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NATIONAL UNION OF JURISTS OF CUBA
Contribution to the Republic of Cuba’s Report to the Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED)
Name of the organization:
The National Union of Jurists of Cuba / Unión Nacional de Juristas de Cuba
Description of the organization:

The National Union of Jurists of Cuba is a nongovernmental organization composed of more than 17,300 legal professionals. It is part of Cuban civil society, and its primary objective is to represent the interests of jurists, promote their professional and academic development, and contribute to the development of the population’s legal culture.
Given the nature of its membership and its mission, it is an organization deeply committed to constitutionality, the rule of law, and the promotion, protection, and guarantee of human rights, as well as to the ongoing strengthening of the socialist state based on the rule of law and social justice.
1. Major progress made by the country since its previous review before the Committee (2017)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Enactment of the 2019 Constitution of the Republic, which significantly strengthened the national human rights protection system by expanding the list of rights, recognizing new judicial safeguards, and expressly establishing, in Article 51, the prohibition of enforced disappearance, torture, and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment.
· Inclusion of the standalone offense of enforced disappearance in the Penal Code (Law No. 151/2022), thereby implementing one of the main recommendations made by the Committee in 2017, with provisions addressing aggravating circumstances, the liability of authorities and public officials, and severe criminal penalties.
· Adoption of the Courts of Justice Act (Law No. 140/2021), the Criminal Procedure Act (Law No. 143/2021), the Military Criminal Procedure Act (Law No. 147/2021), and the Criminal Enforcement Act, which strengthen due process guarantees, judicial oversight, habeas corpus, effective judicial protection, and the rights of persons deprived of liberty.
· Improvement of the criminal liability regime applicable to public officials and authorities by regulating liability for acts and omissions, failure to fulfill the duty to report, concealment, and the inadmissibility of invoking due obedience as a justification for unlawful conduct.
· Consolidation of the legal framework for international criminal cooperation through the new Criminal Procedure Act, which strengthens guarantees regarding extradition, international legal assistance, and the protection of individuals against returns incompatible with human rights.
· Taken together, these reforms reflect a comprehensive process of constitutional, legislative, and institutional modernization that has strengthened Cuba’s legal framework for the prevention, investigation, and punishment of enforced disappearance, as well as for the effective protection of individuals’ rights and guarantees.
2. Contributions from the National Union of Jurists of Cuba
· Development of ongoing training and professional development programs for judges, prosecutors, attorneys, university professors, and other legal practitioners on the Constitution of the Republic, recent legislative reforms, international human rights law, and the implementation of international treaties ratified by Cuba.
· Promotion of the study, analysis, and dissemination of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and of international standards related to the protection of personal liberty, due process, and judicial safeguards, through conferences, scientific events, legal publications, and academic activities.
· Developing university outreach and legal education initiatives aimed at the general public to strengthen awareness of constitutional rights, procedural safeguards, and institutional mechanisms for the protection of human rights.
3. Key Persisting Challenges
· Continue the process of harmonizing and refining the national legal framework in light of developments in international human rights law and the practice of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances.
· Continue to evaluate the recommendations made by the Committee whose implementation requires additional measures, including the continued refinement of the institutional framework for the promotion and protection of human rights.
· Continue to strengthen specialized training for all justice system personnel on the prevention, investigation, and punishment of enforced disappearance, as well as on the application of international human rights standards.
· Consolidate mechanisms for monitoring, evaluating, and systematizing information related to the implementation of the Convention, thereby enabling the continued refinement of public policies and institutional responses.
4. Specific Recommendations
· Continue to strengthen the process of reviewing and updating national legislation to ensure its progressive harmonization with the Convention and with evolving international standards.
· Expand ongoing training initiatives for judges, prosecutors, attorneys, criminal investigators, law enforcement officials, and other legal practitioners on the prevention and investigation of enforced disappearances and due process guarantees.
· Continue to promote academic research, scientific publications, and forums for exchange among state institutions, universities, professional organizations, and civil society organizations regarding the implementation of the Convention.
· Strengthen mechanisms for the collection, systematization, and analysis of information to evaluate the practical application of the current legal framework and foster the continuous improvement of public policies.
5. Proposed topics for the Committee to include in its review of Cuba
· Results achieved in the practical application of the crime of enforced disappearance as incorporated into the Penal Code and its impact on strengthening protection guarantees.
· Assessment of the implementation of the constitutional, criminal, and procedural reforms adopted since 2019 regarding the prevention of enforced disappearances.
· Measures developed for the ongoing training of judges, prosecutors, lawyers, law enforcement officials, and other legal practitioners on the Convention and applicable international standards.
· Progress in implementing the recommendations made by the Committee in 2017 and prospects for continuing to strengthen compliance with the obligations assumed by the State under the Convention.
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