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Basic Information  
HISTORY  Formerly a British colony, from 1958 as part of the Federation of the West Indies, 
Jamaica was granted full independence in its own right and was admitted as a member 
State of the United Nations in 1962, leading to the break-up of the Federation.
POPULATION (November 2022, estimated
)

 
        
                          2,819,000

Males annually reaching recruitment age (approx)
:  
    

                    24,807
MILITARY SERVICE: 

Minimum recruitment age: 18 (but students may enlist for training at seventeen years 

and six months)


Conscientious objection:   No provision
ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2022
:
            
                   5,950

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                   24.0%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2022

 
                   $215m                                
 
Per capita
   






                                    $72

As % of  GDP 






                                1.3%

Military service in Jamaica has always been voluntary, and it reported in reply to a questionnaire from War Resisters’ International in 1998 that the question of conscientious objection had therefore never arisen.
  

Military recruitment almost certainly affects fewer young persons in Jamaica than does involvement in informal armed violence.
     With 44 homicides per 100,000 people in 2019 Jamaica overtook El Salvador, where the rate had hitherto exceeded 50, to register the highest rate in the world.


Jamaica ratified the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on  the involvement of children in armed conflict on 9th May 2002.  It has not however yet submitted its initial report.  In its declaration made on ratification it indicated that recruits might, with parental consent, enlist for training at the age of seventeen years and six months, but were not allowed to  graduate until reaching the age of eighteen.  Those who enlisted in this way are bound to a twelve-year contract which takes effect from their eighteenth birthday; the twelve-year initial contracts of those enlisting after their eighteenth birthday include the training period.  In addition, some 560 secondary school students of both sexes are members of the Jamaica Combined Cadet Force, which offers basic military training and is “affiliated to but not formally part of” the armed forces.


Although it is always possible that a person who has voluntarily embarked upon military  service might subsequently develop conscientious objections to such service, no such instances have been reported from Jamaica.  However the very long initial contract, which is even longer for those who enlist at the youngest age, does mean that the question of discharge in such circumstances is not a trivial one, and relevant information might usefully be sought in the List of Issues. 
Suggested Question

What procedures would be followed should a serving member of the Jamaican armed forces seek early release from the normal twelve-year period of service, having developed conscientious obejctions?
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