Closing statement by Carsten Herstel, Director-General for Longterm Care at the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport, Government of the Netherlands, at the 31st session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

Madam Chair, distinguished Members of the Committee, NGO representatives, ladies and gentlemen, 
It was an honour to address, on behalf of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, the distinguished Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities during the consideration of the first report of the Kingdom of the Netherlands on the implementation of the CRPD. 
During our dialogue today we have discussed every article of the Convention and the translation of those articles in various parts of Dutch legislation and policy. The stories of persons with a disability living their everyday life must never get lost in that conversation about translation. And must always be the guiding light in the governments journey towards improvement and progress. Therefore I would like to conclude with one more story, the story of Vesper. 
Vesper, a young girl from our country, is a huge fan of the Efteling, one of Europe's best visited recreational theme parks. For Vesper, and many other children and adults in the Netherlands, it is important that the Efteling and other recreational facilities continue and improve on existing efforts for accessibility. It makes me proud to see that Vesper herself joined an advisory group of the Efteling to advocate this point to the park’s employees and management. And in her story we also see reflected the beneficial relation between recreation and wellbeing. 
Her story also sheds light on two other important overarching themes linking to the Convention. Firstly, the importance of opportunities for advocacy by and for people with disabilities themselves. And secondly, the importance of continual effort to shape societal awareness, as I also stressed in my opening statement for this dialogue. These are two very important themes the Netherlands wants to further address in the upcoming years of implementation.
We are nearing the end of our time here together and I look back on a fruitful dialogue that has sharpened our existing understanding and inspires us with new ideas for further implementing the CRPD in the Netherlands. It is of utmost importance to continue our efforts to further improve and implement the CRPD in the Netherlands. Our goal is to do this by the five-year work agendas to achieve the goals formulated in the National strategy. We are looking forward to the valuable concluding observations of the CRPD Committee that are of great importance to strive towards this ambition. Thank you.
 
