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It is my great pleasure to open the in-person 88th session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child today back in Geneva with all members. We are the first of ten treaty bodies to resume an in-person session after 18 months of its suspension due to the COVID-19 pandemic. I would like to express my deep appreciation to the Secretariat for the tremendous support to make this happen in a safe and smooth manner.

The experience of online work under the pandemic reinforced our conviction that equal and effective participation of all members is possible only by in-person meetings and indispensable for the work of the Committee as a global collegial body of 18 experts from all regions and with diverse expertise and perspectives. The Committee under the new composition of membership and bureau adopted several institutional decisions in the previous session held online in May. To initiate or strengthen collaboration with regional mechanisms and other relevant entities, regional focal points are appointed for Africa, Asia-Pacific, Europe and Latin America and Caribbean respectively and a focal point for the International Parliament Union was newly appointed. To enhance effective communication, additional member was appointed as co-focal point for twitter and media. To develop working methods, a sub-group on inquiries was established within the Working Group on Optional Protocol on Communications Procedure. These institutional developments are expected to promote progress and new initiatives in the work of the Committee for the children of the world.

Due to the suspension of in-person sessions, the backlog of reports pending for review was increased to 80, doubled from the end of our last session in Geneva before the pandemic. We need to address this challenge, as our monitoring responsibility is much more pressing than ever to make sure that children will receive necessary attention and support during the ongoing pandemic and in the recovering phase from crisis. The lessons learned during the pandemic should be also reflected in the preparedness for the future crisis. 

The work ahead of us during the 88th session also includes other important mandated activities. The Committee will start off with drafting process of a new general comment as announced through the statement and my message in June, on the children’s rights and the environment with a special focus on climate change, an extremely crucial and urgent theme for all children today and future. Another highlight of the current session is the Day of General Discussion on children’s rights and alternative care, which was originally scheduled last year but became more relevant now in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Our task is huge. But I am confident that the Committee will deliver our mandate to live up to the expectations placed upon us, with collective wisdom and renewed positive energy, being physically together again.

While in-person sessions had been suspended, the Committee members were engaging in various activities representing the Committee or in the capacity as a Committee member even more actively. These activities of the members at the international, regional, national or even local levels are extremely valuable and contribute to enhancing the visibility and connectivity of the Committee, reaching out to broader groups of stakeholders and children. The report of the inter-sessional activities of members and the Working Groups is prepared by our Rapporteur Faith Marshall-Harris and orally presented in the closing public meeting of the session as was in the past. In addition, I would like to draw your attention to our new practice from the previous session that the written report is also available on the Committee’s session webpage after the oral presentation.

Now allow me to highlight some activities of the Committee during the period from the end of the previous session. At the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, the Committee, together with UNICEF and Child Rights Connect, co-organized a side event on “equitable access to justice for all children,” engaging with the High Level Political Forum beyond written submissions for the first time.

The Committee also issued several statements including the joint statement with ILO to mark the Week of Action against Child Labour, the statements urging Iran to halt execution of a person who was a child at the time of crime and urging Myanmar to uphold the obligations under the Convention to protect children’s rights, and the joint statement with CEDAW Committee urging Taliban to uphold their promises to protect women and girls in Afghanistan. The Committee will continue to follow up these situations as part of its mandate to monitor the implementation of the Convention by all States parties.

I thank you for your kind attention.

*******
1

