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Shadow Report
The fifth and sixth periodic reports of the Arab Republic of Egypt
Submitted to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child

Introduction
The Arab Organization for Human Rights (AOHR) submits this report to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child as a comment on the periodic report of the Arab Republic of Egypt, which will be discussed during the 96th session (6 - 24 May 2024), noting that the work on preparing this report ended on 14 March 2024.
About Us
AOHR, is an international non-governmental organization that works to promote respect and protection of human rights and spread its culture. It is the oldest organization working in the field of human rights in the Arab Republic of Egypt, as it has been headquartered in the Egyptian capital, Cairo, since the organization’s founding in the year 1983. The status of the organization’s headquarters was legalized as a “foreign organization that is a guest of the Egyptian capital, Cairo”. According to a headquarters agreement signed with the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in May 2000, after the Civil Associations Law 153/1999 and subsequent civil society work laws recognized human rights activities among the authorized legal activities.
AOHR, has branches and member organizations in 16 Arab countries and among the main gathering centers of Arab communities in 15 European countries, in addition to individual membership that includes 73 countries. It is the oldest Arab human rights organization that has obtained special consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (since 1989). The organization also has the status of executive relations with UNESCO, and the status of observer with the bodies concerned with human rights in the African Union and the League of Arab States. The organization is a founding member of the Bar Association of the International Criminal Court, and the oldest partner in the Arab region and the Middle East to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and other United Nations institutions related to human rights affairs.
Comments and recommendations
1. The organization initially expresses its appreciation to the government of the Arab Republic of Egypt for submitting its fifth and sixth periodic reports to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, but this does not prevent the organization from noting the government’s delay in submitting its periodic reports on the scheduled dates. The organization would like to express its aspiration that the Egyptian government will continue to fulfill its periodic reports on time in accordance with the National Human Rights Strategy that it announced in September 2021. Especially after the government submitted its late reports to the Committees on Civil and Political Rights and Anti-Torture, which were discussed last year 2023.
AOHR calls for:
a. The obligation of the State party to submit its periodic reports to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child and other treaty committees on scheduled dates, especially since this would be in its interest to conduct a fair assessment that supports its public pledges to advance in bridging gaps and enhancing the protection and respect for human rights, as endorsed by the National Human Rights Strategy 2021. – 2026.
2. The organization reiterates its concerns about the delay in reforming penal legislation, especially the Criminal Procedure Code of 1950 and the Penal Code of 1937, despite their adoption as pledges in the National Human Rights Strategy, as they are a top priority in strengthening the state of basic rights, and an essential key to progress in reforming the human rights situation.
Both laws were the focus of the dialogues that the organization initiated during the period from spring 2017 to summer 2020, in which the state’s executive, legislative and judicial authorities participated positively in the context of an open and constructive dialogue with civil society organizations concerned with human rights.
The organization is concerned about the delay in issuing the new comprehensive criminal procedure law despite its approval by the government and the completion of the work of the parliamentary committee technically responsible for reviewing it.
In order to implement the obligations under the Convention and under the national constitution, the organization renews its call for:
a. The state pledges to expedite the adoption of the new law and issue it as soon as possible to overcome the adversity that have negatively affected the application of criminal justice in the country for all societal groups, including children.
b. The government should accelerate the process of consultations which began in the summer of 2023 towards reviewing the Penal Code; adopting modern penal concepts; and updating the law in a way that is sought by those working in the law and all of society, including children.
3. The organization welcomes the important legislative advances in the field of protecting and promoting children’s rights since 1996, especially the adoption of the latest criminal protection applications for children and the concept of restorative justice for accused children, and the treatment of children in the context of illegal immigration as victims who must be cared for. And prohibiting physical attacks on children in the educational and family contexts. Furthermore, empowering and ensuring the independence of the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood. In addition to prohibiting the forced recruitment of children and prohibiting volunteer children from engaging in combat and dangerous activities before they reach the age of 18 years.
However, AOHR calls for:
a. It is necessary to complete the establishment of child protection committees in the governorates to include all parts of the country.
b. Ensure the availability of an appropriate level of psychological support for children who are victims of illegal immigration, and increase the number of care homes to keep pace with needs.
c. Strengthening mechanisms for monitoring teachers’ behavior in schools to ensure a safe environment from physical attacks.
d. It is necessary to prevent the scourge of extremism and the incitement of religious discrimination and hatred, which constitute a strong obstacle to the progress of efforts to purify educational curricula from impurities and strengthen them with positive values that encourage citizenship and human rights.
e. Providing the necessary capabilities for the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood to fulfill its role, and strengthen its legislative mandate, and ensure the necessary components to activate this mandate.
f. Announcing the results of judicial inspection visits to child care homes, regardless of their diversity, in a comprehensive manner.
g. Strengthening mechanisms for monitoring the misuse of websites and social media that may constitute a gateway to violating the rights of children or exploiting them, and strengthening the prohibition of the use of children in commercial advertising.
4. AOHR welcomes the efforts of the Egyptian government to combat the crimes of female genital mutilation, and the legislative, judicial and public awareness efforts of the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood, the National Council for Women, and the Ministries of Health and Social Solidarity.
AOHR calls for: 
a. Implementing field awareness programs with the assistance of relevant civil society organizations to enhance public awareness of the dangers of these crimes and their psychological and physical effects on children, thus contributing to the success of the efforts adopted.
b. Accelerating the digital transformation in documenting marriage contracts in a way that helps reduce social fraud on the law, as some families resort to marrying minor children through customary methods until they reach the legal age.
5. AOHR renews its welcome of the Egyptian government’s efforts to combat children’s involvement in dangerous work.
AOHR, renews its call for:
a. Strengthening the ability of local administrations to organize children’s enrollment in appropriate work in accordance with applicable legal controls.
b. Imposing control on the means of transportation for children while they are involved in the labor market.
c. Providing additional incentives for families working to prevent their children from dropping out of education.
6. The organization views with appreciation the presidential development initiative “A Decent Life,” which the results of implementing its initial stages have confirmed its significant impact in building the nurturing environment for the enjoyment of civil, political, economic, social, and cultural human rights, and eliminating the marginalization gap between urban and rural areas.
AOHR, call for:
a. Accelerating the establishment of the National Anti-Discrimination Commission in accordance with the text of Article 53 of the Constitution, and what was confirmed by the outcomes of the National Dialogue in its first phase in 2023.
b. Involving civil society in promoting extracurricular activities at the basic and secondary education levels in a way that supports the promotion of citizenship and the rejection of extremism and religious intolerance.
Conclusion
The organization appreciates the essential pledges included in the National Human Rights Strategy that bridge the few remaining gaps and enrich ongoing efforts. It emphasizes its aspiration to accelerate the pace of work to activate the objectives of the strategy, and to conduct interim studies for evaluation and measurement of impact in cooperation between the government, state institutions, and civil society organizations.
In this context, the organization thanks the Permanent Supreme Committee for Human Rights for its continued keenness to consult with human rights institutions with experience in the areas of activating the strategy. It insists that the circle of consultation be expanded to include all executive, legislative and judicial sectors in a way that ensures the implementation of the general directions under agreement in a practical and applicable manner that achieves an environment that enjoys rights and freedoms.
