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Geneva 23 August 2024
By Mrs. Heidi Lindholm, Permanent Secretary, on behalf of the Government of Greenland







Ms. Chairperson, honourable members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

On behalf of the Government of Greenland I would like to thank you for this opportunity to report on the status and development of the rights of persons with disabilities in Greenland.

In accordance with international law, the population of Greenland is recognized as a people with the right to self-determination. Since 1979 Greenland has held independent competences within the Realm of Denmark regarding, among other things, social affairs, education and healthcare. In 2009 Greenland gained self-rule, which allows Greenland to make decisions regarding the transfer of further competences and areas of responsibility from the Danish authorities.

The government of Greenland has taken into consideration the recommendations of the committee and implemented new measures to improve areas that caused concern.

Overall, the government of Greenland strives to improve social welfare and ensure that Greenland meets the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. This includes a focus on the right for every person with disabilities to coordinated, coherent and holistic support, which considers all aspects of the person and the person’s life.

This year Greenland takes 2 important legal steps forward to improve the rights for persons with disabilities. In Spring Greenland’s parliament has passed a new act on equality and anti-discrimination, which includes the establishment of an equal treatment board.
In Autumn Greenland’s parliament will process an act on support for persons with disabilities, which includes more rights than the current act and mandatory digital case management.

Greenland is facing many challenges trying to improve the conditions for persons with disabilities. The geography and long distances between inhabited areas in combination with a small population and lack of trained workforce makes it difficult to meet all the needs of persons with disabilities.  

The government of Greenland has just published a comprehensive cross-sectoral human rights-based national disability action plan for the next 10 years. Our 5 municipalities, the Handicaptalsmand (Spokesperson for persons with disabilities), and other stakeholders in the field of disability have contributed to the action plan. 

On behalf of the government of Greenland I would like to thank the committee for its interest in improving the conditions of the persons with disabilities in Greenland.

Greenland will listen carefully to the recommendations of the committee and include them in our future efforts in this area. 
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