IDDC CRPD Statement for August 2015

Dear Honorable members of the Committee, thank you for giving IDDC the opportunity to make this intervention and bring you up to date with our work.

It is a pleasure for me to represent the International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC), a global consortium of 27 disability and development non-governmental organisations, mainstream development organisations and DPO’s supporting disability and development work in more than 100 countries around the world.

In this momentous year of 2015 in the field of development cooperation, the International Disability and Development Consortium, through its Task Groups, has worked on several fronts within the United Nations system towards more inclusion of persons with disabilities, advocating based on the principles of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
As you will see, the focus was especially on, on the one hand, the Sustainable Development Goals process, and on the other hand, the review of the European Union by the Committee.
IDDC’s UN Task Group has been heavily involved in post-2015 advocacy at the UN in New York. On 2 August, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was agreed by consensus by Member States with 11 explicit references to persons with disabilities, including paragraphs on human rights, people who are vulnerable and inclusive education. Particularly strong is the paragraph on people who are vulnerable and must be empowered that references “persons with disabilities (of whom more than 80% live in poverty)” thereby placing persons with disabilities at the heart of poverty eradication throughout the Agenda. Other references are in employment, reduction of inequalities, accessible cities, and, last but not least, disaggregation of data by disability. IDDC will continue its advocacy efforts on disability-inclusive indicators and implementation of the Agenda. 
Moreover, IDDC was very involved in the Financing for Development process with six explicit references to persons with disabilities and disability, one to “inclusive education”, one to “inclusive learning environment” and two to “accessible” technologies and infrastructures in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda.
Given all this, we encourage the CRPD Committee to include Sustainable Development Goals implementation in its consideration of country reports and ensure references to the proposed framework in the Committee’s recommendations and conclusions to States up for review.
In addition, IDDC’s EU Task Group has been specifically working on the review of the European Union in front of the Committee, focusing on Articles 11 and 32, in IDDC’s name as well as in collaboration with the European Disability Forum. This is especially important and groundbreaking work, given the status of the European Union as a leading donor of Overseas Development Assistance and as the first regional organization to take part in a Human Rights treaty.
We trust that the Committee will highlight in its concluding observations the responsibility of the European Union to ensure its development cooperation efforts are inclusive, and will not create additional barriers for persons with disabilities in developing countries. 
Also, IDDC in collaboration with the Gender and Development Network have provided written input for the consultation process as part of the development on a general comment on women and girls with disabilities.  We hope the working group of the Committee on article 6 welcome our comments.
To conclude, IDDC is glad to be present again in front of the CRPD Committee, and to keep on working closely with the Members of this Committee, as well as all our CSO colleagues – especially the International Disability Alliance – in a shared vision of a world ever more inclusive of and accessible to persons with disabilities. 

We wish you a fruitful and enriching 14th Session of the CRPD Committee.
