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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the ninety-sixth session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
While I am honoured to open this session today, I do so with a heavy heart, knowing that one child in every 5 is still living in a conflict zone. From the State of Palestine to Ukraine, Haiti, Sudan, Yemen, the Sahel, the Democratic Republic of Congo, close to half a billion children are currently living in conflict zones around the world, which is double the number from 1990.[footnoteRef:1] As UNICEF has repeatedly highlighted, where there is violence, “it is children who suffer first and it is children who suffer most”. They have been injured, killed or abused. They have lost family members and friends. They have been forcibly displaced, often multiple times. They have been recruited and used by armed forces.[footnoteRef:2] And they are suffering from the trauma of what they have seen and experienced. [1:  https://www.unicef.org/lac/en/press-releases/children-live-world-increasingly-hostile-their-rights ]  [2:  https://www.unicef.org/media/150001/file/HAC%202024%20overview.pdf ] 


In many places, armed conflicts have coincided with other devastating crises such as disease outbreaks, food insecurity and natural disasters, which again disproportionately impact children. In Sudan, 14 million children are in need of humanitarian assistance and more than 3 million children are on the move, making the Sudan home to the largest child displacement crisis in the world. Nearly 13 million children in Afghanistan, 6 million children in Myanmar, and 3 million children in Haiti, for example, require humanitarian assistance.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  https://www.unicef.org/media/150001/file/HAC%202024%20overview.pdf ] 


In short, for many children these times are distressing to live through, which only further highlights the relevance, importance and necessity of this Committee’s mandate. OHCHR remains committed to supporting the Committee’s work in ensuring that the voices of these and all children are heard, and that States are held accountable for their failure to protect children’s rights.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
I take this opportunity to assure you that we share your concerns about the United Nations' current financial crisis, its consequences on the work of the human rights treaty bodies and the support the Office can provide in these circumstances. With the strong support from the High Commissioner, we have done our utmost to ensure the organization of treaty body sessions despite the heavy impact of the liquidity crisis on both staff resources and non-post expenditures. 
We have been able to secure sufficient funding for all Committees to have their second sessions this year and also for the 36th annual meeting of the Chairs to take place in New York during this crucial year of treaty body reform. 
In contrast, we have not, regrettably, been able to secure funds for pre-sessional working groups in connection with these second sessions of the year, which has directly affected also your work. We hope that the third session can also be held, but this will depend on the forthcoming developments on the liquidity situation.
The liquidity crisis is unpredictable and requires intensive managing efforts, but rest assured that OHCHR does not leave any stone unturned to limit the impact of the liquidity situation on the treaty bodies as much as possible. The letter of the Chairs and Vice-Chairs to the President of the General Assembly sent from their informal meeting in Madrid – highlighting that the risk of suspension of treaty body sessions for the first time in their over six decades of history for financial reasons and of visits to prevent torture and other human rights violations, would cause concrete and irreversible harm – represents very welcome advocacy work and helps us with our efforts. 
 
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
I was very pleased to learn that the Committee’s next general comment will focus on children’s right to access to justice and effective remedies. As the Committee has rightly stressed, access to justice and to effective remedies is essential for the protection, promotion and fulfilment of all children’s rights. It relates not only to children in the justice system, but to all children as rights-holders, and it is a right that is essential for ensuring their empowerment and protection. I look forward to following the development process, and I urge our partners, colleagues, fellow children’s rights activists and children to participate in the process and to share their expertise and experiences.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
Since your ninety-fifth session, the work to obtain tangible results in the treaty body strengthening process has advanced.  OHCHR’s efforts to secure a General Assembly resolution – hopefully coupled with a solid budget – in December 2024 has continued with outreach to States in Geneva and New York to further garner support among States. 
Treaty body Chairs and Vice-Chairs, with the support of the Human Rights Treaties Branch, have done their part at their informal meeting in Madrid in February of this year, which provided them with an opportunity to move ahead with the preparation of the 36th annual Chairs’ meeting in June in New York. Their discussions focused on the mandate and modalities for the Committee coordination mechanism and other areas of simplification and alignment of the working methods of the Committees.  
OHCHR has also updated its website on the treaty body strengthening process and published two new documents:  
· The first is an Analytical summary of States’ preferences on the options contained in the OHCHR Working Paper regarding the treaty body strengthening process, based on the discussions at the informal briefing for States by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights in November 2023. 
· And secondly, OHCHR has updated its original Working Paper on options and guiding questions for the development of a plan to implement the conclusions of the 34th meeting of the human rights treaty body chairs, to reflect discussions during this briefing last November.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
The Annual Day meeting on the Rights of the Child at the Human Rights Council took place on 14th March and focused on two panels: (1) inclusive social protection; and (2) child rights mainstreaming. Three children participated as panelists, and 12 additional children participated as part of State and civil society delegations.  Your participation, Madame Chair, in the panel on child rights mainstreaming was very appreciated. In this regard, I would like to recall the words of Vasile, a 17-year-old child advocate, who remarked during that same panel: “If children have opportunities to take part in the decision-making process, this will help them to develop a spirit of active citizenship and ensure their meaningful engagement. Children can be a part of democracy, not only learn about it from books.” I believe Vasile’s words not only reaffirms, but also serves as inspiration for the Committee’s important work in urging States to involve children in all decision-making processes affecting them. 

The Council also adopted the biennial child rights resolution, which focused on child rights and social protection. This resolution urged all States to ensure that all children have access to inclusive social protection and noted with appreciation the Guidance Note of the Secretary-General on Child Rights Mainstreaming. It further decided that the next Annual Day meeting will focus on early childhood development. It is important to note that for the first time Member States have agreed to fund participation of children as a standing requirement of the Annual Day meeting going forward. I would like to thank colleagues and our partners, some of whom are in this room, who have worked tirelessly to make such a milestone possible.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
During this busy session, you will consider the reports of nine States parties from diverse regions of the world: Bhutan, Egypt, Estonia, Georgia, Guatemala, Mali, Namibia, Panama and Paraguay, as well as a number of communications and inquiries under the Optional Protocol of the Convention on a Communications procedure, which is now ten years old.  

I wish you all a successful and productive session. 

Thank you.
-------
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