Hello,
I want to firstly thank my fellow child human rights defenders who have contributed in the making of this beautiful video and the committee for giving us the opportunity to express our issues freely.
My name is Miriam, I'm a Child Human Right Defender from Lebanon who has been selected as a child advisor on child rights connect's children's advisory team.
I speak here today, with the aim to emphasize and advocate for Child Rights Mainstreaming, a topic which has been a priority among us as a team as mentioned in the video. In fact, during the General Assembly Event of Child Rights Connect, we as child defenders started discussing resolutions for the greater promotion of Child Rights Mainstreaming.
Each and every one of us defenders, is working on a local scale towards these resolutions. Fellow Gloria, from Cameroon, is a young and dedicated activist in the "Silence the Guns Campaigns" Sameer and Mohammed, are developers of games and websites related to child rights. And I, as well, have founded a program to promote civic engagement among youngsters and developed an interactive comicbook for the program.
However, there still remain a few burdens in our way. The improper application of child rights in some countries has been silencing our advocacy. Today I speak on the behalf of some fellow child advisors whose freedom of expression has been taken away due to governmental neglect towards child rights. They wanted you to know that they have a lot to say and they will remain fighting to express their wills freely and creating impactful networks. Additionally, we call for appropriate assistance of guardians, organisations and the Committee to support access to justice for child human rights defenders.
Child rights Mainstreaming cannot be established unless we ensure a global application of the fundamental rights, specifically the freedom of expression and freedom of association.
We, the child human rights defenders, urge the Committee on the rights of the child to develop the concept of children’s advisory teams within the United Nations to promote this Mainstreaming process. By implementing such a plan on a United Nations Level, countries and organizations will be also motivated to pursue it within their communities. And taking into consideration the experience that Child Rights Connect has in such a field, we can assist in training and spreading knowledge on how to treat child defenders in a way to embrace inclusivity.
Thank you for giving me the space to speak. There remains a lot of children to be heard and a lot of global issues to resolve. But the first step towards conflict resolution is listening. And here we are listening to each other today.
