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The human rights obligation to prohibit corporal punishment
The legality and practice of corporal punishment of children breaches their fundamental rights to respect for their human dignity and physical integrity and to equal protection under the law, and the right not to be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment – rights guaranteed in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other international human rights instruments. This briefing describes the legality of corporal punishment of children in Cameroon and urges the Human Rights Committee to include the issue in its examination of the implementation of the Covenant. 
Corporal punishment of children in Cameroon
In Cameroon, corporal punishment of children is considered unlawful in schools and the penal system, but it is lawful in the home and alternative care settings.

The legal system in Cameroon is based on French civil law and English common law, and a right to inflict corporal punishment on children is recognised. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Penal Code (1967) and the Constitution (1996) are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment of children. In 2010 a draft Family Code and draft Child Protection Code were under discussion; as at February 2011, it had been decided to incorporate these into a revised Civil Code.

Corporal punishment is unlawful in schools under article 35 of the Law of Cameroon National Educational Guidelines No. 98/004 (1998), which prohibits all forms of violence, though we have yet to confirm that it explicitly refers to corporal punishment.

In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime. It is not among permitted sentences in the Criminal Procedure Code (2005) and the Penal Code, and the Constitution prohibits cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (preamble). It appears to be unlawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions though we have been unable to identify explicit prohibition in law. Article 615 of the Code of Criminal Investigation states that “the use of force in the process of arrest, detention or execution of a sentence is a crime except where authorized by law”. Decree No. 92/052 (1992) prohibits police from using the baton or whip as a means to extract confessions, and ill-treatment against detainees is punishable under Order No. 080 (1983).
There is no prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings. 
Numerous research studies have highlighted the widespread use of corporal punishment in childrearing. For example, UNICEF analysis of survey data from 2005-2006, published in 2010, found that 78% of 2-14 year olds were physically punished in the home, 28% severely physically punished (defined as being hit or slapped on the face, head or ears or being hit repeatedly with an implement).
 Research by the African Child Policy Forum found that 43% of young women surveyed had been hit in childhood, 66% beaten, 21% kicked, 31% denied food, 7% choked or burned and 18% forced to do hard work.

Recommendations by human rights treaty monitoring bodies
In its concluding observations on the state party’s second report in 2010, the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed concern at the continued use of corporal punishment in schools, despite regulations, and at the legality of corporal punishment in the home, alternative care settings and situations of employment. The Committee recommended explicit prohibition of corporal punishment and adequate monitoring and enforcement of prohibition (CRC/C/CMR/CO/2, paras. 37 and 38). The Committee had expressed similar concerns about the situation in schools in its previous concluding observations on the initial report in 2001 (CRC/C/15/Add.164, para. 55).

We hope the Human Rights Committee will raise the issue in its List of Issues Prior to Report for Cameroon, in particular asking what measures have been taken to prohibit corporal punishment of children by parents/carers in the home and in alternative care settings. We hope the Committee will subsequently make recommendations to the state party to ensure that legislation prohibiting all corporal punishment is enacted and fully implemented as a matter of priority.
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