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17 December 2018
Dear Mr. Noah Patrick Kouback,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the combined fourth and fifth periodic report of Vanuatu, at the Committee’s sixty-third session, held in February 2016. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/VUT/CO/4-5) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 47 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Vanuatu to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 21 (a), (b) and (c) and 37 of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received on time in March 2018 (CEDAW/C/VUT/CO/4-5/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-first session, held in November 2018 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 21 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “ensure that women who are victims of domestic violence have full access to protection orders and legal remedies”: 
 The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that it has appointed 12 Authorised Persons to issue temporary protection orders for the victims of domestic violence in collaboration with a local NGO. It also notes that legal assistance and advice by the Vanuatu Women’s Centre (VWC) has been contributing to the application of protection order under the Family Protection Act of 2008. The Committee, however, regrets that legal assistance by VWC was introduced before the dialogue with the Committee and the Authorized Persons do not ensure the full access to protection orders and legal remedies by women who are victims of domestic violence. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

Mr. Noah Patrick Kouback
Chargé d'affaires a.i. of the Republic of Vanuatu
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Rue du Pré-de-la-Bichette, 1
1202 Geneva
Email: info@vanuatumission.ch 
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “provide assistance to victims of gender-based violence, including medical and psychological support and shelter, counselling and rehabilitation services, throughout its territory”:

The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party that the Vanuatu Women’s Centre (VWC) together with 42 active island-based committees against violence against women (CAVAWs) have provided support to victims of gender-based violence between 2012 and 2016, including counselling and psychological support and medical expense assistance through the Court Fees Fund. It further notes the assistance provided by hospitals and health centres to the victims. However, it regrets the absence of information on support provided by VWC and CAVAWs after the dialogue with the Committee as well as the lack of information on shelter and rehabilitation service provided by the State party. The Committee considers that there is lack of sufficient information to make an assessment.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is incomplete and fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.
With regards to the recommendation urging the State party to “ensure that perpetrators are prosecuted and adequately punished with sentences that are commensurate with the seriousness of their crimes, in accordance with the Committee’s general recommendation No. 19 (1992) on violence against women”:

The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that the Penal Code has been amended to the Penal Code (Amendment) Act No 15 of 2016, which increased maximum penalty on abduction (Section 92), incest (Section 95), unlawful sexual intercourse (Section 97) and intentional assault (Section 107). It further welcomes that the Supreme Court has applied these amendments in 2017. Nevertheless, it regrets that the State party has not given information on prosecution and adequate sentences. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 21 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Ensure that women who are victims of domestic violence have full access to protection orders and legal remedies.
2.
Provide assistance to victims of gender-based violence, including medical and psychological support and shelter, counselling and rehabilitation services, throughout its territory.
3.
Ensure that perpetrators are prosecuted and adequately punished with sentences that are commensurate with the seriousness of their crimes, in accordance with the Committee’s general recommendation No. 19 (1992) on violence against women. (Since the dialogue with the State party in 2016, the Committee has adopted the general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19)

In relation to the recommendation made in paragraph 37 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “ensure that women, including those living on the outer islands, are included and may actively participate in planning, decision-making and implementation processes concerning disaster risk reduction, post-disaster management and climate change policies”:
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that women are represented in the Disaster Management Committee through National Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction Policy 2016-2030 and National Disaster Act Cap 267 as well as in Community Disaster Committee on Climate Change (CDCCC) in all provinces. However, in the absence of information on whether those female representatives are effectively participating in the planning, decision-making and implementation process, the Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. Therefore, it considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 37 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:
Ensure that women, including those living on the outer islands, are included and may actively participate in planning, decision-making and implementation processes concerning disaster risk reduction, post-disaster management and climate change policies.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Hilary Gbedemah 
Rapporteur on follow-up
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