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REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

STATEMENT BY THE PERMANENT SECRETARY OF HOME AFFAIRS AND INTERNAL SECURITY MR. DICKSON MATEMBO AT THE 24TH SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE ON THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF ALL PERSONS FROM ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE(ICPPED)20THMARCH,2023,GENEVA, SWITZERLAND.









Thankyou Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Committee
The Secretariat
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Republic of Zambia, allow me to sincerely thank you for according Zambia the rare honor and privilege of appearing before this Committee to discuss issues of enforced disappearance. Allow me on behalf of my delegation to extend our gratitude to the Committee and its Secretariat for the warm welcome. Let me assure you of my delegation’s full support and cooperation throughout this engagement. Chairperson and distinguished members of the Committee, my delegation comprises members from the Ministry of Home Affairs and Internal Security as well as the Ministry of Justice.
As the Chairperson maybe aware, this is the first time that Zambia is appearing before the Human Rights Committee on the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED). In this regard, it is my honour and privilege to lead the Zambian delegation to this review session. Suffice to say Zambia ratified this Convention on 4thApril, 2011, but has not been able to submit any report according to the stipulated time frame. Once again Chairperson and distinguished members of the Committee let me express our sincere gratitude for this opportunity.
Chairperson, since the coming into force of the ICPPED, the world has witnessed many cases of Enforced Disappearances. This development concerns us as a country because we now live in a global village, where what affects one country affects the other. Enforced Disappearances have a negative impact on the rights of the victims and creates insecurity globally. Zambian Government has remained resolute in ensuring that all persons are protected from deprivation of personal liberty and laws have been enacted that prohibit deprivation of liberty in any form.
 In this regard, the country has gone ahead to prohibit deprivation of liberty under the Supreme law of the land, the Constitution of Zambia and has made other such provisions in the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code, Chapters 87 and 88 of the Laws of Zambia, despite having no records of cases involving enforced disappearance. The country commits to the full implementation of the Convention and it is for this reason that we have embarked on extensive consultations with various stakeholders with regard to the domestication of the ICPPED.
Chairperson,
Being fully conversant with the issues of enforced disappearance and the joint responsibility that we share as States to identify affected persons and ensure the implementation of policies that protect and guarantee the right to personal liberty, the Zambian Government has been working closely with institutions such as the Zambian Human Rights Commission and Non-Governmental Organisations. The country is taking necessary measures to actively contribute to the global campaign to end enforced disappearance.
In addition, the Zambian Government has oversight institutions that are mandated to receive and investigate cases of deprivation of liberty such as the Zambia Police Service and the Drug Enforcement Commission.


Chairperson,
Despite the economic challenges that Zambia is facing, we remain committed to continuing supporting and protecting all persons that may be at risk of being deprived of their liberty. In the same vein, I would like to appeal to the Committee to continue supporting Zambia as the country joins the rest of the World in the fight against any form of deprivation of liberty.
My delegation and I look forward to further deliberations that will help us work through the challenges and come up with sustainable solutions for protection from deprivation of liberty or enforced disappearance. Allow me Chairperson to conclude by reaffirming the Zambian Government’s commitment to preventing and ending enforced disappearance of persons.

I THANK YOU ALL
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