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[bookmark: _Toc130303660][bookmark: _Toc130390594][bookmark: _Toc130390614][bookmark: _Toc131525131]Summary and Recommendations 
This report is submitted by civil society organisations from Peru and Ecuador. CooperAcción is a Peruvian organisation that since 1997 promotes knowledge and exercise of social, environmental, political, cultural, and economic rights, as well as a gender and intercultural approach to sustainable land management. Acción Ecológica is an Ecuadorian organization that since 1987 has dedicated, from an ecofeminist approach, to the defence of nature and local communities that resist oil, mining, agro-industrial and infrastructure projects.

Through this report we wish to draw the attention of the CEDAW Committee to the following:

The Chinese government's failure to comply with its obligations to protect women's human rights outside its national territory, specifically in mining projects operated by Chinese state-owned companies: Las Bambas (Peru) and Rio Blanco (Ecuador).

The accountability of the government of China vis a vis its administrative and financial support in the expansion of mining activities in the region by Chinese companies, for the latent conflict and irreversible socio-environmental impacts on communities and ecosystems.

We recommend that the Government of China, within the framework of its extraterritorial obligations, and its commitments to CEDAW ensure that:

· Government regulatory and supervisory institutions establish oversight specialized mechanisms to monitor, investigate and stop violations of women's human rights caused by the mining activities of Chinese state-owned companies operating outside their territory.

· Chinese-owned companies have comprehensive due diligence and risk assessment systems throughout the project cycle that alert them to situations of illegality and human rights abuses in projects with high social conflict and environmental fragility.

· Chinese companies refrain from engaging in projects where the free, prior and informed consent of local communities has not been obtained, ensuring that women have been adequately represented in such processes.

· Chinese companies create a multi-stakeholder body with the participation of women leaders and environmental advocates from local communities to address measures to redress and remedy the impacts suffered by women as a result of mining projects. 

· Chinese companies refrain from entering into private security agreements with public forces, both police and military, to provide guard and security services in the territories where mining projects operate.

· Chinese companies establish and implement gender-sensitive mechanisms for complaints, dialogue, and access to justice to safeguard the integrity and safety of women in affected communities and ensure that women advocates who participate in peaceful protest actions and challenge the company are not persecuted, threatened, or criminalised.

· The exit of Chinese companies from projects is done in a responsible manner and follows principles of reparation and remediation of negative impacts, with a gender focus, according to international standards.

· Chinese-owned banks refrain from financing mining projects with high social conflict and environmental fragility and projects that lack gender policies that ensure the fulfilment of women's rights throughout the project cycle.

· Environmental and social guidelines issued by Chinese government agencies or business associations, applicable to their companies' overseas operations, are mandatory and include a gender focus according to international human rights standards and commitments.

· The Consultation and Complaint Mechanism for the Mining Industry and its entire Value Chain (currently under development) developed by the China Chamber of Commerce of Metals, Minerals & Chemicals Importers and Exporters (CCCMC) includes a gender-sensitive approach that considers the impacts of mining projects on women in a differentiated manner. 

[bookmark: _Toc130303661][bookmark: _Toc130390595][bookmark: _Toc130390615][bookmark: _Toc131525132]Extraterritorial obligations of States with regard to human rights

The CEDAW Committee reiterated by General Recommendation 28 (2010) that the obligations of States parties applied extraterritorially to persons within their effective control, even if not situated within their territory. It also affirmed that States parties are “responsible for all their actions affecting human rights, regardless of whether the affected persons are in their territory”. Therefore, the obligations of States Parties also extend to acts of national corporations operating extraterritorially and States Parties must ensure that such private actors do not commit acts of discrimination against women, as defined by CEDAW. The CEDAW General Recommendation 30 (2013) also affirms that States Parties are responsible for all their actions affecting human rights, regardless of whether the affected persons are on their territory. Moreover, it affirms that the Convention also requires States Parties to regulate the activities of domestic non-State actors within their effective control who operate extraterritorially.  

In General Recommendation 34 on Rights of Rural Women (2016), the CEDAW Committee affirmed that States Parties should regulate the activities of non-State actors within their jurisdiction, including those operating extraterritorially. It also affirms that States are obliged “to take regulatory measures to prevent any actor under their jurisdiction, including private individuals, companies and public entities, from infringing or abusing the rights of rural women outside their territory” (GR 34, para.13). 

In General Recommendation 35 expanding the scope of GR 19 on violence against women the CEDAW Committee notes that Gender-based violence against women occurs in all spaces and spheres of human interaction… [and] in settings, resulting from acts or omissions of State or non-State actors, acting territorially or extraterritorially…or extraterritorial operations of private corporations” (GR 35, para.20). GR 35 also notes that “States parties must have an effective and accessible legal and legal services framework in place to address all forms of gender-based violence against women committed by State agents, whether on their territory or extraterritorially” (para. 20). 

Most importantly in elaborating the due diligence obligations of States the CEDAW Committee notes that “States parties will be held responsible should they fail to take all appropriate measures to prevent, as well as to investigate, prosecute, punish and provide reparations for, acts or omissions by non-State actors that result in gender-based violence against women, including actions taken by corporations operating extraterritorially. In particular, States parties are required to take the steps necessary to prevent human rights violations perpetrated abroad by corporations over which they may exercise influence, whether through regulatory means or the use of incentives, including economic incentives” (GR25, para.24). Along the same lines, the Committee for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has affirmed that States have an obligation to protect the rights to health, water and fair working conditions of persons outside their territory and who are impacted by the activity of enterprises under States’ jurisdiction.

Commenting on extraterritorial obligations, extractive industries and climate change in its concluding observations following the review of Australia in 2018[footnoteRef:1], the CEDAW committee expressed concern about the “gendered social and environmental impact of the State party’s [Australia’s] projects in extractive industries, owing to displacement and the loss of livelihood opportunities and social services among local women, resulting in discrimination against them and their exclusion and marginalization, as well as fueling conflict and conflict-related gender-based violence against women”.  It was particularly concerned at the role played by corporates domiciled in Australia but operating in extractive industries located in Papua New Guinea and South Africa.  The CEDAW Committee went on to make recommendations to Australia on its extra territorial obligations, taking into consideration its role within the extractives sector in Papua New Guinea.  The recommendations were framed in line with the jurisprudence laid out in CEDAW general recommendation No. 37 (2018) on the gender-related dimensions of disaster risk reduction in the context of climate change and general recommendation No. 30 (2013) on women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict situations. It also brought into focus general recommendation No. 34 (2016) on the rights of rural women; general recommendation No. 28 (2010) on the core obligations of States parties under article 2 of the Convention. [1:  CEDAW/C/AUS/CO/8. https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CEDAW%2FC%2FAUS%2FCO%2F8&Lang=en] 


[bookmark: _Toc130303662][bookmark: _Toc130390596][bookmark: _Toc130390616][bookmark: _Toc131525133]China’s engagement in extractive industries in Latin America

The presence of Chinese companies in Latin America's mining sector can be traced back to the 1990s, although it was in the first decade of the 21st century that operations gained momentum. The boom, initially driven by the need to secure raw materials for China's industrial development, is now also motivated by the urgency of sustaining global mineral supply chains for the energy transition. Latin America is strategic for this purpose as it holds 66% of the world's lithium, 47% of copper, 45% of silver, 25% of tin, 23% of bauxite, 23% of nickel and 14% of iron.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). (2016, p.114).  Foreign Direct Investment in Latin America and the Caribbean. Santiago. https://repositorio.cepal.org/bitstream/handle/11362/40213/S1600664_es.pdf?sequence=7&isAllowed=y] 


Between 2000 and 2021, of the nearly $172 billion that entered Latin America through foreign direct investment from China, almost 40% went to the mining and metals sector, of which 56% came through mergers & acquisitions (M&A) of mining projects previously operated mainly by US, Canadian or European companies.[footnoteRef:3] With this form of participation, Chinese state-owned companies gain access to mineral deposits by avoiding the early stages of negotiation, conflict and social opposition that greenfield projects entail.[footnoteRef:4] These investments are generally leveraged by a steady source of long-term financing from Chinese banks. [3:  Dussel Peters, Enrique (May 2022). "China's OFDI Monitor in Latin America and the Caribbean 2022". Mexico: LAC-China Network. 
https://www.redalc-china.org/monitor/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=437]  [4:  Hannes and Raza (2022). Trade Aspects of China’s Presence in Latin America and the Caribbean, https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/702572/EXPO_BRI(2022)702572_EN.pdf] 


Ecuador and Peru occupy a strategic position in China's mining expansion in the region. China is now the main destination for mining exports from both countries.  In Peru, several Chinese-owned companies operate in projects such as Toromocho, Galeno, Las Bambas, Marcona, or Rio Blanco. In Ecuador, they are involved in three of the five national priority projects: Mirador, San Carlos Panantza and Rio Blanco.

In these projects, the performance of Chinese companies has shown a high tolerance for risk and weak due diligence mechanisms, which is reflected in the decision to acquire projects in areas of high social and environmental vulnerability, with historical processes of opposition and conflict, and which do not have the free, prior and informed consent of the communities. In addition, Chinese companies have shown themselves to be unprepared to effectively, sensitively and respectfully address the demands of local communities on aspects of transparency, accountability, human rights, among others. Reports such as those of the Business and Human Rights Resource Centre (2021) show that between 2013 and 2020 Latin America was the region that reported the highest number of complaints of human rights violations linked to the conduct of Chinese companies abroad (43%) - (followed by Africa, 30% and Asia-Pacific, 27%). 

These violations are mainly related to the absence of effective mechanisms for due diligence, access to justice, comprehensive risk assessment, dialogue and reparations. In addition, once Chinese companies acquire projects, they focus on forging clientelist alliances with national and local governments, which has exacerbated conflicts, the excessive use of force and the criminalisation of advocates. The impacts differentially and disproportionately affect women in the communities, whose daily lives are directly related to nature and care activities, deepening structural violence and intersectional discrimination.


[bookmark: _Toc130303663][bookmark: _Toc130390597][bookmark: _Toc130390617][bookmark: _Toc131525134]Chinese mining companies in Las Bambas (Peru) and Rio Blanco (Ecuador)
[bookmark: _Toc131525135]Peru

(i) In 2014, the consortium of Chinese companies Minerals and Metals Group, MMG (62.5%), Guoxin International Investment Company (22.5%), and CITIC Metal Company (15%), acquired 100% of the Las Bambas project in Peru.  The purchase was financed through a $ 7 billion syndicated loan from the China Development Bank (CDB), the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC), the Bank of China and the Export-Import Bank of China. The project is an open pit mine located in southern Peru at 4,000 metres above sea level. It started operations in 2016 and consolidated its position as the largest copper project in the country and one of the ten largest copper mines in the world.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  Latinoamérica Sustentable (LAS) and Katherine Schmidt. (4 December 2022). Project Profile: Las Bambas Copper Mine. The People´s Map of Global China.
 https://thepeoplesmap.net/project/las-bambas-copper-mine/] 


The project is located in a historically indigenous territory belonging to 18 peasant communities. Since the construction stage, but especially since the operation began in 2016, the mining project has caused serious environmental and health impacts, due to constant noise, contamination of water sources and pastures, tremors and dust largely caused by the traffic of 370 heavy trucks that transport minerals daily on an unpaved road through 169 population centres.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Collective on Chinese Finance and Investment, Human Rights and Environment (CICDHA). (February, 2022). Human Rights and Chinese Business Activities in Latin America. Mid-term Report of the Universal Periodic Review of the Republic of China.
 http://chinaambienteyderechos.lat/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Informe-reporte-medio-termino-1.pdf
] 


Conflict has characterised the project since its inception; however, the entry of MMG in 2014 exacerbated the conflicts due to changes in the studies and the transport route-mode, which were made without prior, free and informed consultation with the affected communities.  The confrontations have claimed the lives of several people and have been characterised by the excessive use of force by public forces that operate in favour of the company thanks to agreements signed between MMG and the National Police. After eight years, the conflict remains latent due to non-compliance with labour, social and environmental commitments on the part of the Chinese company. 

[bookmark: _Toc131525136]Ecuador

(ii) In 2013 the company Ecuagoldmining South America S.A., a Chinese consortium formed by Junefield Mineral Resources and Hunan Gold Corporation, acquired the Río Blanco mining project and in 2017 officially began operations. The project is a gold and silver mine located in southern Ecuador at 3,900 metres above sea level in the vicinity of the Cajas National Park, a Ramsar site and world biosphere reserve. It is one of the five strategic large-scale mining projects in the country.

The project is located in the parish of Molleturo, which is inhabited by 72 peasant communities, three of which are directly affected by mining activities. The inhabitants self-identify as Kañari indigenous peoples. Between 2017 and 2018, the precarious labour conditions, the dispossession of territories, and the growing environmental impacts increased the demands of the communities to the Chinese company. The community took over the mining camp, which increased the violence and repression against leaders by mining groups and public forces linked to the Chinese company (Communication CHN 11/2018). In May 2018, the community demanded a Protection Action and suspension of the project through the courts due to the violation of the right to free, prior and informed consultation. The local court ruled in favour and ordered the demilitarisation of the area, the reparation of the violated right and the suspension of mining activities.[footnoteRef:7] Although the Chinese company appealed the sentence, which is pending a hearing date, it suspended operations and abandoned its care and monitoring responsibilities. [7:  Quizhpe, Carlos and Vallejo, Ivette. (2022). Processes of juridification and defence of water in the southern Andean region of Ecuador. Flacso Ecuador.
http://repositorio.flacsoandes.edu.ec/handle/10469/17783
Quizhpe, Carlos. (2020). The commoditisation of subjectivities: mining in the province of Azuay, Ecuador and the cases of the Río Blanco and Loma Larga projects. Place: Quito. Flacso Ecuador.] 


Its withdrawal was carried out without following proper reparation, remediation and mine closure protocols and without adhering to the guidelines outlined in the UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights report A/75/212 (2020). This exacerbated local conflict and promoted the entry of illegal miners and irregular groups. Local communities were forced to maintain their resistance through surveillance work in an increasingly insecure and violent environment, especially for women. In October 2022 there were three violent incidents, two women advocates were shot, and one killed. Villagers have denounced that the Chinese company may be encouraging these incidents and has failed to conduct due process since the start of its operations.

[bookmark: _Toc130303664][bookmark: _Toc130390598][bookmark: _Toc130390618][bookmark: _Toc131525137]Infringement of women's rights in Chinese-backed mining projects
The recent mid-term report of the Universal Periodic Review of China to the UN, prepared by the CICDHA (2022)[footnoteRef:8], shows that the operations of Chinese companies in projects such as Las Bambas and Rio Blanco are accompanied by increasing complaints of human rights abuses. These violations particularly affect girls and women, including elderly women, in the communities where the projects are located. We detail below a series of infringements which affect China’s compliance with CEDAW and violate CEDAW’s Core Articles 1 and 2; CEDAW Articles 12 and general recommendation No. 37 (2018) on the gender-related dimensions of disaster risk reduction in the context of climate change; general recommendation No. 30 (2013) on women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict situations;  general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19; [8:  Collective on Chinese Financing and Investment, Human Rights, and Environment, CICDHA. (2022). Human Rights and Chinese Business Activities in Latin America. http://chinaambienteyderechos.lat/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Resumen-Ejecutivo-Ejecutivo-EPU-Ingles.pdf] 


[bookmark: _Toc131525138]Problems faced by women in Cotabambas as a result of the Las Bambas project[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Information gathered in the territory by the Peruvian organisation CooperAcción. Testimonies of women victims and defenders are presented, whose names are kept anonymous for their protection.] 


· Lack of free, prior and informed consultation and difficulties for participation. Despite the fact that women have been at the forefront of the complaints and protest processes, there are no spaces that encourage their representative and active participation in decision-making or dialogue with the Chinese company. Information is often not socialised in their Quechua language or is disseminated through channels to which they do not have access. In addition, there have been no consultation processes for modifications to environmental impact studies and changes in the mode of transport.
"... the mine buys everyone and there is nowhere to complain (...), the authorities have been bought off by the mine (...), those who speak out against the mine are threatened or offered money."

· Use of force, criminalisation and persecution:  Conflicts have resulted in several deaths due to the excessive use of force by the National Police under private security contracts with the Chinese company. There are orphaned girls and widowed women who have been completely abandoned by the Chinese company. 
"... I have suffered a lot because I didn't know that they were going to kill my husband (...) I couldn't work because my children were small, I didn't know how to do anything."

"my son died, I depended on him (...) I can no longer work, I don't have the strength to work the land (...) I don't know what I will eat, I have no animals, I have no water, it no longer rains in my community. We have lost all the crops."

"my husband was killed like an animal. Neither the state nor the MMG have helped us (...) I would like them to be in our shoes and know how we suffer..."

Women advocates and leaders have been criminalised and persecuted. 
"...I have been denounced for claiming our rights on environmental issues, on the issue of prior consultation, which we had to be informed about...".

· Impact on land tenure and productive resources. Mining activities have affected the distribution and tenure of land by women, who have less and less access to communal territories. In addition, there is evidence of an increase in the cost of living, which particularly affects women who are responsible for family care and feeding activities. 
"How can it be that in your village, where you were born, because you are a woman, you have no right to land? It is unfair."
"... being with the mining company is very expensive, it is not like before."
"... if you sell meat, they ask where it is from, if we say Chicñawi[footnoteRef:10], they don't want to buy it, because they say it is contaminated with lead.” [10:  Chicñawi, a peasant community belonging to the district of Challhuahuacho, province of Cotabambas, is in the territory of direct influence of the mine, close to the processing plant.] 


· Contamination of natural resources and health effects. The mining project has caused serious environmental and health impacts due to constant noise, contamination of water sources and pastures, tremors and dust. These impacts affect women, whose care and livelihood activities depend mainly on natural resources. 
"(because of) the dust that comes from the crusher, the sheep, cows and vicuñas die... I wonder how they are going to give us a solution to the pollution issues?"

"... unfortunately, because of this polluted water we hardly have trout anymore."

· Obstacles and inequality in access to work. Women have had great difficulty in accessing work activities in the mine, even when they have the level of education required for the functions required. Those women who do manage to get jobs denounce that the wages are not enough to cover the cost of living. 
"community members, we do not have work, it is very difficult for the people of the area, even worse if we are women."

"... sometimes it brings tears to my eyes to see what is happening in our district, having professional women, they are not working..."

"(women) are not in demand by the mining company (...and when they give us work) the salary here, being next to the mining company, is not enough for us..."

· Rupture of the social fabric of the family and the community. Mining activities have caused an alarming rate of alcoholism, domestic violence, abandonment and rupture of family ties.
"as they (men) have money, they dedicate themselves to drinking and other activities, (...) they neglect their health, there is a lot of alcoholism, a lot of machismo, and violence."

"there is a lot of division in the family, my brothers don't want to give me my share of the land (...) all because of mining and ambition.”

· Sexual division of labour. The masculinisation of the territory generated by the increase in the population of men in mining activities has caused sexual violence against women in the territory.
"where there is a mine, there is human trafficking; women are treated as sexual objects"

[bookmark: _Toc131525139]Problems faced by women of Molleturo as a result of the Rio Blanco project[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Information gathered in the San Antonio de Río Blanco Community, Molleturo Parish with the support of Acción Ecológica. Testimonies of women victims and advocates are presented, whose names are kept anonymous.] 


· Lack of free, prior and informed consultation and difficulties for participation.  Women's participation has been immersed in a patriarchal logic deepened by mining activity. The company has not promoted women's participation and decision-making in the spaces for dialogue with the communities. Moreover, the Chinese company entered the project knowing that it lacked free, prior and informed consent.
"... the mining companies say that because you are a woman you cannot lead, that because you are a woman you cannot speak out, you cannot raise your voice..."

"... when the mining company came in, women could not say anything (...) "If they met, only men left the company; if women left, they could not say anything, they had to leave with their heads bowed and without a say..."

"when women are empowered, they think that we want to divide and we only want to have a space for dialogue..."

· Use of force, persecution and threats. Several women advocates have been threatened, persecuted and intimidated. Police forces, aligned with the interests of the Chinese company, as well as private guards, have attacked the integrity of the women and have physically and emotionally assaulted them.
"the police, they wanted to attack us (...) They wanted to run over us with the car and everything..."
 
"We were half and half, men and women, but we women were more aggressive, we were more aggressive on the front line..."

"My sister denounced and they threatened her (...) an engineer from the company told her to stop and she was afraid and withdrew the denunciation.”

"We were gathered in the community house, they came to attack us, they were shooting, shouting at us, insulting us (...) The police were there protecting the company together with the private guards."

· Irresponsible departure and presence of irregular groups. The Chinese company suspended mining activities without taking measures of responsible departure, reparation and closure of mine entrances. The open and abandoned mine promoted the entry of irregular groups and illegal mining, which has generated scenarios of insecurity and violence against women, who have been victims of intimidation and threats. The women accuse that it was the company's own private guard who gave weapons to the men in the community.
"The company armed the men when they left. It armed the community. They told them 'we are leaving, but you are left here to defend the mining'."

Armed groups have attacked women advocates with gunfire (Public Complaint, 2022).
"... happened on the first of October at night, when the house of another woman advocate was attacked. She was alone in the house with her young son (...) she was approached by armed men who opened fire on the house." 

"... only a week later, a similar attack occurred again. Another woman advocate (...) was seriously wounded, shot in the leg."

The conflict escalated to such a level that one of the attacks by these groups resulted in the murder of a woman. This unfortunate death is still under investigation. 
"The woman defender was returning from a trip (...) unrecognisable people came out of the middle of the road and fired a gun directly at the crane, hitting the chest of the defender, who was in her fifth month of pregnancy."

· Impact on communal land tenure and free mobility. Mining activity in Río Blanco has modified the agrarian structure and land tenure. The company acquired hundreds of hectares of communal land where muleteers' paths were used daily. This limited women's access and free mobility.
"It was a collectively owned commune and the company bought it and said that now it is private property and we could not pass through."

"The company did not recognise us as an indigenous community (...) and thus justified the purchase of the land."

· Contamination of natural resources and health effects. There has been evidence of contamination of water sources and land, as well as the drying up of moorlands, known in the territories as "water mattresses". The women of the community perceive these impacts closely because they live in close contact with nature. 
"... now water is quite scarce (...) If it affects nature, it affects us, because we work the land."

"it makes us wary of drinking (water), we are really afraid that it is contaminated with so many chemicals. It's scary (...) imagine growing crops with that same water, irrigating the crops and it's not good, even for your health."

"I once saw, when they were drilling, that they sent all the oil into the water" "The Canoas River was contaminated and all the trout died."

· Rupture of the social fabric of the family and the community. Mining activities have caused strong clashes between communities, resulting in the breakdown of internal social ties and increased conflict. In addition, the offer of jobs on the construction sites was the source of numerous conflicts between families and communities. Men, both local and external, fought for jobs, which, among other things, increased the insecurity of women, girls and adolescents (Carpio et al, 2019).
"there were even confrontations or provocations between us, between us as families.  For us it is complicated to be divided between our own family, between siblings, cousins or uncles, neighbours in the same community."

"Before mining, we all got along well (...) The disunity worsened when the Chinese came in."

· Sexual violence and harassment. Many women have suffered sexual harassment by mine workers and private guards. Fear and threats prevented them from reporting the cases. 
"I suffered harassment when I worked there. A man was groping me. That's why I left.”
 
"When I started working at the mine I was also harassed (...) when I told him that I was going to report him he told me 'report it, if you want to, but the bosses here do it too."

[bookmark: _Toc131525140]Closing Remarks
We provided the foregoing analysis and respectfully asked the CEDAW Committee to consider the recommendations we made at the start of this report because we are concerned at the gendered social and environmental impact of the State party’s projects in extractive industries extraterritorially.  This impact has resulted in discrimination against women and their exclusion and marginalization from decision making processes, as well as fueling conflict and conflict-related gender-based violence against them. 
The fact that corporations in the extractive industries that are registered or domiciled within the State party, some of which are directly owned by China, are carrying out major projects in Peru and Ecuador with no consideration for the safeguarding human rights generally and more specifically of women and are violative of the core principles of CEDAW and a range of the Conventions key articles have compelled us to bring these violations to the notice of the CEDAW Committee and we respectfully ask that the Committee engages in a constructive dialogue with the State Party to secure redress and the protection of rights.
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