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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Maat for Peace’ submission on the  LOI of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
Executive summary:
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights on May 20, 1976. The UK is bound to apply the Covenant provisions within the territories under its jurisdiction. Under Articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant, the UK government submitted its seventh periodic report to the Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights on May 20, 2022. It previewed the most important human rights developments in the economic, social, and cultural rights since its review before the Committee during its Fifty-eight session in June 2016.
        The UN Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights is due to review the UK within the issues related to its seventh periodic report during the Working Group No. 72 preparatory session. Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights presents this intervention to get detailed information on these issues. In the seventh periodic report of the state party, especially issues of particular concern to Maat, including those related to the abolition of the Human Rights Law of 1998, the export of weapons to countries that violate international humanitarian law and international human rights law, equality between men and women, social security and the treatment of poverty, and food security. In light of the above, Maat presents its inquiries regarding the most significant issues of particular concern to it as follows:
Repeal of the Human Rights Law
       The UK seeks to repeal the Human Rights Act 1998 and replace it with the so-called British Bill of Rights or Bill of Rights; despite the criticism leveled by human rights defenders, including lawyers, and NGOs, the British Bill of Rights weakens the protection of human rights in the United Kingdom. It provides a legal basis for UK courts to ignore the European Court of Human Rights and limits the accountability for abuses committed by British forces abroad. It limits the ability of individuals belonging to vulnerable or marginalized groups, including refugees and migrants, to realize their rights and be at risk of deportation.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Here’s what you need to know about the ‘Rights Removal Bill’, open Democracy, 24 June 2022, link: https://bit.ly/3BqhBJV ] 

[bookmark: _Hlk122165542]Issues:
Maat seeks to get information from the state party regarding the following issues:
· Explain how the British Bill of Rights or the new Bill of Rights will affect the realization of people's human rights both within the UK and abroad.
· Explain the impact of repealing the Human Rights Act 1998 and replacing it with the British Bill of Rights on the human rights of vulnerable or marginalized groups, particularly refugees and immigrants.
· Explain how the repeal of the Human Rights Act 1998 and the adoption of the new British Bill of Rights will affect the enforcement of human rights judgments of the European Court of Human Rights.
Risk assessments for arms exports
       The UK confirmed that it assessed the risks that British arms exported to countries could pose to the human rights situation in these countries. In addition, it refuses to grant a license to export weapons, military equipment, and technology to governments when it knows there is a risk. It refuses to grant a license if these elements are used to commit or facilitate internal repression or to commit a serious violation of international humanitarian law.
        Maat noted that the British authorities ignore human rights considerations when exporting British arms to Israel. Although the UK confirmed in its seventh periodic report that it considers risks related to human rights violations when approving the export of British arms abroad. The UK exports Israel advanced military technology and equipment, including drones, radar systems, and technology used to combat aircraft. Although, there is reasonable evidence to believe that Israel used these arms and equipment to commit abuses of International Humanitarian Law in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. In this context, international reports, verified by Maat, indicated that the value of export licenses for arms and military equipment granted by the British authorities to the Israeli government between 2016 and 2020 amounted to more than 387 million pounds sterling[footnoteRef:2]. The same reports also indicated that over the past years, Israel used British weapons and equipment in the military attacks carried out by the Israeli occupation forces on the Gaza Strip. It includes Israeli forces' attack on the Gaza Strip on May 10, 2021. The attack resulted in the death of more than 232 people, including 65 children[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  Israel, Campaign against Arms trade, November 18, 2021, link: https://bit.ly/3UHpEJn ]  [3:  Revealed: The British military hardware used in Israel’s bombardment of Gaza, independent, May 22, 2021, link: https://bit.ly/3iTYhOX ] 

Issues:
Maat seeks to obtain information from the State Party regarding the following issues:
· Provide an updated figure on the number of arms import applications the UK rejected since the Committee reviewed it in June 2016. Because there is a risk that these weapons will be used to commit serious violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law.
· Clarify whether the allegations regarding the British government's export of arms and military equipment to the Israeli government are true, even though there is reasonable evidence that these items are used to commit human rights violations against the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.
Asylum seekers
          In its seventh periodic report, the UK government confirmed that it provides asylum seekers with a support package, usually free accommodation and a weekly cash allowance to meet basic living needs, including food and clothing. The government also confirmed that it regularly reviewed the cash allowance provided to asylum seekers to keep pace with rising prices and inflation levels. Maat noted the low level of cash support provided to asylum seekers, despite the British government's assertion that government support provided to asylum seekers helps cover their basic living needs. Asylum seekers cannot meet their basic needs, and the British government stopped all forms of support soon after they got refugee status. In this regard, reliable international reports indicated that the cash support received by asylum seekers in the United Kingdom is not cover their basic needs. It only covers 30 percent of basic needs, and the British government cut off all forms of support only 28 days after they got refugee status. [footnoteRef:4] [4:  2021 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: United Kingdom, Us department of state, April 2022, link: https://bit.ly/3VR5Q7M ] 

Issues:
Maat seeks to obtain information from the State Party regarding the following issues:
· Provide updated information on the amount of weekly support provided to asylum seekers during the last month and clarify how the weekly support provided can meet the basic needs of asylum seekers.
· Indicate whether the state party intends to increase the financial allocations for asylum seekers in the coming period, and indicate the amount of this increase.
Equal rights between men and women
      The UK government confirmed in its seventh periodic report that the gender pay gap in the UK changed by around a quarter in the past decade. The government has also confirmed that it has introduced regulations whereby companies with more than 250 employees must measure and report the wages of men and women. The British government confirmed that these reports motivated employers to recognize and eliminate the wage gap in their organizations and to consider the drivers behind these gaps. Despite the efforts made by the UK government over the past years to achieve equality between men and women in obtaining wages, Maat noticed that there is still a wage gap between women and men, and women still receive lower wages than men. In this context, reliable international reports indicated that although the wage gap between women and men in the United Kingdom narrowed in the long run for low-income earners, it remained stable over time for high-income earners. In 2019, for example, the pay gap between women and men in the UK finance sector was higher than all, with the average woman earning 35.6 percent less than the average man[footnoteRef:5]. [5:  Ibid. ] 

Issues:
Maat seeks to obtain information from the state party regarding the following issues:
· Provide information on measures to address the gender pay gap in all jurisdictions, including Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies.
· Provide updated information on the average wage gap between women and men in various sectors of the UK economy.
Social security and addressing poverty
         In its seventh periodic report, the UK government confirmed that it is committed to completing an annual review of benefit and pension rates to determine whether they have maintained their value with the general price level. It continuously increases these entitlements and pensions in line with inflation and high prices. The government also affirmed that it is pursuing a sustainable and long-term approach to addressing poverty by adopting many measures and policies that contribute to raising the standard of living of all people, especially those in extreme poverty. It includes recent measures allowing low-income working families to keep more of what they earn by lowering the Universal Credit rate from 63% to 55% and increasing Universal Credit working allowances by £500 per annum.
     The UK confirmed in its seventh periodic report that it made more efforts over the past years to address poverty and extreme poverty and raise the standard of living for all people, especially those in extreme poverty. It has expanded social protection programs and increased benefits and pensions to keep up with inflation and rising prices. However, Maat noticed that the British government pursued, over the past years, economic policies aimed at reducing social security benefits, which has exacerbated the levels of poverty and extreme poverty in the United Kingdom. In this regard, Maat noted that the British government recently cut up to £1,040 (US$1,439) annually from social security support for people using the universal credit system. In October 2021, it canceled a £20-a-week increase in social security benefits received by the 6m low-income or unemployed people. It had the negative impact of exacerbating poverty levels, the deteriorating standard of living, increasing food insecurity, debt, and homelessness, and harming the physical and mental health of millions of people in the UK. According to the latest statistics obtained by Maat in this context, approximately 16 million people in the United Kingdom live in poverty, of which about 1.3 million live in extreme poverty.
Issues:
Maat seeks to obtain information from the state party regarding the following issues:
· Provide detailed and updated data on the poverty rate in the state party and information on measures adopted to reduce poverty, particularly among the poorest, most marginalized, and disadvantaged persons.
· Indicate the impact of the austerity economic policies adopted by the state party by deducting part of the social security support due to low-income or unemployed people in poverty and extreme poverty rates[footnoteRef:6]  . [6:    UK poverty: the facts, figures and effects, the big issue, 24 Mar 2022, link: https://bit.ly/3Oqy3ie ] 

Right to food
      In its seventh periodic report, the UK government confirmed that 92% of households in the UK are food secure. However, official data published by the UK government's Work and Pensions Department in March 2021 showed that one in 12 UK households had low levels of food security. In addition, 43 percent of households with universal credit have high levels of food insecurity[footnoteRef:7]. It indicates a discrepancy in the statistics provided by the UK government in its seventh periodic report compared to the official statistics issued by the Work and Pensions Department of the same government. In addition, the demand for food banks has increased in recent years in the United Kingdom due to low income and insufficient social security support. In this context, the largest food bank network in the UK confirmed that it provided 2.5 million emergency food aid packages between April 2020 and March 2021, an increase of 33% in the number of food parcels provided by the network each year[footnoteRef:8]. [7:  Food insecurity: now we have the data, it’s time to act, Church Action on Poverty, 26 March 2021, link: https://bit.ly/3Bu6O1z ]  [8:  UK charity gives out 2.5m food parcels as need hits historic high, the guardian, 22 Apr 2021, link: https://bit.ly/3iUsuNZ ] 

Issues:
Maat seeks to obtain information from the State Party regarding the following issues:
· Provide information on measures to address food insecurity and reduce reliance on emergency food aid from food banks.
· Provide information on how the State party ensures that all people have access to adequate and affordable food.
· Provide updated statistical data, disaggregated by age, gender, and nationality, on the number of food-insecure people in the UK.
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