Hanoi 26th May 2025

To: United Nations on Human Rights Committee
From: World Vision International in Viet Nam
Subject: NGO’s Contributions for the Review of the State Reports under the International Covenant on Civil and Political rights (ICCPR)

World Vision International in Viet Nam (WVI-V) would like to provide its contribution for the review of the State Reports under the International Covenant on Civil and Political rights (ICCPR). Our contribution is based on our work experiences being done in the country in accordance to the relevant issues among the List of issues (LOIs) in relation to the fourth periodic report of Viet Nam submitted to Committee on 19 December 2024

Articles 2, 3, 6, 7, 20, and 26
Non-discrimination, gender equality, and violence against women and domestic violence
Vietnam amended the Law on Domestic Violence Prevention and Control in 2022, adopting a victim-centered approach and introducing additional measures to protect victims, prevent domestic violence, address and monitor violations, and support behavioural change. These revisions aim to strengthen the promotion of gender equality practices in family.

WVI-V acknowledges Vietnam’s constitutional and legal framework that affirms human rights protection without discrimination, including gender equality and rights of vulnerable groups. The government has made significant efforts to align domestic laws with international treaties, ensuring that international human rights obligations prevail over conflicting domestic laws, except the Constitution. Legislative reforms and legal reviews have been conducted to remove discriminatory provisions and strengthen protections against discrimination, including those based on gender and disability. We would recommend strengthening the implementation of existing laws and policies on non-discrimination and gender equality.
  
In contributing to the Government’s programs to address the gender-based issues and domestic violence, WVI-V has been collaborating closely with local government partners in piloting different gender-based models and approaches such as Home Visit, Men-care, Women Economic Empowerment, Gender Inclusive Financial Literacy Training. WVI-V commits to support government partners in scaling up the successful models promoting men’s engagement to end gender-based issues and domestic violence in the coming time. 


Articles 2, 7, 8, and 26 
Elimination of slavery, servitude, and trafficking in persons
Viet Nam passed the revised Law on Prevention and Combat against Human Trafficking in November 2024, which will come into effect on July 1st 2025. The revised law introduces important changes that promote prevention efforts, enhance effectiveness of the law in addressing current human trafficking challenges and reflecting human trafficking combat practices. Key updates include a broader definition of human trafficking and related prohibited acts;  the inclusion of additional vulnerable groups to be protected and supported - such as individuals going under the process of victim verification, dependents under 18 accompanying victims along with expanded rights and responsibilities for these groups; clearer and strengthened roles and responsibilities of government bodies in combating human trafficking and more requirements for government policies in addressing human trafficking; promotion of international cooperation.

Viet Nam has strengthened reporting and victim assistance through the National Hotline 111, which has actively identified, received reports, provided initial support and referrals for child victims of violence and abuse and victims of trafficking. Individuals can reach out the National hotline through phone call or the 111’s official account on Zalo – one of the most popular communication applications in Vietnam, allowing them easy and low-cost access regardless if they are in country or abroad.

Vietnam established the Social Assistance Center – Peaceful Homes, providing comprehensive services for women and children victims of violence and trafficking. Peaceful Homes offer timely, urgent, and holistic support for victims, enabling safe and sustainable reintegration through a free assistance service package. WVI-V thanks to the supports that Peaceful Homes provided to our victims during the implementation of anti-human trafficking related projects. 

At the local level, WVI-V appreciates the engagement and ownership of the local government in project provinces in working with World Vision to promote community networks to provide community- based support services including counselling, home visits, livelihood assistance contributing to a smoother reintegration process for the victims. We recommend that greater consideration be given to the development and provision of support services for male victims.

Article 4
States of emergency

World Vision International in Vietnam highly appreciates Vietnam’s efforts in drafting the Law on the State of Emergency. In the current Law on amending a number of articles in the Law on Disaster Prevention & Control and Law on Dyke Management (2020), declaring or lifting a state of nation-wide or in specific localities in the context of natural disasters have been clearly stipulated (Decree 66/2021/NĐ-CP). Taking into account the context of increasing disaster risks and uncertainties, Vietnam’s newly adopted Law on Civil Defence and the current institutional changes in Vietnam, promulgation of the Law on the State of Emergency becomes more critical to ensure timely and effective responses as well as human rights and citizens’ rights.

In the last response to the global COVID-19 pandemic, Vietnam has applied the whole-society response approach. World Vision International in Vietnam highly appreciated Vietnam’s swift and responsive efforts in response. In addition to public health preventive and mitigation measures, measures to support treatment and daily living of the COVID-19 affected communities have been adopted. The Government has also created necessary and favourable conditions, so that humanitarian agencies, including World Vision International in Vietnam could be able to actively join the response to extend assistance to the people in need. 

WVI-V will continue to work with local government partners in enhancing the four on-the-spot approach in emergency response, scaling up the Anticipatory Action program along with the Disaster Risks Reduction and Climate Change Resilience interventions. 
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