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GOVERNMENT OF KIRIBATI
(MINISTRY OF JUSTICE IN THE REPUBLIC OF KIRIBATI)

78 TH CAT SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
STATEMENT OF SECRETARY MRS. KAARO NEETI AT THE 1ST REVIEW OF THE GOVERNMENT OF KIRIBATI BY THE UNCAT COMMITTEE 


Mr. Chair of the UNCAT Committee 
Committee Members of the UNCAT
Excellencies 
Ladies & Gentleman
 
 Greetings from Kiribati, Kam na bane Mauri,

Mr. Chairperson,

1. It is a great honour and privilege to present to the Committee our Country’s presence through virtual engagement with the UNCAT Committee from Geneva, for the first time for Government of Kiribati State Review on this treaty.
 
2. Delegation of Kiribati wishes to use this opportunity to show case our Country’s development achievement and further steps that requires improvement on this treaty, which may also need our development partners to assist us in fulfilling our State Obligations.

3. For the Introduction of my delegation, I would like to introduce to you our delegation members:

Myself – Mrs Kaaro Neeti (Chairperson for the Kiribati National Human Rights Taksforce and Secretary for Ministry of Justice)

Mrs. Pauline Beiatau- Acting Attorney General- Office of the Attorney General

Mr. Aretaake Ientaake- Director for Human Rights Division – Ministry of Justice

Ms. Tumai Ioakiri- State Attorney- Office of the Attorney General

Mr. Mamara Ubaitoi- Officer Commanding for Criminal Investigation Division- Kiribati Police Services

Mrs. Eribwebwe Takirua- Inspector – Kiribati Police Services

Dr. Toobia Smith- Psychiatrist – Mental Health Department

Ms. Teriinga Miita- Acting Disability Inclusive Officer

Ms. Tannako Baraam-Senior Social Welfare Officer

Mrs. Nei Eera Teakai- Senior Women Development Officer- Ministry of Women Youth Sports & Social Affairs

Mrs. Arian Arintetaake- Principal Magistrate- Judiciary

Mr. Rurete Rajinda- Acting Desk Officer- Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Mrs. Tekaniri Kirata- Gender Inclusive Education Officer- Ministry of Education

Mr. Teita Teikake- Inspector – Prisons Department- MOJ

Mrs. Taonibeia Mwakuti- Human Rights Officer- MOJ

Mrs. Aileen Bauro- Human Rights Officer- MOJ but joining from in Geneva 

4. Let me refresh what you have learnt from the report about our country. We are tiny compared to big countries and we are made up of small islands spread across a vast ocean with a total population of just above 120 thousand. The capital island is called Tarawa and it is where all the major activities and developments take place as well as providing space for Government and High Commissions. Due to small land space, there is a challenge there experienced on the capital island. 

5. In our two days of engagement for Government of Kiribati State Review from 6-7 November 2023, our State delegation is looking forward to receive in our constructive dialogue with your committee of experts   questions that you may have on our development achievements in our policies and domesticated laws. The delegation members will try their best to respond to the questions you may present during these 2 days. We hope that your concluding observations will direct our State to work into improving our laws and policies for the sake of protecting human rights of our people.  

6. Ratification of the UNCAT by our Government in 2019 can be treated as a complement to our existing laws especially those that were enacted before that year in particular our Constitution in Chapter 2 which is the Bill of Rights that prevents ill treatment of citizens. This denotes the fact that our Government fully supports the protection of human rights of all its citizens from young to old. However, we understand that there is still a lot of work to do in order to achieve what is required and to comply to what is there in the treaty.

7. Let me provide you with the overview of the UNCAT progress in terms of domestications of laws, the Constitution under chapter II guarantees prohibition of ill-treatment to its citizens. The Family Peace Act 2014 protects families Rights from Torture for all family members. Education Act 2013 in abolishing corporal punishment in all schools to prevent torture to students. Juvenile Justice Act 2015 to protect children in conflict with the law and keeping them out of prison and setting standards for the youth justice system. The Prison Ordinance provides for the rights of inmates not to be bullied or mishandled by officers. The Police Service Act to protect detainees from the brutality of police, Police Powers and Duties Act for the protection of detainees, Police Services Standing Order for the measures taken when arresting and detaining citizens and others. Penal Code also covers the criminalisation of those who commit ill treatment in the form of torture and brutality to others. Mental Treatment Ordinance covers provision for officers who cause bodily harm to patients. 

Mr Chairperson
8. We wish to acknowledge our external partners who have assisted our Government of Kiribati in terms of Capacity Building for unpacking this treaty to the Kiribati National Human Rights Taskforce. These are the Human Rights and Social Development within the South Pacific Community, the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights in Fiji, the Commonwealth Secretariat in Geneva and UNICEF for providing technical and legal advices and funding assistances. In addition, we wish to extend our thanks to the Secretariat of Initial Convention Against Torture in providing training to all Pacific Islands on the UNCAT this year

9.  In closing, I thank the Committee of experts who are present here now for our UNCAT Initial Report State Review and I do hope that this dialogue in the two days will bring more insights to Kiribati on this treaty, work on the new ones if any and report back the progress after four years from now. 


	I thank you and 

	I now bestow upon your committee and our delegation and everyone listening, our traditional blessings of Te Mauri Te Raoi ao Te Tabomoa meaning Good Health, Peace and Prosperity.
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