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Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Excellencies, Friends and Colleagues,

On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, I have the honour to declare open the thirty-third session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
	It is a privilege for me today to address this meeting and I wish to extend a warm welcome to all of you.

First of all, I would like also to take this opportunity to congratulate the seven members who have been elected or re-elected for a new term by the tenth meeting of States parties, held in New York, on 29 June 2021. I welcome the election of Mr. Raymond G. Zounmatoun from Benin as a new member to the Committee, and the re-election of Ms. Fatima Diallo from Senegal, Mr. Ermal Frasheri from Albania, Mr. Mamane Oumaria from Niger, Mr. Azad Taghi-Zadha from Azerbaijan and of Ms. Jasminka Dzuhmur, who was already a former member of the Committee from Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as Mr. Pablo Ceriani, also a former member of the Committee from Argentine. I am pleased to note that this will bring the number of women members in the Committee to three at 1 January 2022.
	Allow me to commend you for the development and adoption of General Comment No. 5 (2021) on migrants’ rights to liberty, freedom from arbitrary detention and their connection with other human rights. I wish to thank the many stakeholders – States parties, national human rights institutions, international and regional human rights organizations, the civil society, including migrants’ organizations, and the academia – who have contributed to the development of this important document.  They and many others are keenly awaiting the launch event, during this session, and the publication of the general comment on such a pressing human rights issue for migrants all over the world.

Distinguished Experts, Ladies and Gentlemen,
The COVID-19 pandemic has changed our way of living and working, and this reminds us, more than ever, that the effective protection of the rights of all migrant workers and members of their families under the Convention, regardless of their migration status, should be a priority for all States.   However, according to UNDESA Population Division (2020), since the year 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has drastically affected all forms of human mobility, including international migration. Around the globe, the closing of national borders and severe disruptions to international land, air and maritime travel obliged hundreds of thousands of people to cancel or delay plans of moving abroad. Hundreds of thousands of migrants were stranded, unable to return to their home countries. The right to freedom from collective expulsions, including at States’ borders, is a specific right of migrant workers, irrespective of their migration status, that is not explicitly protected in other human rights treaties.  
Moreover, migrant workers often face overcrowding and lack of access to basic services in immigration detention, putting them at high risk of infection with the coronavirus virus.  States parties must take all measures to prevent the outbreak of COVID-19 in such settings, including by considering alternatives to detention, such as release. 
In this context, unfortunately, the Convention still remains the least ratified of all human rights treaties with 56 States parties only. This is an untenable phenomenon given the importance of the issues we deal with, featuring in the news daily and affecting the lives of millions of migrants across the globe, particularly in the challenging context of the pandemic. I would like therefore to take this opportunity to encourage all States parties and all stakeholders to work towards more ratifications of the Convention.
Distinguished Experts, Ladies and Gentlemen,
The 33rd annual meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, conducted under the leadership of the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, took place from 7 to 11 June.  It was a timely opportunity for the Chairs to discuss critical issues, and translate their vision into concrete actions in light of the major positive development, which is the report of the co-facilitators on the 2020 treaty body review.  Issues under discussion included: (1) the development of a predictable review calendar that maximizes synergies and complementarities across treaty bodies and ensures full reporting compliance, including the possibility of replacing every second review with a focused review; (2) the ongoing harmonization of working methods; and (3) the digital transition, including the use of new technological developments to increase efficiency, transparency and accessibility of the treaty body system.
	
These are all topics that have been considered in depth at various stages and in different settings and on which action is now expected. In follow-up to the meeting, the Chair of the CRPD and of this year’s Chairs meeting, has put on the table comprehensive proposals, in consultation with the CRPD, to be considered by all Committees during their meetings until the end of the year. OHCHR will continue to support treaty bodies in this critical endeavour for the future of the treaty body system, including by facilitating, if deemed necessary, another meeting of the Chairs, with a view to reaching a consensual way forward on the main issues at hand.

Distinguished Experts, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	With this, I take this opportunity to wish you a most successful session and thank you for your attention. 
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