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Korea Center for United Nations Human Rights Policy(KOCUN) 

KOCUN was established in 2005 for the purpose of expanding domestic understanding of international human rights standards and improving human rights condition in Korea by researching core international and regional human rights issues and raising the awareness of the Korean people to promote human rights in the Korean society and in the international community. KOCUN has obtained special consultative status from the United Nations Economic and Social Council in 2014.

        KOCUN is actively promoting the human rights of marriage immigrant women from Vietnam, Thailand and the Philippines through pre-departure orientation programs prior to their departure for Korea, as well as for the Vietnamese women and their children who have returned to their homeland after the dissolution of their marriage in Korea.


The issue of marriage migrant women (Articles 2, 3, 9 or 16)

In the government report, there is almost no information on the marriage migrant women. In the Korean society, during the ten years from 2011 to 2021, the total number of international marriages between Korean men and foreign women was 176,200, which accounted for 6% of the total number of marriages. Of these international marriages, 37.5% end up with divorce. The marriage migrant women are mostly from Vietnam, China, the Philippines, and Thailand, which account for 75% of the total. Most of them are in a very vulnerable position as a result of getting married quickly through marriage brokers.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Marriages and Divorces between Korean Men and Foreign Women, 2011~2021

	Total number of Marriages between Korean men and foreign women
	176,200

	Total number of Divorces between Korean men and foreign women
	66,100

	Marriage to Divorce ratio
	37.5%


Source: Korean Statistical Information Service (http://www.kosis.kr)

Many marriage migrant women return to their home countries without legal divorce. Due to the differences in the legal system between the Republic of Korea and of the marriage migrant’s home countries, it is very difficult to proceed with the legal process of dissolution of marriage in the home country, and it becomes a major obstacle to resettlement. Children of Korean nationality who live abroad with their returned mothers are at risk of legal status due to visa and passport issues.


List of Issues regarding Marriage Migrant Women and their Children

1. Please provide information on how the international marriage brokers are managed to prevent exploitation and deceit and on policies to promote healthy international marriages.

2. What system is in place to support the marriage migrant women in the multi-cultural families so that they can receive legal information related to international divorce and child custody?

3. Please provide information on the State party’s policies on ensuring equal rights for marriage migrant women in multi-cultural families and their children. What about the protection of rights of marriage migrant women who are divorced and returned to their home country? Also, how about ensuring of the basic rights of their children with a Korean passport, who returned to their mother’s home country?

image1.png
K@CUN netere QI U B MIE]

Korea Center for United Nations Human Rights Policy




