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		Report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women on its forty-seventh session
1.	The Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women held its forty-seventh session from 24 to 26 June 2020, during afternoons (Geneva time) and using WebEx and Interprefy. In view of the exceptional circumstances associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, members of the Working Group, being conscious of the important role of the Committee in considering communications under the Optional Protocol, had agreed to work remotely in order to prevent a protection gap. The five members of the Working Group attended the remote session: Ms. Gladys Acosta Vargas (Chair), Ms. Nicole Ameline, Ms. Nahla Haidar El Addal, Ms Dalia Leinarte and Ms. Aruna Devi Narain (Vice-Chair). 
2. At the beginning of the session, the Working Group adopted its agenda, see Annex I, at the end of the present document. The agenda however had to be modified on several occasions during the session, mainly in view of technical issues arising and lack of interpretation facilities. 
3. The Working Group decided to exceptionally deal with consideration of communications at the outset in order to respect tight in-session translation deadlines for the Plenary and in view of interpretation limitation. It decided to discontinue examination of communication No. 121/2017 concerning the Czech Republic, given that the author has left the Czech Republic, her whereabouts have remained unknown and both her counsel and the authorities of the State party have lost contact with her. 
4.   The Working Group discussed and decided, by consensus, to refer the following communications for adoption by the Plenary: communications Nos 114/2017 concerning Hungary; 116/2017 concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina; 122/2017 concerning Switzerland; 124/2017 concerning Switzerland; 128/2018 concerning Poland; 135/2018 concerning Slovakia, and 141/2019 concerning the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
5. The Working Group further took note that communication No. 105/2016 concerning the Republic of Moldova would be further considered by the Plenary at its forthcoming meeting. 
6. The Working Group decided to postpone consideration of the draft recommendation in communication No. 125/2018, due to lack of time and other operational difficulties.    
7. The Working Group then reviewed all correspondence processed since its last session (4 to 7 February 2020).
8. The Working Group also examined the situation in all registered cases and decided on the actions to be taken.
9. The Working Group then appointed case Rapporteurs in all newly registered cases, communication Nos 150/2019, 151/2019, 152/2019, 153/2020, 154/2020, 155/2020, 156/2020 and 157/2020.  
10. The Working Group took note of the situation in all cases where the follow-up dialogue is ongoing. After discussion, it decided to refrain from having remote follow-up meetings for the time being, but to send reminders in writing to Permanent Missions to keep the follow-up dialogue ongoing.    
11. The Working Group notes that to date, the follow-up dialogue is ongoing in 13 cases decided concerning 10 States parties: Bulgaria (1), Denmark (1), Finland (1), Mexico (1), the Republic of Moldova (1), the Russian Federation (4), Slovakia (1), Tanzania (1), Timor-Leste (1) and Ukraine (1). 
12. The Working Group notes that to date, 158 cases have been registered, out of which 49 are pending examination and 23 are ready for adoption.    
13. While taking into account the current financial situation of the Organization, the Working Group reiterates its call for the adequate allocation of increased resources on a more sustainable basis to the Petitions and Urgent Actions Section in order to provide the Committee with a higher number of draft recommendations for adoption. It appreciates the efforts undertaken on an ad hoc basis so far by the Petitions and Urgent Actions Section of OHCHR, to have more drafts prepared for examination.      
14. The Working Group also discussed an issue related to working methods, which was raised following consideration of communication No 141/2019 concerning the United Kingdom. The members of the Working Group have identified in some instances issues that derive from the individual communication at hand but deserve to be addressed in other contexts in relation to the State Party, either during the next reporting period through the List of Issues (LOIs), the dialogue with the State Party or sometimes in the context of the follow up assessment or even an inquiry. Therefore the Working Group decided to keep open discussions on the establishment of a "Bin" to keep a record of such issues and refer them to Plenary for decision as to how they may best be addressed. 
15. Taking into account the priority to be given to cases with interim measures of protection in place, the chronological order of registration, regional representation, thematic issues of importance for the Committee’s jurisprudence, and the possibility that its next session may also be held remotely, the Working Group placed tentatively the following six communications on its agenda for the 48th session: communications Nos 125/2018; 130/2018; 131/2018; 132/2018; 133/2018; and 143/2019. 
16. The Working Group decided to continue efforts to increase the visibility of its jurisprudence on communications under the Optional Protocol as well as of the jurisprudence on individual cases of other treaty bodies, in line with its commitment of further harmonisation in the treaty bodies’ review. The Petitions and Urgent Actions Section (PUAS) will keep seeking the cooperation of the OHCHR Press Unit on the matter. Specific and visible part of the Committee’s webpage must be dedicated to follow-up and best practices regarding individual cases and recently adopted jurisprudence.  
17.	The Working Group appreciates having received all draft recommendations in individual cases in the languages ahead of the session, as well as the Note by the Secretariat and other documentation, in particular considering the resource shortages of the PUAS.  It particularly appreciates the support received from the PUAS, despite its being understaffed, having to work without its Secretary and having to also support another treaty body in parallel. While acknowledging the technical support received from UNOG, it wishes to firmly stress that both the Working Group and the PUAS will need to be better endowed in terms of equipment and training, and more support staff will be required, in case further remote meetings of the Working Group need to be held. 
18. Further, in view of the technical and other difficulties encountered during the meeting, the Working Group recommends that its future meetings should only be held remotely again in very exceptional circumstances.  
		Actions taken at the present session:
19.	The Working Group decided, inter alia:
[bookmark: _GoBack](a)	To refer, for consideration by the Committee, seven recommendations as follows: communications Nos	114/2017 concerning Hungary; 116/2017 concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina; 122/2017 concerning Switzerland; 124/2017 concerning Switzerland; 128/2018 concerning Poland; 135/2018 concerning Slovakia, and 141/2019 concerning the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;
[bookmark: _Hlk32177362] (b)	To request the Secretariat to tentatively prepare six draft recommendations for the 48th session of the Working Group concerning communications Nos 125/2018 concerning Georgia ; 130/2018 concerning Libya; 131/2018 concerning Belarus; 132/2018 concerning Switzerland; 133/2018 concerning Kyrgyzstan; 143/2019 concerning North Macedonia; 

(c) To keep open the discussions under working methods regarding the establishment of a "Bin" to keep a record of issues arising from individual communications, which may be referred to Plenary for decision as to how they may best be addressed in other contexts and to eventually refine the Working Group’s internal rules accordingly; 
(d) To discontinue consideration of communication No 121/2017 concerning the Czech Republic.


Annexe I. 
Agenda
		Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol
47th session (remotely) (24-26 June 2020), Room XVII, Palais des Nations


1. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work

2. Review of steps and activities undertaken since the last session:

-	Note by the Secretariat (CEDAW/C/WG/47/R.1)
-	For information: Report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol, 46th session

3. New communications registered and rapporteur designation

4. Update on communications 

5. Update on follow-up to Views 

6. Discussion on working methods and a.o.b.

7. Adoption of draft recommendations (8)

8. Adoption of the report concerning the Working Group’s 47th session.
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