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I. Introduction/Context
The world is currently witnessing a demographic transformation of an unprecedented magnitude. By 2050, there will be more older persons than children under the age of 15 worldwide. This obviously has far-reaching implications for society at all levels and the human rights preoccupations are growing as the population ages.
As a result, the Human Rights Council in 2013 created the mandate of the first UN Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights by older persons. Ms. Rosa Kornfeld-Matte, the former National Director of the Chilean National Service of Ageing and Professor at the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile, took office on 1 June 2014.
II. Explanatory remarks
In view of the lack of a comprehensive framework protecting the rights of older persons, the Independent Expert has regularly drawn on the provisions of CRPD in her assessments of country situations and particular topics, such as autonomy and care or robotics and assistive technology, and when formulating her recommendations.
There are limitations to this approach. Whereas older persons are often portrayed as a homogeneous group, this group is in fact the most heterogeneous of all age groups. Some persons will become increasingly dependent in old age for several reasons—such as illness, impairments or loss of mobility—and may require varying degrees of specific care, but others may be in good health and may be able to live independently or autonomously throughout their lives. Hence the protection configuration and requirements for this group are unique.
There is broad based consensus that older persons are faced with a protection gap. Proposals have been made with regard to new instruments and measures, including a dedicated convention or an optional protocol to an existing convention. The former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in her 2012 report on the human rights situation of older persons, concluded that existing arrangements to protect the human rights of older persons were inadequate and that dedicated measures to strengthen the international protection regime were required, such as a new dedicated international instrument and/or a new special procedure mandate.

III. Activities of the mandate
In the past four years, the Independent Expert focused on collecting good practices from all regions and has so far conducted country visits to Slovenia (2014),[footnoteRef:1] Austria (2015),[footnoteRef:2] Mauritius (2015),[footnoteRef:3] Costa Rica (2016),[footnoteRef:4] Singapore (2016)[footnoteRef:5] and Namibia (2017)[footnoteRef:6]. This is an important aspect of her work and contributes to establishing a repository of knowledge and to provide entry points for cooperation with States and other stakeholders at the national level.  [1:  A/HRC/30/43/Add.1.]  [2:  A/HRC/30/43/Add.2.]  [3:  A/HRC/30/43/Add.3.]  [4:  A/HRC/33/44/Add.1.]  [5:  A/HRC/36/48/Add.1.]  [6:  A/HRC/36/48/Add.2.] 

As is customary and in line with the Council mandate, the Independent Expert presents a thematic annual report to the Human Rights Council every September during an interactive dialogue, where States and non-governmental organizations have an opportunity to comment on the expert’s report and raise questions during a debate that is broadcast worldwide through the Council’s webcast. 
Among the thematic highlights of her tenure are her reports on care and autonomy[footnoteRef:7] and more recently, the report on robots and rights: the impact of automation on the human rights of older persons[footnoteRef:8], which broke new ground as it provided the first comprehensive analysis of the impact of assistive and robotics technology, artificial intelligence and automation on the human rights of older persons - a frontier issue that urgently requires further consideration.  [7:  A/HRC/30/43.]  [8:  A/HRC/36/48.] 

In accordance with her mandate, the Independent Expert works in close coordination with the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing which meets annually in New York. The Working Group has the mandate to consider the existing international framework of the human rights of older persons and identify possible gaps and how best to address them, including the feasibility of further instruments. The Independent Expert reports on developments, challenges and protection gaps in the realization of the rights of older persons, including as input to the work of the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing. She also participates in the annual session in accordance with the respective annual focus. 
In September 2016, the Independent Expert presented the so-called comprehensive report that the Council specifically requested.[footnoteRef:9] In a nutshell, the Independent Expert had to conduct a global status determination of the rights exercise of older persons. Among her main conclusions was that the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing – the main policy document on this issue - was not a human rights instrument and, as it had not been designed to comprehensively address existing protection gaps, was not sufficient to ensure the full enjoyment of their human rights by older persons. She also called on States to consider the various proposals that have been made, notably the elaboration of a convention on the rights of older persons, in light of the cross-regional consensus on the need to strengthen the rights protection of older persons. [9:  A/HRC/33/44.] 


IV. Outlook
In the coming months, the Independent Expert will conduct missions to Georgia and Montenegro. She will also participate in the deliberations of the Open-ended Working Group on Ageing. The two focus areas of the upcoming 9th session, which is scheduled to take place from 23-26 July 2018, are autonomy and independence and long-term and palliative care. In September, she will present her annual report to the Council, which will focus on social inclusion of older persons. She has also been invited, once again, to (only) address and engage in an interactive dialogue with the Third Committee of the General Assembly, while hoping that in future she would be able to report to the Third Committee alike other mandate-holders. 
* * *
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