a) Impact of Hong Kong National Security Law (NSL) on civic space

1. Since June 2019, protests become violent: armed protestors attacked Hong Kong Legislative council building and police stations; blocked local traffics include MTR and roads, some even attacked local civilians. From a political demonstration to become as simple as riots and attacks. In between June 2019 until June 2020, protestors only allow voices against the HKSAR government. Normal citizens couldn’t get to work because of MTR service disruptions by protestors or road blockage set by them. Civilians were intimidated and angered over traffic chaos. Different local business was also impacted, and even got attached by the protestors which encountered losses and uncertainty over this period.

2. National security risks in the HKSAR have become apparent since 2014, and large number of illegal activities such as "Hong Kong Independence", riots and violent terrorist activities have seriously endangered the sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity of Hong Kong and attempt to cause bad influence to effect “One country two system”. Some foreign countries or overseas forces have interfered in Hong Kong's affairs and used Hong Kong to engage in activities to endanger China's national security.

3. NSL was design to protect and against domestic threats and the ability to ensure Hong Kong as a continued city of security. It will also ensure that Hong Kong becomes a safer and more stable city. It clearly addressed (NSL) in Article 4 that human rights shall be respected and protected in safeguarding national security in the HKSAR. 

4. Within the (NSL) “Rights and Freedoms” appears a lot between article 6 – 25. It is a clear message from the CPC National Congress that Hong Kong do have a high degree of autonomy as well as freedom of speech. 

5. The fact is after 1st of July 2020 (NSL) apply in Hong Kong, since then there were a significant drop on street riots or any above issues which effect Hong Kong social order. (NSL) can brings stability to Hong Kong and the past two years proved.





b) Equal rights of men and women

6. As one of the leading international financial centres, Hong Kong is a prime location for financial services, and home to many international talents. 

7. First of all, in terms of education fairness and government spending. In 2022-23, government total expenditure on education is over HK$100 billion which is around 13.8% of the total estimated expenditure in Hong Kong. HKSAR Government offers up to 12 years of free primary and secondary education through public sector schools to all eligible children with the right of adobe in Hong Kong, of which 9 years is compulsory. Student have equal opportunity to get into higher education after taking public exams. In 2022, there are more than 50% of the university students are female, in other words, more women than men are getting higher education and thus more opportunities for upward mobility. 

8. To promote gender mainstreaming in order to achieve gender equality, HKSARG has been working along with the Women’s Commission to work on the design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation process of the legislation, policies or programmes. The HKSARG has also been advocating public-private partnership with the aim of ensuring all sex have equitable access to the resources and opportunities in our society.

9. The Labour Department provides a range of employment services to meet the needs in the labour market. To help with women that are facing difficulties to work full-time due to family commitment or other reasons, The LD set up a specific programme and training to engaging for female in both full time and part-time jobs.

10. Hong Kong Women’s Commission was established by the HKSARG back in 2001. It’s a high-level central mechanism which appointed by the Chief Executive. 

11. The HKSARG is committed to safeguarding women’s right and promoting such important message. On 17th March, 2021 the Legislative Council has passed the “Sex Discrimination (Amendment) Bill 2020” to provide protection from harassment for breastfeeding women. Since the protection is not limited to work place equality, we suggest that the last sentence be removed. 

Small House Policy

12. Small House Policy was first introduced fifty years ago in November 1972.

13. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]According to the Basic Law, Under Chapter 3 Article 40, “The lawful traditional rights and interests of the indigenous inhabitants of the “New Territories” shall be protected by the HKSAR”. The Court of Final Appeal (CFA) 5th of November 2021, ruled on the judicial review of the Small House Policy, upholding the lawfulness and compatibility of the Policy with the Basic Law.
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