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[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK38][bookmark: OLE_LINK37]I am most delighted to be a country co-rapporteur for Bangladesh, along with my co-rapporteur, Ms. Vivian Torrijos. I also have the privilege to warmly welcome to the Committee, for this constructive dialogue, the Head of Delegation His Excellency, Dr. Hasan Mahmud, Hon. Minister, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, and his very distinguished delegation, and also commend the State Party for responding favourably to the list of issues presented to it by the Committee. Furthermore, I do extend warmly my sincere appreciation to all representative organisations of persons with disabilities in Bangladesh, including those who interacted with us one on one, that submitted their alternative reports and also civil society organisations for putting together submissions and engaging frankly with the Committee. Without your support to the Committee, our work will be incomplete towards achieving the positive results require. We welcome these contributions from non-state actors as they add great value to our work. Suffice it to say too that we welcome all persons with disabilities in and beyond Bangladesh watching over the internet.
I trust that at the conclusion of this open dialogue with your distinguished delegation where we seek for solutions to the problems that face persons with disabilities in your country, we would help to restore dignity, pride  and respect for all persons with disabilities who fervently share the goals and objectives of the Bangladesh government and people to make full inclusion and participation in political and public life, the hallmark of the nation for persons with disabilities, including, in particular, women, children and persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities and persons affected by leprosy. 

We do want to point out some concerns that we would like the government of Bangladesh to take into consideration during the constructive dialogue with a view to giving them serious and immediate attention when you return home. Firstly, we note the tremendous improvements made in the field of Human Rights in Bangladesh, particularly domesticating the CRPD into law through the passage of the Rights and Protection of Persons with Disabilities Act (RPPDA), 2013 as well as translating the Convention into Bangla, the official language of Bangladesh, including a child-friendly version. As noted by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet ”Bangladesh has made strides in socio-economic development, poverty eradication, access to education and health, women’s and children’s mortality, access to food, water and sanitation.” Of course, we do hope that these improvements will continue in the same vein and translate into positive transformation in the lives of persons with disabilities. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK11][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]Secondly, we note the Persistent multiple and intersectional discrimination against women and girls with disabilities, the lack of revision of the Rights and Protection of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2013 to include the rights of women with disabilities belonging to marginalized groups, and to review the National Women Advancement Policy (2011) to address the rights of women with disabilities belonging to minorities and to develop inclusive programmes to protect their rights, and the lack of opportunity in obtaining access to education, employment and health care services and their exclusion from public and social life.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK9]We note also wide spread stigmatisation and exploitation of children with disabilities used as beggars and their lack of access to social and health services and an inclusive quality education system and we are very concerned about reported cases of fatalities, resulting from infanticide and feticide, among children with disabilities as a result of their disability.
In the light of the above, we consider it necessary that government takes immediate and concrete measures to address the grave violence and abuse against women and children with disabilities and undertake its obligation to uphold SDG target 5.2 regarding the elimination of violence against women and girls in public and private life as well as adopt measures towards eliminating stigmatisation and exploitation of children with disabilities used as beggars and adopt appropriate legal and policy measures to safeguard and protect children with disabilities from any form of fatality as a result of disability.

Thirdly, the Committee has often stressed the importance of sign language as an instrument to promote inclusion and participation of deaf and hard of hearing persons in all aspects of life, including education, employment, political and public life. It is envisaged that this constructive dialogue will enable us discuss the main challenges in the recognition of sign language as an official language as well as the use of Easy-Read in the education of persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities.

Finally, monitoring and implementation of the Convention is a key obligation of the state party. An independent monitoring mechanism that meets the requirements of the Paris principles to be the independent monitoring mechanism for this purpose is recommended.
I’m sure that my colleagues will join me in fielding questions that will, at the end of the day, lead to the eventual emancipation and provide a full sense of belonging for all persons with disabilities where incompatible laws will be reformed to meet the standards of the Convention, where persons with disabilities will no longer be considered as a disgrace to the family, hidden away or perceived to be the result of a divine curse, where women and girls with disabilities will no longer be subjected to violence and abuse, including rape, forced abortion or sexual harassment and where full enrolment of children with disabilities, including children with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities in inclusive education settings will be realised. 
I thank you for your attention and look forward, along with committee members, to a very fruitful and constructive dialogue.



