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Opening 33th session of the CRPD Committee - 11 August 2025
Statement by Juan Ignacio Pérez Bello, Senior Human Rights Advisor, International Disability Alliance
Distinguished members of the CRPD Committee,
It is an honour to address you today as Senior Human Rights Advisor at the International Disability Alliance (IDA), the global network of organisations of persons with disabilities.
We are meeting at a time of deep challenges to multilateralism, international cooperation, and human rights monitoring, including for UN Treaty Bodies. The ongoing UN liquidity crisis has led to session cancellations across the system, including a shortened CRPD Committee session and the cancellation of the in-person Pre-Sessional Working Group.
As the UN pursues the "UN80" reform process, IDA urges States to ensure that reforms enhance the effectiveness and accessibility of the Universal Human Rights System. This includes full resourcing, sustained monitoring capacity, higher relevance in its interaction with other ongoing international processes, meaningful civil society participation, and accessibility measures. Costs associated with disability should always be covered and should not be a reason for a disparate impact of funding cuts on the work of the CRPD Committee.
Given the worrisome background, IDA commends the CRPD Committee's efforts and courage to remain vocal to address critical situations and push back against regressive national developments. We remain fully committed to supporting your work in collaboration with our members and partners.
In this line, IDA celebrates that the CRPD Committee holds an event on article 11 CRPD and the situation of persons with disabilities affected by war in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. IDA has supported representatives from the Palestinian Union of Persons with Disabilities, the Palestinian Disability Coalition, and the Arab Organization of Persons with Disabilities to be here this week. We trust the Committee’s outcome will build on your May 2024 statement and serve as a strong reminder to States and humanitarian actors of the urgent need to end violence and to prioritize the protection of persons with disabilities during armed conflicts. 
Recalling the January 2024 decision by the International Court of Justice, indicating as a provisional measure that Israel shall take all measures within its power to prevent the commission of all acts within the scope of Article II of the under the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide in relation to Palestinians in Gaza, and noting the continuation of the hostilities and atrocities, IDA calls for full respect of international law, reiterates its October 2023 call for an immediate ceasefire, urge Israel to allow unrestricted, disability-inclusive humanitarian assistance into Gaza, and expresses its solidarity and support to all persons affected, in particular persons with disabilities.
Also under Article 11, IDA calls on the CRPD Committee and OHCHR to ensure sufficient resources for advancing the process towards General Comment No. 9, which has faced delays due to the current context.
IDA welcomes the Committee’s initiative to develop guidelines on addressing multiple and intersectional discrimination against women and girls with disabilities. This work is particularly timely considering rising conservative backlash against feminism and LGBTI communities in many contexts. Despite General Comment No. 3 and recommendations under Article 6 and related provisions, most States still fail to align their laws and policies to effectively address these forms of discrimination. Clear and practical guidance will be an important step forward.
IDA welcomes the development of the new "Follow-up Activities" during this session, an innovative approach to really enhance timeliness and relevance of its human rights monitoring work by addressing -as they happen- highly retrogressive developments on the rights of persons with disabilities in five countries. The outcome of this initiative could providee further guidance on criteria and/or thresholds required, so that OPDs from other countries can provide information on retrogressive developments to be addressed in future sessions.
Earlier this year, together with Germany and Jordan, IDA co-hosted the Global Disability Summit, leading to the adoption of the Amman-Berlin Declaration, endorsed by 74 States. It calls for 15% of international development programmes to have disability inclusion as an objective—signaling the need for more international cooperation funding. IDA also launched the Inclusive Financing Monitoring Initiative during the Seville Financing for Development Conference, in partnership with the UN Global Disability Fund. Selected as an official outcome under the Sevilla Platform for Action, this initiative will help track and promote financing for disability-inclusive development. In this vein, IDA calls the CRPD Committee to give more prominence and to develop in more detail its jurisprudence under article 32 CRPD (International Cooperation). 
Another key process, aslo discussed at the Seville conference, is the ongoing development of a UN Framework Convention on International Tax Cooperation towards a text for adoption in 2027, which could support greater fiscal space for rights implementation of all, including persons with disabilities -overrepresented among the poor and the first ones to suffer retrogresive austerity measures-. The Terms of Reference for the Convention explicitly call for alignment with human rights obligations. As discussions evolve, IDA encourages the CRPD Committee to build on the work of the CESCR Committee and expand its attention and explicit references in recommendations -notably under articles 4(2), 28, 31 and 32 CRPD- to issues related to taxation and human rights, in particular around the concepts of adequacy, progressivity and redistribution and inequality reduction.
IDA will be glad to discuss further in connection to this and invites the Committee to consider establishing a permanent Working Group to follow this and other relevant ongoing international process which could greatly impact on the rights of persons with disabilities, as to inform the Committee's strategic discussions and decisions on statements and other initiatives. 
In closing, IDA expresses its solidarity with all people affected by armed conflict and other crises—especially persons with disabilities— and reaffirm our deep appreciation for the Committee’s essential work, wishing you all a successful session.
Thank you for your attention.
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