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The present report is submitted by:

International Network of Human Rights (INHR)[footnoteRef:1]: non governmental organization based in Geneva that contributes to the strengthening of capacities of actors involved in the promotion and protection of human rights by providing information, analysis and technical support in the processes in which they participate. Performs  an intermediation work in advocacy and dialogue processes that have as a purpose the realization of human rights. [1:  For more information: http://ridh.org/. Social networks: Red Internacional de Derechos Humanos (Facebook) and RIDH_INHR (Twitter).] 


Coordinator against Police and Institutional Repression (CORREPI in spanish)[footnoteRef:2]: organization that works actively in  the field of human rights, specifically against the repressive policies of argentinian State. Promotes popular awareness, to combat the naturalization of repression by developing training and information tasks. It also defends those who are victims of the repressive policies of the State, through forms of repression of social control or selective political repression, and assumes the constant and unrestricted defense of political prisioners, reprisal for their militant activities in the interest of the people and wokers, regardless the existence of disagreements. [2:  For more information: http://correpi.lahaine.org/. Social networks: CORREPI Organización (Facebook) and CORREPI (Twitter).] 

 











INTRODUCTION. -

1. On 10 december 1984 was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. The Argentine Republic ratified it in 1986.
2. The present is an alternative report to the Committee against Torture (CAT) from an argentine civil society organization that defends the human rights of people who are victims of repression, torture and degrading treatment by the argentine State, with the support of the International Network of Human Rights.

LEGAL FRAMEWORK. -

3. The Constitution of the Argentine Republic (last reform of 1994), establishes in article 18 that no inhabitant can be punished without prior judgment based on a law prior to the fact of the process; that no one can be compelled to testify against himself; or be arrested except under a written order of competent authority. It also provides that the death penalty for political causes, all kinds of torture and whipping are forever abolished; and that prisons shall be healthy and clean, for safety and not for the punishment of prisoners detained there, and any measure which, under the pretext of precaution, will lead to mortification beyond what it requires, shall hold the judge responsible for authorizing it.
4. According to article 75.22 of the Constitution, included with the reform of 1994, the Convention against Torture has constitutional rank and hierarchy superior to the laws.
5. Article 144 of the Penal Code establishes that torture is not only physical torments, but also the imposition of psychological suffering, when they are of sufficient gravity. 
6. It also establishes that a civil servant who imposes any type of torture, whether legitimately or illegitimately deprived of its liberty, shall be punished with imprisonment or imprisonment from eight to twenty-five years and absolute and perpetual disqualification. The same penalty is imposed on individuals who execute such acts. Likewise, it determines that, in case of death of the victim as a result of torture, the penalty shall be imprisonment or life imprisonment. Torture means not only physical torments, but also the imposition of psychological sufferings, when they are sufficiently serious.
7. At the light of discriminatory practices that violate the rights of persons detained in detention centers, or those who are victims of repressive policies and practices of the State, whose cases and circumstances we will explain later, is worrying that the aforementioned national legislation is neither applied nor effective in the face of numerous cases of violation of fundamental rights.

BACKGROUND. -

8. Argentine history is marked by dictatorial regimes and with them, repressive practices as State policies. The last dictatorship that took place between 1976 and 1983, through serious and systematic violations of human rights by military, security and civilian forces, left approximately thirty thousand dissapeared persons, subjected to torture, intimidation and other types of repression. Since december 1983, with the return of democracy to the country, to the present, the number of deaths due to the application of State repressive policies and the use of State resources, amounts to more than five thousand cases.
9. There is information about detention centers in Argentina, where conditions of detention are inhuman, torture, degrading treatment and different types of repression are practiced with people detained there.

RELEVANT NUMBERS. -

10.  The CAT requests the Argentine State to report, in relation to article 2 of the Convention, about the conditions of persons detained in the prisons of Rosario, Santa Fe province and in Córdoba, which, based on the analysis of the Ombudsman of the Nation, are subhuman; and also provide information about the adopted measures to improve the conditions of such prisons. 
According CORREPI research, since December 1983 (end of the last military dictatorship in the country), in the province of Santa Fe there have been 11% of deaths by the State repressive policies, while in the province of Córdoba has produced 8%. The leader in these numbers is the province of Buenos Aires, with 45% of cases, followed by Santa Fe and Córdoba. In addition, according to the index of cases per million inhabitants, the province of Santa Fe tops the list with 178,12, with 569 cases, and Córdoba province is in 11th place, with a rate of 113,94, with 377 cases. This reflects that the conditions of detention centers in Argentina, specifically in the provinces of Santa Fe and Córdoba, remain at low levels of protection of the rights of detainees, who are exposed to inhuman situations everyday.
11. In relation to articles 12 and 13, the State is requested to provide statistical data on the number of allegations of torture and degrading treatment. On the basis of the file made by CORREPI, since 2010 there have been 1850 deaths, at which have to be added 80 more cases that happened between november 2016 to date, which have not been documented in that file, leaving a total of 1930 deaths, as a result of State repression.
12. In respect of article 14 of the Convention, the Argentine Republic must provide statistical data on the number of complaints, investigations, prosecutions, convictions, and penalties imposed for discrimination and degrading treatment against vulnerable groups, specifically against women, among others. Following this request of the CAT, and only with respect to the number of cases of women deaths, the file prepared by CORREPI warns that, in a significant percentage, the registered cases of female victims were related to situations of patriarchal violence. The first two cases recorded as femicides date back to 1992. Since then the index has been increasing, reaching 291 cases out of a total of 481 female victims, making "uniform femicides" the leading cause of women death at the hands of the State repressive apparatus, far above of the easy trigger, torture in prisons and detention centers, disappearances, murders in repression of protest and other modalities. Added to these cases are those in which the patriarchal violence of police, gendarmes, prefects and penitentiary services charges non-female victims, as is the case with children murdered to affect the mother, often men. There are also cases of male partners or relatives of the woman who are killed by a uniformed agent when attempting to intercede or defend her. There are 25 registered "related" femicides.
13. In relation to article 16 of the Convention, Argentina is required to indicate to the Committee the number of persons under the age of 18 who are deprived of their liberty. CORREPI argues that 51% of the cases in which the exact or approximate age of the victim is known corresponds to persons aged 25 years or less. The age ranges, with absolute preeminence of the young victims, indicate the content of social control of repression: 49% corresponds to the segment of 15 to 25 years.
14. Under the same article of the Convention, the State must inform the Committee about the number and nature of cases of excessive or unjustified use of force by the police. From the file of CORREPI arises that the most frequent modality of the repression oriented to the social control are the executions of easy trigger, representing 46% of the total, being this repressive methodology, a clear example of excessive and unjustified use by the police forces and State security. They are followed by cases of deaths of people arrested, in a 39%.
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