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The Félix Varela Center is a voluntary citizen organization, legally registered with the Ministry of Justice on September 5, 1993 (Law 61, volume 01, folio 210, file 211-00-3745) as "a civil association, with the capacity own legal, non-profit, with assets of its own rights and obligations and subject to the protection of current legislation. ”In 1997 it obtained special consultative status in ECOSOC, United Nations.

The Center assumes a multidimensional and holistic conception of sustainable development that includes institutional, social, political, economic and environmental dimensions. At the same time, it is part of a humanist project whose essential elements are ethics and participation and service to society. To do this, it works closely with institutions in the country (governmental or not), aimed at promoting sustainable development for the benefit of our society.

As an association, it has two bodies: the Plenary Assembly, made up of the members, collaborators and honorary members, and the Board of Directors, elected from among the members by the Assembly and made up of a director, three vice-directors and a general coordinator. For its daily work, it also has a staff as a permanent work team at its headquarters.

During the 2018-2021 periods, and in keeping with its vision, the Félix Valera Center works to strengthen an active and environmentally responsible citizenry, participant in sustainable development and transformation in community spheres of Cuban society, from an ethical, humanistic and social perspective. social equity.

For this, it assumes working in networks as one of its strategic areas, with the Green Map Network (23 Nodes) and the Culture of Peace Network as two social networks that it builds and encourages throughout the country. In addition, its work includes accompanying community transformation experiences through training and education, this being the second of its strategic work areas. Organizational communication and institutional development management constitute the two remaining areas in which the Center has strategically focused its efforts in these three years.

Article 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, constitutes an essential support for the work of the CFV, in order to safeguard the freedoms of children and respect for the environment. During the accompaniment of community projects and the work of the Green Map and Culture of Peace Networks coordinated by the CFV, numerous educational actions have been carried out for children and adolescents through whom they are reflected your rights. These actions are concentrated on the basis of the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The Green Map and Culture of Peace Networks promote actions aimed at respecting the environment, environmental management for sustainability, the participation of all without discrimination of any kind and based on the principles of justice and social equity. Likewise, non-violent communication, territorial dialogue and agreement for public management are promoted.

The scope of these Networks is national and the participation of children is recognized in the mapping of their places of residence, which represent around 8000 children throughout the country. They are part of educational centers; they join community groups mainly located in vulnerable areas. These groups are incorporated into the territorial nodes of Mapa Verde and are coordinated by promoters, who generally teach classes at the study centers to which they belong.

It is important to highlight that the Green Map and Peace Culture Networks are located in the municipalities of Guanahacabibes (La Bajada), Los Palacios (La Vigía and Puerta de Golpe), Consolación del Sur, San Cristóbal, Marianao, Habana del Este (Alamar East, Guiteras, Camilo Cienfuegos, Campo Florido) Old Havana (Jesús María), Matanzas, Cienfuegos, Cumanayagua, Palmira, Yaguanabo, Ciénaga de Zapata, Venezuela (Júcaro), Bolivia (El Yarual), Santiago de Cuba, Holguín (communities of Edesio Pérez, Oscar Lucero and Pedernales), Moa and Guantánamo (16 municipalities).
Through the purposes that are proposed in the projects of the Félix Varela Center and the accompaniments to community initiatives, the participation of children and adolescents is intended from the commemoration of historical dates, the World Environment Day, the organization of cultural evenings through which values and formative knowledge are promoted based on teaching and learning.

Actions aimed at healthy eating, civic social responsibility, access to drinking water, health care, and environmental educations, among others, have been promoted in the Center's projects. In this sense, children and adolescents are direct beneficiaries of the actions that are undertaken, together with their teachers in schools, educational centers, their families and the community in general.

Currently, the project "Strengthening environmental transformations for adaptability to Climate Change from Cuban communities" has achieved environmental transformations focused on: access to drinking water, reforestation, the rehabilitation of cultural venues and multipurpose spaces, among others. Approximately 500 children have been benefited who are in circles of interest on the environment, expeditions to archaeological sites and protected areas promoted from the aforementioned project.

All of them have placed the rights of the child at their center by raising the well-being of families, the emotional and social support of parents in the upbringing of children and adolescents. It would also mean that the Center's projects promote childcare, the transmission of norms and values based on principles of solidarity, respect, and collaboration.

CFV projects respond to the principles of the Cuban government, whose policy promotes the development of childhood, without any discrimination and on the basis of social justice and a solid humanist foundation.
image1.png
(2

CENTRO
FELIX VARELA




