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*Introduction* 
The conflict between Israel and Lebanon is deeply rooted in history, with tensions primarily driven by territorial disputes, regional power struggles, and the role of the occupying power in escalating the tensions. Following the 1948 & 1967 Arab-Israeli Wars, many Palestinian refugees sought shelter in Lebanon. During 1978 and 1982, Israel invaded Lebanon to expel the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), leading to a prolonged occupation of southern Lebanon until 2000. After the rise of Hezbollah in the 1980s, the tension rose between Israel and Lebanon. Since then, Hezbollah and Israel have had several armed conflicts, including after 7th October 2023. 
Following the 2023-2024 Israeli airstrikes against Lebanon, more than 90.000 Lebanese were displaced inside their country, and severe infrastructure damage was left behind. In one of the most significant incidents of hostilities, Israel inflicted widespread physical harm on the Lebanese civilian population through the explosion of pagers. This report will examine civilian Casualties and long-term disabilities caused by Israel in the commission of war crimes.
*1. Israeli Military Operations in Lebanon Post-October 7*
1.1 Nature of Attacks
A large number of Israeli attacks on Lebanon have included air strikes on civilian areas. Israel had violated the ceasefire agreement 18 times in southern Lebanon as of the evening of Thursday, 28 November 2024, including conducting an airstrike in the Bisariyeh area of Sidon and shelling border villages with artillery, resulting in the injury of two people in the town of Markaba. The Israeli army escalated its attacks on Lebanese territory on Sunday, 1 December 2024, particularly the towns along the border, increasing the number of Israeli violations of the ceasefire to at least 62. According to reports, the Israeli shelling has affected several Lebanese towns, including Yaroun, Aitaroun, Aita al-Shaab, Taybeh, Khiyam, Halta, the Marjeyoun Plain, Kfar Shuba, and Shebaa. In addition, the Israeli army imposed a curfew in the area south of the Litani River from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., and established a security cordon stretching from Mansouri in Tre to al-Habariyeh in al-Arqoub. The Israeli army opened fire on several Lebanese individuals during a funeral procession on Friday, 29 November. The procession was for one of the victims in the town, despite the necessary permits from the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) and the Lebanese Army Command having been obtained before the event. Additionally, the Israeli army launched artillery shelling and machine gun fire at the town of Aita al-Shaab, as well as the outskirts of the towns of Markaba, Talousa, and Tal Nahas. Israeli tanks also advanced into areas not previously reached during the fighting that occurred before the ceasefire agreement was signed.
The Lebanese Ministry of Health has reported that three people were injured in an Israeli raid targeting a boat in the southern town of Majdal Zoun, an incident coinciding with the launch of an Israeli shell that struck the town of Khiyam. This occurred after the Israeli army shelled the outskirts of the town of Shaqra at dawn, plus fired upon the neighborhoods of Maroun al-Ras, Bint Jbeil, and the areas surrounding the towns of Bani Hayyan and Markaba from late Friday night into early Saturday morning. Israeli violations also led to the deaths of two individuals in a drone strike on the town of Rab al-Thalathin, one of the southern villages to which residents were prohibited from returning by the Israeli army. Another individual was injured in a separate strike on the town of al-Bissariyeh, located in the Sidon district, north of the Litani River. Further, the Israeli army opened fire on members of the Lebanese security forces while they were inspecting the damage in Saraya Bint Jbeil, forcing them to return to the Rmeish police station. An Israeli Merkava tank also crushed several cars and surrounded multiple families in the town of Aitaroun. The most recent attacks on southern border towns targeted the town of Khiyam, where the Israeli army demolished buildings and homes, dropping three shells on the town and its outskirts. Additionally, artillery was used to shell the outskirts of the towns of Yaroun, Maroun al-Ras, Aitaroun, and Rashaya al-Fakhar, while machine gun fire was also directed at the peripheries of these towns.[endnoteRef:1] [1: https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/israeli-attacks-lebanon-continue-despite-ceasefire-agreement] 

Human Rights Watch in its report on 12th October 2023, stated that Israel's use of white phosphorus in military operations in Gaza and Lebanon puts civilians at risk of serious and long-term injuries.[endnoteRef:2]  [2:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/10/12/israel-white-phosphorus-used-gaza-lebanon] 

The UN’s peacekeeping force in Lebanon, UNIFIL, has said that in just one day (16th October 2024), Israeli forces once again fired on one of its positions in the south, damaging a watchtower.[endnoteRef:3] In another report, it has revealed that Israeli airstrikes hit two buildings in a densely populated area of central Beirut, Lebanon said, in what appeared to be the deadliest attack in the Lebanese capital in more than a year of fighting between Israel and Hezbollah. The strikes killed at least 22 people and wounded at least 117 others, Lebanese officials said. The strikes came hours after United Nations officials said that Israeli forces had fired on U.N. peacekeepers in southern Lebanon, wounding two and touching off international criticism of the Israeli military’s offensive against Hezbollah. [endnoteRef:4] [3: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/liveblog/2024/10/16/live-ten-killed-as-israel-hits-homes-healthcare-centre-in-lebanons-qana]  [4:  https://www.nytimes.com/2024/10/10/world/middleeast/lebanon-israel-hezbollah.html] 

1.2 Civilian Casualties
The Lebanese Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) reports that over 3,000 people have been killed in Israeli attacks on Lebanon since the beginning of the conflict between Hezbollah and Israeli forces along the border. Specifically, the MoPH has reported 3,002 deaths and 13,492 injuries. The conflict, which began in October 2023, has also resulted in the displacement of over 899,000 people within Lebanon and the crossing of an estimated 562,000 people from Lebanon to Syria.[endnoteRef:5]-[endnoteRef:6] [5: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/11/5/death-toll-from-israeli-attacks-on-lebanon-surpasses-3000-health-ministry]  [6: https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/the-death-toll-in-lebanon-crosses-3000-in-israeli-attacks-health-ministry-says] 

Part of Israel's systematic attack targets journalists. The occupying regime targets journalists not only in the occupied territories and the Gaza Strip, but also in hostile territories, including Lebanon, with its deadly attacks. Based on Reuters, an Israeli tank crew killed a Reuters journalist and wounded six reporters in Lebanon on Oct. 13 by firing two shells in quick succession from Israel.[endnoteRef:7] The Committee to Protect Journalists also admitted this report.[endnoteRef:8] [7:  https://www.reuters.com/graphics/ISRAEL-LEBANON/JOURNALIST/akveabxrzvr/]  [8: https://cpj.org/special-reports/no-justice-for-journalists-targeted-by-israel-despite-strong-evidence-of-war-crime/] 

1.3 Legal Violations (War Crimes)
The aforementioned reports and statistics clearly show that Israel is committing war crimes against civilian Lebanese alongside the commission of genocide in Gaza. 
Because of indiscriminate attacks, Israel is violating the Geneva Convention. It should be noted that targeting journalists and other protected people under international humanitarian law is violating the Fourth Geneva Convention as well. Using cluster munitions (which are banned under international law) is another sign of the Israelis’ commission of atrocities. And at last, targeting civilians to pressure Hezbollah is considered “collective punishment”.[endnoteRef:9]-[endnoteRef:10] [9: https://www.icj.org/lebanon-israel-israel-must-cease-indiscriminate-and-disproportionate-attacks/]  [10:  https://wyaj.uwindsor.ca/index.php/wyaj/article/view/4615/3791] 


2. Types of Disabilities Caused by Israeli Attacks
2.1 Physical Disabilities
· Amputations due to bombings and pager blasts: On 17 and 18 September 2024, thousands of handheld pagers and hundreds of walkie-talkies intended for use by Hezbollah exploded simultaneously in two separate events across Lebanon and Syria, in an Israeli attack nicknamed Operation Grim Beeper. According to the Lebanese government, the attack killed 42 people, including 12 civilians, and injured 4,000 civilians (according to Moustafa Bayram, Minister of Labor and a member of Hezbollah). Victims had injuries including losing fingers, hands, and eyes, as well as brain shrapnel.[endnoteRef:11] [11: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/11/6/lebanon-files-complaint-against-israel-at-un-labour-body-over-pager-attacks] 

Case: Amputation Due to Cluster Munitions in Bint Jbeil
Incident: On November 5, 2023, an Israeli cluster bomb exploded near a residential area in Bint Jbeil, a town heavily bombed during the 2006 war.[endnoteRef:12] [12: https://www.the-monitor.org/online-reader/cluster-munition-monitor-2024?anchor=The-Impact-116061] 


· Burn injuries from white phosphorus: According to WHO as of 7 October 2024, over 9869 trauma cases have been reported in Lebanon, with a significant rise in severe injuries such as amputations, severe facial trauma, and burns caused by airstrikes and white phosphorus. Unfortunately, 1416 people were injured by white phosphorus exposure, suffering from severe burns and respiratory damage.[endnoteRef:13] [13:  https://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/lebanon/WHO_Appeal-Lebanon_2024.pdf] 


Case: white Phosphorus Burns in Aita al-Shaab
Incident: On October 15, 2023, Israeli forces shelled the southern Lebanese village of Aita al-Shaab with white phosphorus munitions, a chemical that causes severe burns and long-term health damage.[endnoteRef:14] [14: https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/06/05/lebanon-israels-white-phosphorous-use-risks-civilian-harm] 

Victim: Hassan Farran, a 32-year-old farmer, was tending to his olive groves when the attack occurred.
Injuries & Disabilities:
· Third-degree burns on his arms, legs, and back.
· Lung damage from inhaling toxic fumes.
· Permanent scarring and mobility issues due to tissue damage.[endnoteRef:15] [15: https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1414877/two-schools-mourn-following-israeli-strike-against-hezbollah-in-nabatieh-region.html] 

· Medical Report: Doctors at Tyre Government Hospital confirmed white phosphorus exposure, which continues to burn even after removal from the skin. Hassen requires multiple skin grafts and may never regain full use of his hands.[endnoteRef:16] [16: https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/traces-of-white-phosphorus-found-in-7-people-lebanese-doctor/3023879] 



2.2 Psychological Disabilities
Another aspect of Israeli attacks on civilians in Lebanon involves psychological trauma:
· PTSD among children: Dr. Catherine Russell, the Executive Director of UNICEF, stated that Children across Lebanon are displaying alarming signs of emotional, behavioral, and physical distress. UNICEF teams have met children who are gripped by overwhelming fear and increased anxiety, including separation anxiety, fear of loss, withdrawal, aggression, and difficulty concentrating. Many have disrupted sleep, haunted by nightmares, headaches, and loss of appetite. Deprived of the safety, stability, and support that school provides, many of these children are left without the spaces they need to play, learn, and heal.[endnoteRef:17] [17: https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/war-lebanon-inflicting-devastating-physical-and-emotional-impacts-children] 

· Anxiety and depression in displaced populations: scientific studies show that Lebanese have suffered anxiety and depression in large scale. Lebanon faces a severe mental health crisis, evidenced by elevated rates of probable depression, anxiety, and PTSD. The universal impact of multiple traumas transcends typical determinants, emphasizing the need for nuanced interventions and targeted policy considerations. High rates of mental health disorders emerged — 47.8% screened positive for probable depression, 45.3% for probable anxiety, and 43.5% met the probable diagnosis for PTSD.[endnoteRef:18] [18:  https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/psychiatry/articles/10.3389/fpsyt.2024.1444245/full] 

· Long-term mental health crises: Doctors Without Borders (MSF) studies and reports reveal a long-term mental health crisis in Lebanon, particularly impacting those displaced by the ongoing conflict and economic crisis. The crisis has exacerbated pre-existing mental health challenges, with increased rates of depression, anxiety, and PTSD. MSF provides mental health support through mobile clinics and helplines, but demand remains high due to limited access to care and the stigma surrounding mental illness. [endnoteRef:19] [19:  https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/latest/lebanon-border-clashes-israel-exacerbate-health-needs] 

Key Medical Findings Summary based on Lebanon Red Cross-WHO
	Disability Type
	Cases
	Lifelong Impact
	Required Care Cost

	Burn Injuries
	120+
	Chronic pain, disfigurement
	$50,000+ (grafts)

	Amputations
	47
	Prosthetic dependence
	5,000–5,000–20,000

	Spinal Cord Injuries
	22
	Paralysis, reduced lifespan
	$1M+ (lifetime care)

	Sensory Loss
	89
	Deafness/blindness
	3,000–3,000–10,000 (aids)

	PTSD/Depression
	4,000+
	Suicide risk, unemployment
	Therapy $200/session



3. Targeting women
UN Women, in its publication entitled “Gender and Displacement in Lebanon at the Juncture of the Ceasefire” states that between October 2023 and late November 2024, Lebanon experienced the largest escalation of hostilities with Israel since the 2006 War. Intense Israeli airstrikes coupled with evacuation orders across Lebanon, including in eastern and southern Lebanon and the southern suburbs of Beirut, resulted in mass displacement and heightened socioeconomic vulnerabilities among affected populations. As of 24 November 2024, close to 900,000 individuals were displaced due to the conflict, with women and girls making up 51 per cent of the internally displaced population. Of an estimated 260,000 households, close to 21 per cent were women-led households. The conflict took a profound toll on people’s lives. Lebanese health officials estimate that, since the escalation of hostilities on 8 October 2023, 4,047 people have been killed and 16,638 wounded, including at least 790 women and 316 children.
Following the ceasefire reached on 27 November 2024, around 80 percent of internally displaced persons (IDPs) are estimated to have returned to their places of origin. However, many others are unable to return to their communities due to damage and destruction, as well as restrictions imposed by the Israeli Army. Of the 20 percent that remain internally displaced, 52 percent are women and girls. Despite the ceasefire, the impact of the escalation remains deeply felt across Lebanon. The mass displacement has challenged host communities already struggling to cope with the prolonged and multi-layered social and economic crisis in Lebanon since 2019.
UN Women collected and analyzed data to deepen understanding of the gender dimensions of the. As commonly witnessed in other contexts, this latest Gender Alert confirms that while the conflict impacts civilians indiscriminately, women and girls have been disproportionately affected due to multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination that heighten their exclusion and risks.[endnoteRef:20] [20:  https://lebanon.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2024/12/gender-alert-gender-and-displacement-in-lebanon-at-the-juncture-of-the-ceasefire] 

4. Impact on Healthcare and Rehabilitation
Lebanon's healthcare sector is unable to treat the sick and disabled for several reasons. On the one hand, repeated Israeli attacks on hospitals and medical centers have led to a shortage of resources and equipment, and on the other hand, due to sanctions and blockade-like conditions, access to medical and health items has been limited or impossible. The World Health Organization has said that since the escalation of hostilities between Israel and Lebanon on 17 September 2024, WHO has verified 23 attacks on health care in Lebanon that have led to 72 deaths and 43 injuries among health workers and patients. Fifteen incidents impacted health facilities, while 13 impacted health transport. Hospitals in Lebanon are already under massive strain as they strive to sustain essential health services while dealing with an unprecedented influx of injured people. Understaffed and under-resourced, the health system has been struggling to maintain uninterrupted services to all those in need, with supplies being depleted and health workers exhausted.
Increasing conflict, intense bombardment, and insecurity are forcing a growing number of health facilities to shut down, particularly in the south. Out of 207 primary health care centers and dispensaries in conflict-affected areas, 100 are now closed. Hospitals have had to close or evacuate due to structural damage or their proximity to areas of intense bombardment. As of today, 5 hospitals have been evacuated and another 5 partially evacuated, with critical cancer and dialysis patients referred to other hospitals, also overwhelmed by increasing health needs. Dialysis centers are having to operate an extra three shifts to accommodate the referred patients while being under-resourced for essential blood testing supplies and personnel.
“The situation in Lebanon is alarming. Attacks on health care debilitate health systems and impede their ability to continue to perform. They also prevent entire communities from accessing health services when they need them the most,” said Dr Hanan Balkhy, WHO Regional Director for the Eastern Mediterranean. “WHO is working tirelessly with the Ministry of Public Health in Lebanon to address critical gaps and support the continuity of essential health services, but what people of Lebanon need most is an immediate ceasefire.”[endnoteRef:21] [21: https://www.who.int/news/item/16-10-2024-attacks-on-hospitals-and-health-workers-jeopardize-provision-of-health-in-lebanon] 

Attacks on health-treatment centers and denial of access to pharmaceuticals and medical equipment ultimately lead to long-term complications for patients and, in particular, present a crisis to the disabled and special patients.

5. Israel's violation of International Rules and Regulations 
Almost all international institutions, including the United Nations human rights and humanitarian mechanisms, have emphasized that Israel has committed various types of international crimes and violations of international law in Gaza, the West Bank, the occupied territories, and Lebanon. Israel’s attack on the civilian population and the targeted, indiscriminate, and disproportionate killing of civilians and protected persons, including journalists, violates numerous provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention. Moreover, many international experts have considered Israel's actions towards Lebanon to be war crimes, and some have even extended the genocide from Gaza to Lebanon.[endnoteRef:22] [22:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/10/30/lebanon-israeli-attacks-medics-apparent-war-crimes] 

Israel's role in the issue of disability must be examined at two levels: a) causing permanent disability through bombing, attacks with prohibited weapons including white phosphorus, causing severe burns, etc. against the civilian population, and b) violating the rights of people with disabilities through destroying health and safety infrastructure, preventing access to medical and treatment equipment, and bombing hospitals and killing healthcare staff.
According to some experts as Israel wages war on Lebanon, it is deploying some of the same devastating tactics that it used to destroy Gaza.[endnoteRef:23] Therefore, just as it committed genocide in Gaza, it has also committed it in Lebanon, and just as it has imposed disability, double pain and suffering, and multiple physical illnesses on Palestinian women and children, it has also imposed the same problem on Lebanese women and children, especially the residents of southern Lebanon. [23: https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2024/10/11/israel-wages-war-on-lebanon-with-its-tactics-from-gaza] 

Conclusion and recommendation
Israeli Attack Against Civilians in Lebanon caused so many problems, including: 
1. Physical Disabilities: Amputations, burns, paralysis.
2. Sensory Disabilities: Blindness, hearing loss.
3. Psychological Disabilities: PTSD, depression, anxiety.
4. Systemic Failures: Lack of medical infrastructure, rehabilitation, and mental health support.
The Israeli military operations in Lebanon—including airstrikes, artillery shelling, and alleged use of banned weapons—have resulted in severe civilian harm, displacement, and destruction of infrastructure. We urge the United Nations (UN) to take urgent action to halt violations of international law, ensure accountability, and protect civilians:
1. Immediate Ceasefire and De-escalation
 - We demand an immediate cessation of hostilities through a UN Security Council (UNSC) resolution, invoking Chapter VII if necessary.
- Strengthen UNIFIL’s mandate to monitor violations and enforce the Blue Line demarcation.
 - Deploy international observers to document ceasefire violations in real time.
2. Independent Investigations into War Crimes
    It is proper to establish a UN Commission of Inquiry (COI) to investigate:
· Indiscriminate attacks on civilians (violations of Geneva Conventions).
· Use of banned weapons (cluster munitions, white phosphorus in populated areas).
· Targeting of medical facilities, schools, and UN sites.
· Refer evidence to the International Criminal Court (ICC) for potential prosecutions.
3. Sanctions and Accountability Measures
 We are recommending:
- To impose targeted sanctions (asset freezes, travel bans) on Israeli officials and military commanders responsible for war crimes.
- To suspend military aid and arms sales to Israel under the UN Arms Trade Treaty due to violations of international humanitarian law (IHL).
- To pressure the U.S. and EU to condition military support on compliance with IHL.
4. Humanitarian Protection and Reparations
We urge UN to:
· Enforce humanitarian corridors to allow safe passage for civilians and aid.
· Demand Israeli compensation for civilian victims under UNSC Resolution 237 (1967).
· Support reconstruction via UN-led funds, ensuring Israel does not block aid.
5. Diplomatic and Legal Pressure
We call for an emergency UN General Assembly (UNGA) session to adopt a resolution condemning Israeli violations.
Leverage the "Uniting for Peace" resolution (GA 377) if the UNSC is deadlocked.
Support Lebanon’s case at the ICJ for Israeli violations of sovereignty and IHL.
We urge the UN to act decisively to stop war crimes, enforce accountability, and protect Lebanese civilians. Failure to do so risks normalizing impunity and further regional escalation.
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