Written Response to the CEDAW Committee by the Republic of Korea

1. Measures to ensure to climate change policies do not adversely affect the lives and health of women and girls 
The government of the Republic of Korea implemented specific gender impact assessments on the “Environmental Health Master Plan (2011-2020)” to analyze the effects, etc. of environmental health policies, such as for climate change, on the health of women, and incorporated the results into the “Second Environmental Health Master Plan (2021-2030).” In the “Second Environmental Health Master Plan (2021-2030)”, detailed tasks were put forth for formulating preventive measures against environmental diseases that consider the entire life cycle, focusing on sensitive groups, such as women, and the establishment of environmental health safety net that women can depend on. Article 10, Paragraph 1 of the Environmental Health Act was amended to consider gender when composing the Environmental Health Council. 
In addition, to respond to the extreme climate crisis, the Korean government reinforced existing adaptation measures and devised the “Third National Climate Crisis Adaptation Enhancement Measures (2023-2025)” with a stronger emphasis on effective implementation on the ground. Moreover, under the National Climate Adaptation Enhancement Measures, measures to protect social groups vulnerable to the climate crisis (such as the elderly or infirm people, and low-income families) have been established and are being implemented. These measures encompass health management, improvement of residential environments, and intensive management of vulnerable housing. 
Furthermore, the government will conduct fact-finding surveys on measures to consider various types of climate-vulnerable groups and the extent of damage, among others, and develop guidelines to identify and protect vulnerable groups in the blind spots of protection. 


2. Progress in discussions with NGOs, etc. regarding the revision of the definition of “family” in the Framework Act on Healthy Families
In the current 21st National Assembly, four bills have been introduced by assembly members concerning amendments to the Framework Act on Healthy Families, including the provision on the definition of family. 
Since 2021, the government has held discussion on the expansion of the definition of family and improvements to the legislation on family relations with various NGOs, academics, and legal experts on more than four occasions. However, diverse opinions were raised during the discussions, making it difficult to reach a social consensus. 
Meanwhile, the government provides substantial family support services, such as family counseling, education, and case management for families in vulnerable or crisis situations through 244 family centers nationwide to all families, including those in de facto marriages, regardless of the legal definition of family. The government will continue to strengthen practical support for all family types to ensure that no one is left behind. 

Correction to Verbal Response regarding Women's Representation in Diplomacy during Consideration
"Women have been appointed to the positions of Ambassador for Human Rights and International Cooperation, and Ambassador for Public Diplomacy." 
We would like to correct this response to "Women have been appointed to the positions of Ambassador for International Cooperation on North Korean Human Rights, and Ambassador for Cultural Cooperation." / END
