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PRESENTATION OF THE ORGANIZATION
Minha Criança Trans is the first organization in Brazil, and in Latin America, to deal exclusively with issues involving health, quality of life, public policies and the rights of transgender children and adolescents.
Currently, the organization represent more than 650 families who recognize that they have a trans child/adolescent, from different regions of Brazil, with at least one family in each Brazilian state, and 65 Brazilian families who live abroad. Trans children and adolescents, as well as their families, welcomed by Minha Criança Trans are plural and diverse, with different ethnicities/races, social class, training, religion/beliefs and vulnerabilities. The organization's activities are divided into 5 areas, namely:
Care Support:
Affective support for families who recognize that they have a trans child/adolescent, on an individual basis, with guidance and information and inclusion in therapeutic support groups.
Carrying out an average of 20 individualized sessions monthly and maintaining 12 therapeutic groups, 1 national, 1 for families residing abroad, 9 regional/state and 1 aimed at trans young people aged 12 to 18.
Monthly meeting (online), for parents of trans children and adolescents, with a view to meeting the demands of parents (legal guardians).
Mental health:
Training and support for mental health professionals to care for trans children and adolescents and their families.
Offering voluntary/socially valued psychological care for families and trans children/adolescents with economic vulnerability.
There are currently 38 families receiving voluntary care and 80 receiving psychological care with social value.
Political Advocacy and Strategic Litigation:
Active participation in the debate and construction of public policies aimed at protecting and maintaining the human rights of trans children and adolescents in federal, state and municipal legislative houses.
Provocation through legal and institutional structures of the Brazilian state, international organizations and national and international human rights commissions about the gap in rights and regulations aimed at the free development of trans children and adolescents and the recognition of their existence.
Held in the years 2022 and 2023, the "Children and Adolescents Trans Existe" manifestation, in the São Paulo LGBTI+ Pride Parade, recognized as the largest LGBTI+ visibility parade in the world, with the perspective of drawing the attention of society and public authorities on the existence of trans children and adolescents.
Representation that gave rise to Civil Inquiry 1.30.001.002354.2021-27 of the Regional Prosecutor's Office for Citizens' Rights of the Federal Public Ministry that investigates the laws, regulations and regulations that aim to protect the rights and free development of trans children and adolescents.
Representation at the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR/OAS) that resulted in the public hearing "Protection of the Human Rights of Trans Children and Adolescents" 188/735 on November 7, 2023, at the OAS headquarters in Washington. A historic movement, as the topic of trans children and adolescents had never previously been debated by the commission in public hearings.
Dialogue and maintenance of contact with international organizations such as UNESCO, UNAIDS, UN Women, with a view to building projects and paths for the debate on the rights of trans children and adolescents.
Carrying out a project, together with the Itinerant Justice, to rectify the name/gender of trans children and adolescents. Between August 2021 and September 2023 (when the project ended) 198 cases of trans children/adolescents were carried out.
Provocation by the CNJ (National Council of Justice) on the legal systems in processes involving trans children and adolescents, which resulted in a favorable opinion to review the current regulations.
Training:
Conducting lectures, mini courses and training events for educational institutions, public and private companies, the Ministry and Public Defender's Office and any and all networks/institutions/organizations that seek technical knowledge and how to best manage the demands and adversities of children and trans teenagers and their families.
Such as: In partnership with the first Children's Court in the state of Rio de Janeiro, training was carried out with 250 professionals from the State's reception networks and shelters. Conducting training at the Public Defender's Office and Public Ministry of the state of Rio de Janeiro. Training for a group of guardianship counselors in the Federal District.
Mediation of conflicts with families and schools:
Aiming to preserve the best interests of trans children and adolescents, as well as their rights, we mediate conflicts between educational institutions and family members.
In 2023, more than 95 conflict mediations were carried out with educational institutions and 37 with family members of trans children and adolescents.



THE REPORT SUBMITTED BY BRAZIL FOR THE MONITORING CYCLE 
In the current monitoring cycle, the Brazilian State responded on the V-VII Combined Periodic Reports Submitted by the Brazilian State on the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Report contains the General measures of implementations, regarding the Convention.
It turns out that there is a group of children that has been completely neglected, both in terms of legislation and public policies in Brazil: trans children and adolescents.
The omission of any mention of trans children and adolescents in the report, despite their hypervulnerability, as well as the invisibility of rights under public policies, reinforce the need for special attention to this group, especially with regard to the rights listed by the Convention. 

LACK OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE ARTICLES OF THE CONVENTION AND SUGGESTED QUESTIONS TO THE BRAZILIAN STATE
Article 2
Article 2 of the aforementioned Convention states that States Parties must take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is protected against all forms of discrimination or punishment based on condition.
It turns out that, in Brazil, there is an intense dissemination of the culture “Trans Children do not exist”. An example occurred during the 2023 National Congress’ Commission of Social Security, Social Assistance, Childhood, Adolescence and Family, when Deputy Daiana Santos defended the rights of trans children. Her speech was tirelessly interrupted, while countless federal deputies shouted in unison “Trans children do not exist”, preventing her from continuing her speech. The video can be watched in full via the link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3yd1N37JHM.
	Furthermore, in October 2023, federal Deputy Éder Mauro (PL/PA) and the women's wing of the municipal Partido Liberal (Liberal Party) called on families to participate in a demonstration on Children's Day, called “Family March. No to abortion, yes to life. There are no trans children.”
It is worth mentioning that numerous bills are being developed by deputies in order to make the existence of trans children unfeasible. An example is bill No. 192/2023 in the Chamber of Deputies authored by Federal Deputy Kim Kataguiri, which intends to criminalize the conduct by people who instigate, encourage, influence or allow children or adolescents to change their biological gender, as well as providing aid to those who practice it. Also the bill proposed by Federal Deputy Mario Frias, which prohibits blocking puberty, hormone therapy and gender transition surgery in children.
In a survey carried out by the organization, at least 27 bills were found at federal, state or municipal level that aim to restrict the rights of trans children and adolescents. 
	Therefore, it should be noted that there are no regulations that protect the rights of trans children and adolescents, with only bills that aim to suppress them. This lack of protection is generated by the lack of recognition of the existence of this group by the State, which remains silent on the issue. Without this recognition, there is an absence of public policies that suit their needs.
It is noteworthy that in a public hearing held by Minha Criança Trans at the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights on the topic of protecting the rights of trans children in Brazil, the Brazilian State refused to use the term “trans child and adolescent”, even after the Commission recognized the existence of these children as an indisputable issue. Reinforcing the perception that the Brazilian State refuses to recognize the existence of trans children and adolescents.
Finally, it is important to mention that any lack of protection even leads to a lack of data. Therefore, it is difficult to estimate the size of the damage, as well as the respective dimensioning of the solutions.
Question suggestion:
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil that specifically aim to promote and protect the rights of trans children?
Are there any regulations that provide for accountability and punishment for discriminatory acts or hate speech against trans children?
Are there any regulations that provide for accountability and punishment for discriminatory acts against trans children in order to reduce hate speech, mainly by public figures?
How has the Brazilian State acted to ensure that trans children and adolescents have access to basic political, civil, social, economic and cultural rights, such as health, education, housing, etc.?

Articles 6 and 19 
Article 6 of the aforementioned Convention states that every child has the inherent right to life, and States must ensure the survival and development of the child as much as possible. Furthermore, article 19 determines that States Parties shall adopt all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect the child against all forms of physical or mental violence, harm or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, ill-treatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while the child is in the custody of the child's parents, legal guardian or any other person responsible for the child.
Brazil is a country with a highest rate of murder of trans people. There is no data on trans children and adolescents, however, when we refer to adults, Brazil appears as the country that kills the most trans people in the world (data from international monitoring carried out by Trans Murder Monitoring – TMM)[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  https://transrespect.org/en/map/trans-murder-monitoring/#] 

	According to the “Dossier: Murders and violence against Brazilian transvestites and transsexuals in 2023”[footnoteRef:2], there were 155 deaths of trans people in Brazil, 145 cases of murder and ten who committed suicide after suffering violence or due to trans invisibility. The number of murders increased by 10.7%, compared to 2022, when there were 131 cases. [2:  https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/direitos-humanos/noticia/2024-01/brasil-registrou-145-assassinatos-de-pessoas-trans-no-ano-passado#:~:text=ouvir%3A,2022%2C%20quando%20houve%20131%20casos.] 

Given this scenario, it is certain that such numbers affect trans children and adolescents. However, even the lack of data demonstrates negligence towards this group.
Question suggestion:
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil that aim to promote and protect the right to life and combat violence against trans children in Brazil? 

Articles 7 and 8
	Article 7 of the Convention determines that the child must be registered immediately after birth and, from the moment of birth, will have the right to a name, a nationality and, as far as possible, to know their parents and be cared for by them. Furthermore, Article 8 states that States Parties undertake to respect the right of the child to preserve his or her identity, including nationality, name and family relationships, in accordance with the law, without unlawful interference.
Today, all that exists is the possibility of adopting the social name. The "social name" is the name by which transgender and transvestite people want to be called. Therefore, if the person wishes, the social name is included in the identification documents. According to federal decree 9,278/2018, any individual has the right to include their social name in their identity document as long as they submit an application, regardless of age. In practice, in the case of children and adolescents, the parents or guardians sign the application.
However, the adoption of the social name in the documentation appears together with the birth name. In this way, children and adolescents continue to have their gender status exposed. Therefore, the possibility of adopting the social name is not sufficient to guarantee these rights. 
Furthermore, name rectification for trans children and adolescents is a right that is difficult to access. For people over 18 years of age, the rectification process takes place directly via a notary's office. But, for children and adolescents, it is through a judicial process, meaning it will depend on a judge's decision. If accepted, the notary will be contacted to initiate rectification.
Question suggestion:
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil that aim to guarantee the right to rectification of names and documents for trans children and adolescents in Brazil?
It is possible for trans children and adolescents to change and rectify their data in civil registration documents directly at the notary office, according to federal decree 9,278/2018? 
	
Articles 9 and 16
Article 9 states that States Parties shall ensure that a child is not separated from his or her parents against their will, except when such separation is necessary in the best interests of the child. Furthermore, Article 16 states that no child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her private life, family, home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his or her honor and reputation.
In Brazil, due to the wave of hate speech and misinformation about the condition of trans children and adolescents, many parents are criminalized for supporting transitions, which can lead to an eventual separation between parents and children. Parents are often reported to children's rights bodies, including with allegations of pedophilia.
The President of this organization experienced a similar situation at her daughter's school. Some families removed their children from school, justifying that the school was working with gender ideology by having a trans child enrolled. Such parents began to publicize it on social media with the aim of creating a “collective outrage” that would pressure the director to review the case of having a trans child at school.
A similar situation occurred with a family from Santa Catarina, a state in the south of Brazil. The anonymous complaint said that the child was being "allegedly encouraged by her parents and stepmother to wear feminine clothes and accessories" and was being bullied in the school environment. The case was taken to the Prosecutor of Santa Catarina and forwarded to the Children and Youth area of the Public Prosecutor's Office in the municipality where the family lives.[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-51335581] 

Question suggestion:
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil that aim to promote and protect the right to coexistence of trans children with their parents and family?
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil that aim to promote and protect the image and honor of trans children and their families? 
	
Articles 12, 13 and 14 
Article 12 states that States Parties shall ensure that a child who is capable of formulating his or her own views has the right to express his or her views freely on all matters relating to him or her, and such views shall be taken into account, depending on age and child's maturity. Furthermore, article 13 reinforces that the child must have the right to express themselves freely. Finally, article 14 determines that States Parties must recognize the child's rights to freedom of thought, conscience and religious belief.
As mentioned, the “trans children do not exist” movement, encouraged mainly by members of the legislative branch and public figures, violates the rights contained in these articles. The freedom of thought of trans children and adolescents will be respected when their condition as trans children and adolescents is accepted, that is, their existence is not questioned.
In this sense, there must be public policies that recognize this condition, as well as adequate legislation to combat this wave of threats and criminalizing bills.
Question suggestion:
What regulations and public policies exist in Brazil that recognize the existence of trans children?
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil that aim to promote and protect the right to freedom of expression and thought of trans children in Brazil, through the respective acceptance of their choices on gender issues?

Article 15 
Article 15 determines that States Parties recognize the rights of children to freedom of association and the freedom to hold peaceful assembly. However, laws and bills are mentioned that aim to prohibit the participation of children in demonstrations on the LGBTQIAP+ theme.
For example, the State of Amazonas enacted State Law No. 6,469/2023 on October 5, 2023, which establishes a ban on children and adolescents in the LGBTQIAP+ Pride Parade in the state. The Legislative Assembly of the State of São Paulo has Bill No. 974/2023 that aims to prohibit “the presence and participation of children and adolescents (under 18 years of age) in LGBTQIA+ pride parades in the State.”
Specifically, the participation of Minha Criança Trans in the São Paulo LGBTQIA+ Parade is mentioned, which received a lot of criticism from public and political figures who spread misinformation and hate on their social networks, including publishing photos with discriminatory phrases: 
	[image: ]
Translate: children upset by idiot parents exist - (the word upset, in Portuguese, means “transtornadas”, using a play on words with the term trans)
These facts demonstrate a scenario of attacks suffered by trans children and adolescents by the legislative branch in all areas of the federation and which directly affect several rights of this vulnerable group, including, as explained, freedom of expression and manifestation. The restriction of expression and manifestation are serious attempts to undermine, make invisible and deny the existence of trans children and adolescents, who suffer daily from hate speech and the deprivation of their rights.
Question suggestion:
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil that aim to promote and protect the right to freedom of assembly and expression of trans children in Brazil, especially to fight for their rights?

Article 24 
Article 24 determines that States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the best attainable standard of health and services for the treatment of illness and recovery of health, and that States Parties shall endeavor to ensure that no child is deprived your right to benefit from these health care services.
There is no specific legislation on the health of trans children and adolescents, who need the care appropriate to their reality. Specific medical care for children and adolescents with gender incongruence or transgender people is regulated by Resolution No. 2,265/2019 of the Federal Council of Medicine, covering reception, outpatient follow-up, hormone therapy and surgical care (Art. 4), according to the Singular Therapeutic Project ( PTS) consisting of proposals for articulated therapeutic approaches, proposed by the multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary team, respecting the uniqueness of the subjects assisted, with the objective of comprehensive health care.
The minimum multidisciplinary team (Art. 5) must consist of a pediatrician, psychiatrist, endocrinologist, gynecologist, urologist and plastic surgeon, and the treatment provided suffers from some limitations, such as the prohibition on starting cross-hormone therapy before the age of sixteen. (Art. 9th caput).
One of the prohibitions contained in CFM Resolution No. 2,265/2019, which harms the provision of places to care for the transgender child and youth population, is contained in its second paragraph, by requiring that, in transgender children or adolescents, hormonal blockade can only be initiated from the Tanner II pubertal stage (puberty), being carried out exclusively on an experimental basis in research protocols, in accordance with the standards of the CEP/Conep System, in university and/or reference hospitals for the Unified Health System.
By limiting the use of hormonal blockade on an experimental basis in research protocols in university and/or reference hospitals for the Unified Health System, there is a reduction in institutions and/or health professionals who could carry out such treatment, especially in locations where do not have a Health Studies Center SPECIALIZED in the care of transgender children/adolescents. 
Question suggestion:
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil that aim to promote and protect the right to health of trans children and adolescents in Brazil?
Is there any training and empowerment program or plan for health professionals to care for and welcome trans children and adolescents?
The Brazilian State has a program that provides logistical and financial support so that trans families and children can go to specialized centers to meet their needs? 

Article 28
Article 28 determines that States Parties recognize the child's right to education and that they can exercise this right progressively and under equal conditions.
In addition to the bullying situation, there is no regulation or policy that indicates the appropriate treatment given to these children at school. Issues such as the use of social names and lack of preparation of professionals are essential for regulation. Therefore, the place that should be a place of learning ends up becoming a place where rights are violated, resulting in high numbers of school dropouts.
Furthermore, on February 28, 2024, the Human Rights Commission of the Brazilian Senate approved a proposal that prohibits the use of bathrooms and changing rooms, in public and private schools, by people “whose sex at birth is different from the sex of destination of the bathroom or locker room.” PL 1,838/2023, by senator Magno Malta (PL-ES), received a favorable opinion and now goes to the Education Commission (CE) for approval. 
In a survey carried out by the University of California, it was found that 54% of transgender people interviewed had health problems related to the lack of access to public bathrooms, including urinary tract infections. The long period without drinking fluids and without using bathrooms for basic biological needs can cause chronic health issues in trans children and adolescents.
This project directly threatens the human rights of trans children and adolescents, as well as their physical and emotional integrity. In addition to promoting violence and expulsion from spaces occupied according to gender identity.
Question suggestion:
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil that aim to promote and protect the right to education for trans children and adolescents in Brazil?
Is there a training and empowerment program or plan for education professionals to care and welcome trans children and adolescents in school environments?
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil to guarantee the rights of trans children in school environments, especially regarding the recognition of their experience of gender identity, such as the use of bathrooms and names according to their gender identity?

Article 31 
Finally, article 31 determines that States Parties recognize the child's right to rest and leisure, to fun and recreational activities appropriate to their age, as well as to free participation in cultural and artistic life.
It turns out that, for the same reason demonstrated above, due to the lack of regulations and implementation of public policies, these children may suffer embarrassment in these environments. Disregard for their condition, as well as their rights, such as social name, is capable of generating difficult management situations.
Question suggestion:
What are the regulations and public policies that exist in Brazil that aim to promote and protect the right to leisure and culture of trans children and adolescents in Brazil?

CONCLUSION 
In view of the above, the Minha Criança Trans Organization reiterates the need for the Brazilian State to clarify and report on the compliance with the obligations of the Convention on the Rights of the Child with regard to the situation of trans children in Brazil, especially given the scenario of normative and institutional abandonment, invisibility and hypervulnerability of these children.
In addition, attached, Minha Criança Trans, forwards a document produced by trans children in which they answer the question posed by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights at the Thematic Public Hearing held in which the Commission asked "what can we do for you."
The organization understands that it is extremely important to give a voice to trans children in the fight for their rights, and for this reason, it redirects the replies to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to this Committee on the Rights of the Child.
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