Opinion letter of Moscow bureau for human rights concerning summary report of Russian Federation about combat against race discrimination in 2006-2012

During recent six years RF prepared three reports about situation in the country in the sphere of race discrimination and measures for its overcoming in the period from August 2006 till February 2012. The report was composed by the Government of Russian Federation and reflects its position.

The report authors estimate activity of RF for counteraction to racism very high. It is told in the report about creation of real mechanism of combat against ultra-nationalistic and racist organizations, about control over non-admission of language of hostility in mass media etc. Data are provided about creation of public councils intended to be involved in counteraction to racism, about introduction of mechanisms for granting of citizenship to former citizens of USSR. Separate section is devoted to cooperation of Russia with international organizations executing combat against racism. In subsequent sections implemented projects for combat against racism are listed – from creation of legislative system to performed youth festivals and arrangement of health-improving youth camps. Judging by the report, big success is gained also in educational sphere.

In other words, a lot is done according to the report. International organizations should be greatly impressed by literally gigantic amount of work carried out in Russia. Just one thing is not clear: why, after such successes and achievements, interethnic and inter-religious situation only aggravates in Russia according to all the expert data and numerous press reports? Numerous ethnic conflicts, big number of xenophobic statements heard not just from among radical nationalists but also from officials and deputies of various levels, xenophobic activities and marches with racist slogans, published xenophobic literature are not mentioned in the report.

In connection with above stated it is suggested: 1) To supplement the report with section about level of xenophobia for the present moment in Russia providing data about main ethnic conflicts during recent 6 years, activity of nationalistic groups, oppressions of ethnic minorities with details in each case, racism in would-be football environment, harassment of migrants, sociological data about popularity of racial and xenophobic views of Russians, activity of mass media in combat against racism, response of authorities and public to racism manifestations; 2) To recount how situation was specifically corrected in each of mentioned items; 3) To provide plan of actions in most various directions noted in the report (spheres of legislation, culture, cooperation with NGOs etc) with the purpose of prevention and overcoming of tendencies of racism in RF.

