UNICEF Statement to the CRPD Committee - Opening Session, 24 August 2020 (session postponed from March 2020) 
 
Distinguished Chair and Committee members, dear colleagues, 
 
On UNICEF´s behalf, I would like to start by commending the CRPD Committee for its remarkable work to promote the rights of persons with disabilities, particularly persons with disabilities subject to multiple and intersectional forms of discrimination such as girls and boys, LGBTQI children and adolescents, indigenous children and children on the move, and appreciate the opportunity to make this statement. 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and the socio-economic impact, the mandate and work of the CRPD committee to protect the rights of persons with disabilities to access health services, information, hygiene and support services is even more critical. 

I will now outline some highlights of our recent work on children with disabilities. We are particularly encouraged that our collaboration with the Joint Working Group between the CRC/CRPD Committees continues this year.  

As you may know, UNICEF is proud that our current Strategic Plan (2018-2021) has a specific result area on children with disabilities and includes thorough mechanisms to monitor and track progress. 
 
As a result, we are able to report that in 2019, UNICEF reached over 1.7 million children with disabilities across 142 countries, an increase from 1.4 million children with disabilities in 2018. In a continuation of results from 2018, over a third of UNICEF humanitarian responses were systematically inclusive of persons with disabilities. In 2019, 128 offices reported progress on inclusive education.

[bookmark: _GoBack]During 2020, ensuring a disability inclusive response to COVID-19 has been a key priority for UNICEF. This includes supporting continuation of learning for children with disabilities in the context of school closures. For example, in a number of countries, including Rwanda, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, UNICEF is working to ensure remote learning opportunities are available for all students, such as through sign language interpretation of any video content. UNICEF is also working to ensure that life- saving information about COVID-19 and prevention is accessible to children with disabilities. For example, in Mongolia, animations produced by UNICEF with preventive messages for children have been translated into sign language and reached more than 4,000 people with disabilities. In addition to these examples, UNICEF is also working to ensure that children with disabilities have access to water, sanitation and hygiene to enable them to exercise infection preventative measures. We are also addressing the psychosocial impacts of the crisis by ensuring that mechanisms for psychosocial support are accessible and inclusive. 

In addition to our COVID response, transformation and closure of residential care institutions and strengthening the prevention of abandonment of children due to disability continues to be a priority for UNICEF.  For example, in Armenia, policy advocacy and support to child care reform has resulted in more than 40% reduction in the number of children in state-run residential care and educational institutions from 2,400 in 2018 to around 1,300 in 2019, more than half of which are children with disabilities. Improving case management processes and strengthening family support services and parenting skills of parents and caregivers of children with disabilities are some of the measures UNICEF is supporting. 

As mentioned, UNICEF works in a number of countries to provide disability-inclusive services in humanitarian contexts. In 2020, the Reference Group on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action, co-chaired by UNICEF, was launched as a platform for ongoing coordination between organizations of persons with disabilities, UN entities and NGOs. UNICEF also leads inter-agency efforts, supported by DFID, to strengthen disability inclusion in Humanitarian Needs Overviews and Humanitarian Response Plans. UNICEF is committed to accelerating disability-inclusive programmatic efforts in both humanitarian and development contexts. 
   
Finally, we are steadily making progress on aligning our internal policies with the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy. We are finalizing an institutional policy consolidating all our internal mechanisms on disability inclusion and accessibility into a single, aligned policy for the whole organization. 
 
To conclude, we continue to be committed to work together with partners, especially girls and boys and their families and representative organizations, to further strengthen inclusion of children and adults with disabilities, and we look forward to continuing working closely with the Committee. 
 
Thank you once again for giving us this opportunity and for the excellent cooperation.
