


Check against delivery



Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
80th session
Geneva, 18 October to 12 November 2021


[image: ]








Statement by
Mr. Mahamane Cissé-Gouro
Director,
Human Rights Council and Treaty Mechanisms Division
 
Representative of the Secretary-General





18 October 2021
Palais des Nations, Conference room XXIII
10:00 am (Geneva time)


Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the eightieth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

I am particularly glad to see you all in Geneva after four sessions held online following your last in-person session held here in February 2020. Allow me to thank you for your tireless efforts to prevent a protection gap for women and girls worldwide by working online over the past year and a half, also between sessions, in often challenging circumstances. We are grateful for your perseverance during this difficult time.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

The recent events in Afghanistan have attracted much attention. The rapid takeover of power by the Taliban has raised fears of a return to the brutal and systematic repression of women during the 1990s. In a letter to the United Nations, the Taliban announced their “commitment to all rights of women […] in the light of religion and culture” and committed to “gradually take concrete steps with the help of the international community”. 

However, at a General Assembly side event last month, the High Commissioner deplored that practices on the ground have contradicted these stated commitments.  She noted that women have been progressively excluded from the public sphere and that women are largely prohibited from appearing in public space without a male guardian. To date, girls above the age of 12 have in effect been excluded from attending school, while university students have been sex segregated, with women students to be taught by women professors – of whom there are very few. 

Moreover, the High Commissioner noted that the former Ministry of Women’s Affairs has been disbanded and its premises taken over by a Ministry for the propagation of virtue and the prevention of vice – an all-male office that will enforce guidelines on appropriate dress and behaviour.

I hope that, as highlighted in your joint statement issued on 30 August with the Committee on the Rights of the Child, “those in power and exercising effective control in Afghanistan [will] comply with the basic tenets of international human rights and humanitarian law, including their due diligence obligation to prevent and protect women and girls from gender-based violence and discrimination”. The Secretary-General has made it clear that the UN will engage with the Taliban to promote the human rights of Afghans, with special attention to the rights of women and girls. The High Commissioner has recalled that this means that women and girls must be free to move about without impediment of specific restrictions and have full and equal access to essential services, including but not limited to healthcare and all levels of education. It also means that the right of women and girls to live free from gender-based violence must be respected and that they must be able to meaningfully participate in public life, decision-making and the civic space as well as in cultural life, including sports. At this critical juncture, where women and girls in Afghanistan face extraordinary challenges, the High Commissioner has made it clear that we will remain at their side – and I know that your Committee and the other human rights mechanisms will do the same.

Madam Chair,

	In her interactive dialogue with the Human Rights Council last month on her analytical report on the “Current state of play in the mainstreaming of the human rights of women and girls in conflict and post-conflict situations in the work of the Human Rights Council”, the High Commissioner recalled that the peace and security of our societies is intrinsically likened to the human rights of women and girls. This linkage has been clearly reflected in the landmark Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) and explicitly recognized in different UN resolutions and reports of the Secretary-General. 

	Conflicts and humanitarian crises exacerbate pre-existing forms of inequality and systemic gender-based discrimination as well as other human rights violations faced by women and girls. However, the High Commissioner warned against an overall narrative that reduces women’s experience of conflict and post-conflict situations to victimization. Women play critical roles as human rights defenders, journalists, peace builders, and community leaders. They often organise themselves to provide for basic needs of their communities, ensuring essential services such as education and healthcare, including access to sexual and reproductive health and rights. A full understanding of women’s experiences of conflict is therefore critical for inclusive responses, and for promoting an enabling environment for women and girls to thrive and to meaningfully participate in peace processes, peacebuilding and recovery efforts. It is also critical to build resilient societies and prevent further instability.

	In her report, the High Commissioner invites the Human Rights Council and its mechanisms to consistently integrate a gender perspective and consider the full range of the human rights of women and girls in conflict and post-conflict situations in their work. She encourages the Council to work closely with the Informal Group of Experts on Women, Peace and Security and the Special Representatives of the Secretary-General on sexual violence in conflict and on children and armed conflict and calls for strengthened engagement with civil society, including women’s organizations and women peacebuilders.

Madame la Présidente,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dans ce contexte, je souhaite féliciter le Comité pour son travail sur l'intégration des droits des femmes dans l'Agenda pour les femmes, la paix et la sécurité. Je note, en particulier, qu'à la suite de l'adoption de votre Recommandation générale historique no. 30 (2013) sur les femmes dans la prévention des conflits, les situations de conflit et post-conflit, vous avez régulièrement adressé des recommandations aux États parties en situation de conflit ou de post-conflit afin de contrer les effets néfastes et disproportionnés des conflits sur les droits des femmes et des filles et d'assurer leur participation significative aux processus de paix et aux efforts de reconstruction. Je note également qu'en 2018, vous avez signé un Accord-cadre de coopération avec la Représentante spéciale du Secrétaire général sur les violences sexuelles dans les conflits, l'ex membre du Comité, Pramila Patten, en vertu duquel vous collaborez à des initiatives importantes telles que la prochaine déclaration commune qui sera publiée conjointement avec le Comité des droits de l'enfant et visant à « Assurer la prévention, la protection et l'assistance aux enfants nés de viols liés à un conflit et à leurs mères ».

Madame la Présidente,
Mesdames et Messieurs les experts,

La 33ème réunion annuelle des présidents des organes créés en vertu d'instruments internationaux relatifs aux droits de l'homme, conduite sous la direction de la présidente du Comité des droits des personnes handicapées (CDPH), s’est tenue du 7 au 11 juin 2021. À la suite de la réunion, la présidente du CDPH, a présenté des propositions détaillées, en consultation avec le CDPH, qui pourront être examinées par tous les Comités au cours de leurs réunions jusqu'à la fin de l'année. Le HCDH continuera à soutenir les organes des traités dans cette entreprise cruciale pour l'avenir du système des organes conventionnels, notamment en facilitant, si cela est jugé nécessaire, une autre réunion des présidents, en vue de parvenir à un consensus sur les questions principales: (1 ) l'élaboration d'un calendrier d'examen prévisible qui maximise les synergies et les complémentarités entre les organes des traités et assure le plein respect des obligations de présenter les rapports, y compris la possibilité de remplacer un examen sur deux par une revue ciblée ; (2) l'harmonisation continue des méthodes de travail ; et (3) la transition numérique, y compris l'utilisation de nouvelles technologies pour accroître l'efficacité, la transparence et l'accessibilité du système des organes des traités.

Distinguished members,

I will now recall recent developments regarding women’s rights and gender equality at the intergovernmental level. The annual discussion on the integration of a gender perspective throughout the work of the Human Rights Council and that of its mechanisms this year focused on the gender digital divide in times of the COVID-19 pandemic. The panel on 27 September discussed how the gender digital divide can be overcome in a sustainable and crisis-proof manner and how it can better be taken into consideration in concrete COVID-19 response and recovery measures. 

Importantly, the Council also adopted a resolution on child, early and forced marriage in times of crisis, including COVID-19, retaining progressive language on unsafe abortions, respect for bodily autonomy, intimate partner violence and marital rape, the right to sexual and reproductive health including access to education and information on sexual and reproductive health, participation of youth and feminist groups and human rights defenders, and intersecting forms of discrimination. In the preamble of the resolution, the Council is “taking note of the guidance note of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, issued in the context of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, aimed at mitigating the devastating impact of the pandemic, in particular on all women and girls”.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

I am aware that you have a heavy programme ahead of you for the next 4 weeks, including notably constructive dialogues with ten States parties. I therefore would like to extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session.

Thank you for the attention.
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