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Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

It is an honour and a privilege for me and other members of the delegation of the Republic of Armenia to present and elaborate on the combined 12th to 14th periodic reports of Armenia submitted under article 9 of the Convention.
The Government of Armenia is committed to continuing working towards the protection and promotion of human rights- based on the principles of universality, indivisibility, equality and non-discrimination, ensuring enjoyment of all human rights in the political, social, cultural or any other field of public life. This stance of Armenia is not only the Government’s sincere political belief, but also the general dynamics of democratization processes that the Armenian society has been going through for the recent years.  
Respect for human rights is fundamental to achieve inclusive and democratic society based on the rule of law.
I would like to thank the Committee for the list of themes in relation to our report. Throughout this important dialogue the Armenian delegation will strive to address the key issues raised by the esteemed Committee.
Before I get into thematic coverage, I would like to touch on a number of important points that will help to better understand the current situation in the country.
In a relatively short time, we have been facing unprecedented challenges that have had a huge impact on Armenia’s society and its domestic policy. Within the recent years Armenia had to face with the consequences caused by COVID-19 pandemics, influx of NK Armenians resulting from use of force in 2020, attack on Republic of Armenia’s sovereign territory in 2021 and 2022, force displacement of NK Armenians in 2023. It is worth to mention that these acts were accompanied with various online and offline campaigns of hate speech and orchestrated anti-Armenian narratives. 

Mr. Chairman,
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a result of military offensive and ethnic cleansing more than 115.000 Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians were forcibly displaced and found refuge in Armenia. 
The impact of refugee population changes the economic and social policy of the country and have its effect on legislative and other spheres of life.
This influx of forcibly displaced population from Nagorno Karabakh underscored the urgent need to expand public services in Armenia and ensure their accessibility and guarantee their rights starting from access to education and healthcare, to employment and housing.  

The Government has made significant efforts to find resources to provide adequate funding to address the humanitarian emergency and implement mid-term and long term programmes.

Armenia has made voluntary commitments at the Global Refugee Forum 2023 to support refugees from Nagorno Karabakh. 

Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Despite these unprecedented difficulties Armenia has been facing the Government proved its dedication to continue effective cooperation with UN human rights bodies and mechanisms.
Armenia has signed or ratified all main human rights treaties. Over the past few years, Armenia has joined various international instruments, which indicates that the state is ready to take on commitments in order to further ensure the protection and promotion of human rights.


In particular, during reporting period Armenia ratified the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (entered into force on January 25, 2023), the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on Communication Procedure (19 January, 2021), Optional Protocol  to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (13 October, 2020), Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (ratified on 19 March 2021), Council of Europe Protocol No.13 concerning the abolition of the death penalty in all circumstances (entered into force on February 1, 2024), Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Convention, ratified on 11 May 2020).
In 2024, Armenia became a State Party to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC).

As a good practice Armenia continues the development and implementation of different action plans and strategies in various spheres of human rights such as fight against corruption, fight against trafficking, protection of the rights of children, people with disabilities, gender equality and many others.

The National Strategy for the Protection of Human Rights and the Action Plan for 2023-2025 is currently under implementation. It covers broad field of activities, setting out our priorities, actions and commitments regarding various issues. The Action Plan helps us accelerate, institutionalize and better coordinate efforts to respond to certain challenges with more emphasis on the protection of the rights of vulnerable groups. 

Among other issues, the Action Plan covers topics related to freedom of peaceful assembly, right to represent public interest in court, fight against hate speech and anti-discrimination measures.


The process of preparing of all action plans, as well as national and periodic reports of Armenia for submission to various monitoring bodies, is open and inclusive, with broad participation of civil society representatives and NGOs. I am happy to announce, that just a few days ago the National Mechanism for reporting, implementation and follow up was established in Armenia which will also institutionalize the cooperation with civil society. 



Mr. Chairman,

I will now go to the list of themes, briefly inform you about latest development in domestic legislation and the policy framework for its implementation.

Armenia is dedicated to fostering an environment of mutual respect, understanding, cooperation, tolerance and intercultural dialogue for all individuals residing in its territory, regardless of their ethnic, linguistic, or religious identity.
In 2021, Armenia established a National Minorities Day in its official list of holidays.
In 2024, the 3rd of August was designated as a commemoration day for the victims of the 2014 Sinjar Yezidi Genocide by a decision of the National Assembly of Armenia.
Integration and inclusion policies in Armenia concern linguistic and religious minorities historically present in the country on the one hand and refugees, asylum seekers and migrants on the other hand. 
The National Strategy for the Protection of Human Rights and the Action Plan for 2023-2025 outlines the creation of legislative guarantees for the protection of the rights and freedoms of national minorities. The draft law “On National Minorities” is being amended to align with international best practices and standards, in accordance with the National Strategy and the Action Plan 2023-2025 for the Protection of Human Rights. In 2023, the draft law “On national Minorities” was submitted to the Council of Europe for an expert opinion. In 2024, it was reviewed by the Venice Commission.
The National Strategy for the Protection of Human Rights 2023-2025 under the heading “Equality, Prohibition of Discrimination” includes provisions for the adoption of the draft law on “Ensuring equality”. The Draft aims to ensure equal treatment of every person and citizen, providing equal opportunities to exercise their rights and freedoms without discrimination. 
The new Audovisual Media Law, which entered into force in 2020, explicitly prohibits the broadcasting of programmes that aim to promote discrimination based on national, racial, gender or religious grounds and makes it mandatory for all licensed broadcasters either to sign a code of ethics or to adopt their own self-regulation rules. It’s noteworthy also to mention that national minorities have allocated quotas on Public radio to produce and broadcast programmes on their mother tongues. 

The Government of Armenia prioritizes the policies aimed at combating exclusion and marginalization through inclusive education and fostering a society that is respectful of diversity. 
To this end our education system is undergoing large-scale reforms, starting from revision of curricula to construction of physical infrastructure. Allow me to present that in 2023, a total of 941textbooks were published in national minority languages. As part of the Armenian government’s project to build 300 schools and 500 kindergartens, a kindergarten for 144 students is being constructed in Alagyaz, the largest Yezidi community in Armenia. 
To support the preservation of minority languages, the state budget allocates financial resources not only for educational programmes, textbook publishing, and pedagogical training but also to non-governmental organizations representing ethnic communities (the amount of funds provided by the government increased regularly and reached 25 million drams). This funding supports also the publication of periodicals by these communities. In addition, the Government is taking affirmative measures in order to prepare new specialists, who can teach minority languages in schools. 
Dear colleagues, 
The new Criminal Code contains anti-discrimination and hate crime provisions in an open list of protected grounds, including race, skin colour, belonging to an ethnic minority, religion and “other circumstances of a personal and social nature”.
On 12 June 2024, the National Assembly adopted a draft bill during its first reading, setting the minimum age for marriage at 18, without exceptions, effectively eliminating premature marriages. On 11 September 2024, the law was adopted in its second reading and in its entirety. It should be highlighted that the amendment was initiated and later widely discussed with the representatives of different groups, including ethnic minorities. 
The legal basis for naming or renaming geographical objects in Armenia, as well as the registration and preservation of historical and cultural heritage names, is regulated by the RA Laws “On Geographical Names” and “On Local Self-Governance” and other legislation. The preservation of the traditions and historical-cultural heritage of national minorities in Armenia is a priority in the standardization of geographical names. It should be also mentioned that based on the consultations with local communities populated with ethnic minorities these settlements were excluded from the list of enlargement of communities. In the same time the Government increased direct budgetary support in order to ensure the sustainable socio-economic development of the latters.   
I would like to reaffirm the importance and necessity to protect national, racial, ethnic and religious groups from threats to their very existence and reassure significance of eradication of racism and xenophobia. 
Armenia acknowledges the crucial role of cross-border interaction in fostering intercultural dialogue, preserving historical, civilizational, and cultural heritage, and ensuring stability, peace, and sustainable economic development in the region.
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