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CEDAW/C/2021/I/CRP


		Report of the Committee on the
		Elimination of Discrimination
		against Women

		Seventy-eighth (online) session
	(15 – 25 February and 4 March 2021)

		Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
		Decisions
		Decision 78/1
Joint call for national action plans to achieve gender parity by 2030
On 25 February 2021, the Committee adopted a “Call for national action plans to achieve gender parity by 2020”, to be issued jointly by the Committee and the Inter-Parliamentary Union on International Women’s Day on 8 March 2021 (https://bit.ly/3tx3Piy).
		Decision 78/2
Joint statement on “Corruption and human rights”
On 25 February 2021, the Committee endorsed a joint statement on “Corruption and human rights”, to be issued jointly by the Committee and the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the Human Rights Committee (future link). 
		Decision 78/3
Election of the Chair
On 15 February 2021, the Committee elected Gladys Acosta Vargas as the Chair of the Committee.
		Decision 78/4
Election of Vice-Chairs and Rapporteur
On 15 February 2021, the Committee also elected the other officers of the Committee as follows: Nahla Haidar, Vice Chair; Aruna Devi Narain, Rapporteur; Ana Peláez Narváez, Vice-Chair; and Elgun Safarov, Vice Chair.
		Decision 78/5
Working Group on Communications
The Committee elected the members of the working group on communications as follows: Hiroko Akizuki, Marion Bethel, Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen, Hilary Gbedemah, and Genoveva Tisheva.
		Decision 78/6
Working Group on Inquiries
The Committee elected the members of the working group on inquiries as follows: Louiza Chalal, Bandana Rana, Rhoda Reddock, Elgun Safarov, and Natasha Stott Despoja. 
	Decision 78/7
Appointment of rapporteur on follow-up and alternate rapporteur 
The Committee decided to appoint Louiza Chalal as rapporteur on follow-up and Natasha Stott Despoja as alternate rapporteur, both for a period of two years from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2022.


	Decision 78/8
Appointment of rapporteur on reprisals and alternate rapporteur 
The Committee decided to appoint Dalia Leinarte as rapporteur on reprisals and Leticia Bonifaz Alfonzo alternate rapporteur, both for a period of two years from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2022.
		Decision 78/9
Removal of the strict limitation on the number of lists of issues prior to reporting adopted at a pre-sessional working group session
Recalling its decision 73/3 that removed the requirement of the submission of a common core document for States parties wishing to avail themselves of the simplified reporting procedure for the submission of their periodic reports, the Committee decided to rescind its decision 70/6 to limit the number of States parties for which lists of issues prior to reporting could be prepared at any pre-sessional working group session to a maximum of three. In this context, the Committee decided that the number of States parties for which lists of issues prior to reporting can be prepared at any pre-sessional working group session shall be determined on a case-by-case basis.
		Decision 78/10
General discussion on the rights of indigenous women and girls
		The Committee decided to hold a half-day of general discussion on the rights of indigenous women and girls during its seventy-ninth session.		
		Decision 78/11
Pre-Sessional Working Group
The Committee confirmed the members of the pre-sessional working group for the eightieth session, Nicole Ameline, Louiza Chalal, Rosario Manalo, Rhoda Reddock and Genoveva Tisheva.
		Chapter II
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 25 February 2021, the closing date of the seventy-eighth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 80 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 114 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its seventy-eighth session from 15 to 25 February and on 4 March 2021 remotely using online platforms due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. In total, the Committee held 5 plenary meetings, and also held 4 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the outgoing Chair of the Committee, Hilary Gbedemah, at its 1793rd meeting on 15 February 2021.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/78/1) at its 1793rd meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-session working group
The report of the pre-session working group (CEDAW/PSWG/78/1), which met from 13 to 17 July 2020, was introduced by Marion Bethel at the 1793rd meeting. 
	E.	Organization of work	
On 15 February 2021, the Committee elected Gladys Acosta Vargas as Chair of the Committee for a term of two years, pursuant to the rules of procedure of the Committee. The following members were also elected as officers of the Committee for a term of two years: Nahla Haidar, Vice-Chair; Aruna Devi Narain, Rapporteur; Ana Peláez Narváez, Vice-Chair; and Elgun Safarov, Vice-Chair.
The following newly elected members of the Committee assumed their duties and took the solemn declaration, as provided for in rule 15 of the rules of procedure of the Committee, on 15 February: Leticia Bonifaz Alfonzo, Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen, Natasha Stott Despoja and Jie Xia.
Also on 15 February, the Committee held an informal closed meeting with H.E. Martin Chungong, Secretary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), and Zeina Hilal, Gender Partnership Programme, IPU, who briefed the Committee on women’s full participation in decision-making in political and public life, including in the context of post-COVID-19 recovery strategies.
On 18 February, the Committee held an informal closed meeting with a representative of an intergovernmental organization, during which country-specific information was provided, as well as information on the efforts made by this organization to support the implementation of the Convention.
Also on 18 February, the Committee held informal public meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and the national human rights institution of Denmark, who provided information on the implementation of the Convention in Denmark.
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Attendance of the seventy-eighth session
All members attended the seventy-eighth session remotely. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the seventy-seventh and seventy-eighth sessions of the Committee
At the 1793rd meeting, the outgoing Chair, Hilary Gbedemah, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the seventy-seventh session of the Committee.
			Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention in light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
At its seventy-eighth session, the Committee considered the ninth periodic report of Denmark. As no physical meetings took place during the seventy-eighth session due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the report was considered, on an exceptional basis, during an online dialogue with the State party, which was held using an online interpretation platform.
The Committee prepared concluding observations on the ninth periodic report of Denmark, which are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol number CEDAW/C/DNK/CO/9.
In view of the exceptional situation created by the pandemic, the Committee could not review the reports of the following eight States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention that had initially been scheduled for consideration at its seventy-eighth session: the seventh periodic report of Bolivia; the eighth periodic report of Indonesia; the ninth periodic report of Peru; the ninth periodic report of the Russian Federation; the initial report of South Sudan; the ninth periodic report of Spain, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the seventh periodic report of Tunisia, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; and the sixth periodic report of Uzbekistan.
The Committee decided to postpone the consideration of these reports in light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The sessions and dates when the aforementioned rescheduled reports will be considered will be announced on the OHCHR website for the Committee (https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CEDAW)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered the follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1)	Burkina Faso (CEDAW/C/BFA/FCO/7) 
2)	Costa Rica (CEDAW/C/CRI/FCO/7)
3)	Cyprus (CEDAW/C/CYP/FCO/8)
4)	Ireland (CEDAW/C/IRL/FCO/6-7)
5)	Saudi Arabia (CEDAW/C/SAU/FCO/3-4)
6)	Lao People’s Democratic Republic (CEDAW/C/LAO/FCO/8-9)
7)	Luxembourg (CEDAW/C/LUX/FCO/6-7)
8)	Mexico (CEDAW/C/MEX/FCO/9)
9)	New Zealand (CEDAW/C/NZL/FCO/8)
10)	North Macedonia (CEDAW/C/MKD/FCO/6)
11) 	State of Palestine (CEDAW/C/PSE/FCO/1)
12) 	Thailand (CEDAW/C/THA/FCO/6-7)
The Committee sent first reminders to the following States parties whose follow-up reports were overdue:
1)	Angola 
2)	Antigua and Barbuda
3)	Botswana 
4)	Congo
5)	Cook Islands 
6)	Ethiopia 
7)	Liechtenstein 
8)	Myanmar 
9)	Samoa 
10)	Serbia
11) 	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
		Chapter V
		Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 18 February 2021. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol regarding its forty-ninth session (see annex 1).
The Committee examined two individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted two final decisions (views), finding no violation of the authors’ rights in relation to communication No. 120/2017 concerning Spain (trafficking in women) and finding a violation of the author’s rights in relation to communication No. 130/2018 concerning Libya (gender-based discrimination against a woman human rights defender). Both views were adopted by consensus. The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) once they have been finalized and sent to the respective parties, through the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights under the link to the relevant session of the Committee, and through the juris database of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (http://juris.ohchr.org/). 
	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee was informed that the Working Group, during its forty-ninth session, had requested the Secretariat to arrange for meetings with representatives of the Permanent Missions to the United Nations Office at Geneva of Mexico, Slovakia and Tanzania to discuss follow-up to views on individual communications.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 16 February 2021. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol regarding its eighteenth session (see annex 2).
In relation to submission No. 2019/1, the Committee decided to designate Lia Nadaraia and Genoveva Tisheva to conduct an inquiry and to seek the consent of the State party concerned to a visit to its territory.
The Committee also endorsed the following decision of the Working Group on Inquiries:
	 (a)	In relation to Inquiries Nos. 2016/1, 2014/3 and 2014/2, that a Note verbale be sent to the Permanent Missions of the States parties concerned to explore the possibility, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, to undertake the respective inquiries in a hybrid format combining desk research and a country visit at a later stage.
		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties under article 18 of the Convention (future link).
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
		Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are tentatively confirmed for the Committee’s seventy-ninth and eightieth sessions, subject to possible restrictions on travel and physical meetings that may be required by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic:
Seventy-ninth Session
Fiftieth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 17 and 18 June 2021
Nineteenth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 17 and 18 June 2021 
Seventy-ninth session: 21 June to 9 July 2021
Pre-session working group for the eighty-first session: 12 to 16 July 2021
Eightieth Session
Fifty-first session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 13 to 15 October 2021
Twentieth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 14 and 15 October 2021
Eightieth session: 18 October to 5 November 2021
Pre-session working group for the eighty-second session: 8 to 12 November 2021
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
Subject to possible future disruptions in the holding of physical sessions due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Committee confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its seventy-ninth and eightieth sessions:
Seventy-ninth session:
(1)	Bahrain
(2)	Kyrgyzstan
(3)	Maldives
(4)	Nicaragua
(5)	Russian Federation
(6)	South Sudan
(7)	Spain (under the simplified reporting procedure)
(8)	Yemen
Eightieth session:
(1)	Azerbaijan
(2)	Ecuador (under the simplified reporting procedure)
(3)	Egypt
(4)	Indonesia
(5)	Lebanon
(6)	Peru
(7)	South Africa
(8)	Sweden (under the simplified reporting procedure)
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
The Working Group met during the session. It discussed and submitted to the Committee a draft decision concerning the removal of the strict limitation on the number of lists of issues prior to reporting adopted at a pre-sessional working group session (see decision 78/9). 
			Working Group on gender-based violence against women
The working group met during the session. The chair of the working group, Ms. Tisheva, presented a first section of the draft guidance note for States parties on the implementation of their obligations and their accountability as set out in general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19, focusing on domestic violence. This section introduces domestic violence as a form of gender-based violence conceptualized through the practice of the Committee as well as in international and regional definitions. Other sections of the draft are being developed by members of the working group. The working group discussed and adopted a programme of work for the completion of various sections on prevention of and protection from different forms of gender-based violence against women.
		Working Group on indigenous women and girls
The working group met for the first time during the session. The chair of the working group, Ms. Acosta-Vargas, and the Secretariat informed the members that a consultant is currently being recruited to support the Committee in the preparation of the general recommendation on indigenous women and girls. The working group updated the internal work plan and tentative timeline for drafting and adopting the general recommendation. The working group recommended that the Committee hold a half-day of general discussion on indigenous women and girls during its seventy-ninth session (see decision 79/10).
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the seventy-ninth session
On 25 February 2021, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its seventy-ninth session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the seventy-eighth and seventy-ninth sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the eightieth session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its seventy-ninth session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its seventy-eighth session and addenda on 25 February 2021 and adopted it ad referendum as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]

Annexes
Annex 1 (available under the 78th session webpage)
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