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Suggestions for disability-relevant questions for consideration for the List of Issues

Pre-sessional Working Group of the CESCR Committee following the 49th Session

The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the list of issues, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the State report submitted to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
ALBANIA

Albania signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 22 December 2009 but has not yet ratified it.
Suggestions for list of issues

· Please provide the Committee detailed information on how the Government is actively consulting with and involving persons with disabilities and their representative organisations in the development of national policies concerning health care, education, employment and social protection in accordance with Article 4(3) of the CRPD? 
· What steps are taken to ensure collection of adequate data on children and adults with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, and use disaggregated data and results of studies to develop policies and programmes to promote equal opportunities for them in society? (see Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee below in Annex, CEDAW/C/ALB/CO/3, 2010, paras 31, 32)
· What steps are being taken to ratify the CRPD and accede to its Optional Protocol?
Article 3

· What steps have been taken to address the heightened risk for girls and women with disabilities of becoming victims of violence, abuse, exploitation and harmful practices in the home, community and institutions, and to adopt measures to ensure the accessibility of services and information for victims with disabilities, including training of police and other interlocutors?
Articles 2, 6 & 7

· What measures have been adopted to ensure the elimination of discrimination of persons with disabilities in access to employment, both in private and public sectors, and to ensure that employees with disabilities in all forms of employment, including sheltered employment, enjoy rights under fair wage and labour laws on an equal basis with others?  Does the law provide for reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in the workplace, and is there an explicit recognition that its denial constitutes disability-based discrimination (Articles 2, 5(3), CRPD)? 
Articles 2, 10, 11, 12
· What steps are being taken to provide sufficient support to families to ensure that persons with disabilities, including children with disabilities, can live and be raised in family environments in the community, and to eliminate the institutionalisation of children by building up community based services and support (including through increased social assistance and welfare benefits to improve living standards) to persons with disabilities and to their families, including foster families ?  In particular, what measures are in place to ensure that services and assistance are rendered to permit women in families with children with disabilities to continue their careers with an appropriate work/life balance? (see Concluding Observations of CRC Committee in Annex below, CRC/C/15/Add.249, 2005, paras 45(a), (b), (c), 53(c), 58, 59)
· What are the concrete results coming out of the Government’s programme 2004-2009 on deinstitutionalisation and decentralisation (see paras 292-296 of State report); how many institutions closed down, how many community-based services established? What steps are being taken to follow up to close down remaining institutions where persons with disabilities reside and to facilitate their integration to community living? How are persons with disabilities and their representative organisations being consulted in this process, including by taking part in monitoring and evaluation of deinstitutionalisation and the development of community-based services?  
· What measures has the State party taken to address the causes and to prevent incidents of ill treatment of children while in State care, and to ensure that children with disabilities are not subjected to institutional violence? (see Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/Add.249, 2005, paras 40, 41, in Annex below)
· What steps are being taken to adopt measures to ensure that the mental health policy requires all health care and services to be based on the free and informed consent of the person concerned and that involuntary treatment and confinement are not permitted by law?

· What measures are in place to ensure that all education, information, healthcare and services relating to sexual and reproductive health, HIV and STIs, are made accessible to women and girls with disabilities in age-appropriate formats?
Articles 2, 13 & 14
· What steps is the Government taking towards providing inclusive education to children with disabilities in accordance with Article 24 of the CRPD? Is a definition of inclusive education incorporated into the law? What measures are being taken to ensure that mainstream schools are accessible to children with disabilities (e.g. physical environment, teacher training, curricula development, etc) and that the law envisages the provision of reasonable accommodation in education? (see also Concluding Observations in Annex below, CEDAW/C/ALB/CO/3, 2010 paras 23, 30, 31; CRC/C/15/Add.249, 2005, paras 52, 53(b))
· What steps are being taken to incorporate inclusive education (as set out in Article 24 of the CRPD) into all core teacher training curricula and in service training to infuse the values and principles of inclusive education at the start of a teacher’s careers and continuously, in order to create a culture of inclusive learning in a school?  
Articles 2, 15

· What steps are being taken to promote the participation of persons with disabilities in cultural and sporting activities?

State report
Selected disability relevant references in State report:

3. International agreements, amendment in national legislation to achieve compatibility with conventions

23.
Law No. 9547, of 01.06.2006 “On ratification of the Convention No. 168 of the International Labour Organization concerning Employment Promotion and Protection against Unemployment (1988), the Republic of Albania, as a state party in this Convention, has taken the appropriate measures to coordinate systems of protection against unemployment and employment policies, ensuring an equality of treatment for all protected persons, without discrimination on grounds of race, sex, belief, political opinion, nationality, ethnic or social ancestry, disability or age.

4. Decisions of the Council of Ministers and strategies on elimination of all kinds of discriminatory forms

52.
Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 822, of 06.12.2006 “On approval of standards of social care service for people with disabilities in residential and day centers” provides that all the service beneficiaries (people with disabilities and their family members) are treated equally, without discrimination or unmerited privileges from the service organizations and the local government units. This normative act aims at drafting Standards of Social Care Services for people with disabilities, so that the local government organizations work together with this social category, their family members and representative organizations to prevent and avoid discrimination and social exclusion.

57.
Also, this strategy lays down that social protection is offered for any individual in need, despite his/her gender, origin, religion, age, disabilities or other peculiarities. Any individual in need is entitled to the same social aid or service. Discrimination in gaining services should be prevented and fought against.

58.
Decision of the Council of Ministers No. 1104, of 30.07. 2008 “On some addenda in Decision no 80, of 28.01.2008 of the Council of Ministers” “On approval of the sector strategy on social protection and action plan for its implementation” provides for avoiding of discrimination through defining criteria for the foster family. More specifically, this strategy defines that the ones applying for foster parents should not have discriminatory stances against people with disabilities or ethnic minorities and should respect exercising of the religious belief of the child/children.

5. Public institutions, which, through their activity guarantee an effective protection of individuals from any discriminatory act

(a) More specifically

65.
Law No. 9669 “On measures against domestic violence” was approved in December of 2006 upon the proposal of 20 thousand electors, and entered into force on 1 June 2007. The scope of the law was:

“to prevent and reduce domestic violence in all its forms by suitable legal measures; to guarantee protection by legal measures of the family members who are victims of domestic violence, paying a special attention to children, the elderly and people with disabilities”.

67.
For the Roma community:

(a)
A National Strategy “On Improving Living of the Roma population”, passed by DoCM No. 633, of 18.09.2003, based on the obligations deriving from the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities and European integration is in place in Albania. The Strategy delineates concrete objectives: poverty reduction through the implementation of the vocational training programmes and employment programmes, social assistance programmes, payment for people with disabilities, social residential and community services offered by the private public operators, the NGOs and profits deriving from the social insurance pension law;

---

(i)
There is no legal discrimination in practice for the Roma community for profiting from the economic assistance programmes. Representatives of the Roma minority are advised from local government staff. Social administrators of regional offices of social services support the Roma for meeting the documentation for receiving economic assistance, payment of the disabilities and counseling for getting into grips with the legislation;

iii. Equal employment possibilities

109.
Considering that the unemployment level among women is high, irrespective of their large-scale participation in the employment promotion programmes, the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities has taken concrete measures to ensure the implementation of active policies on women’s employment. The employment promotion programme is designed to help ensure employment for the unemployed females, and encourage employers to hire women unemployed job-seekers. Even though, at first glance, it may imply discrimination against males, in point of fact it helps resolve the issue of high unemployment among females. The support consists in providing funding for the social insurance contributions, and with regard to women over 35 years of age, the trafficked women, the women from the Roma community and the disabled females, a part of the salary equivalent to minimum payment will be compensated. This programme, funded out of the state budget allocated to the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities, started to be implemented as early as 1 January 2004. The programme is designed to ensure long-term employment, while encouraging employers to become active in selecting regular manpower. The women unemployed job-seekers are involved in concrete activities in the course of which they can: (a) find temporary employment and receive more income; (b) receive on-the-job training; and (c) have real opportunities to find employment if they prove to have good skills for work and business.

Vocational training in public centres

118.
Investments out of the state budget are being made to expand the network of the public vocational training centres. In 2006, 6,200 persons, of which 3,700 females, received training. The tendency in 2007 was to open new training courses for those trades promising more opportunities for employment at the end of the training course. In 2007, such training courses registered 7,400 persons. At their completion, 7,028 persons received graduation certificates, of which 1,700 used to be unemployed job-seekers. Those from the special groups, who underwent training, include 72 Roma, 35 orphans, 10 trafficked females, and 29 disabled people. The public vocational training courses have been attended by 4,923 persons aged 16–24, who account for 66.5 per cent of the total number of the trained persons. In 2007, 3,899 females, or 53 per cent of the total number, went through training. The age-group 25–34 makes up 20 per cent of the total, and those over 34 years of age account for only 13.5 per cent of the total. In terms of education level, the largest number of the persons attending public vocational training have secondary education – 3,400 persons (or 46 per cent of the total), followed by those with 8-year education – 2,032 (28 per cent), and then, those with higher education – 1,968 persons (26 per cent).

5. Responsible structures and gender policies

125.
Hence, Decision No 632 of the Council of Ministers of 18 September 2003 ‘On the employment promotion programme for women unemployed job-seekers,’ pursuant to Law No. 7995 of 20 September 1995 ‘On employment promotion,’ states that financial support will be provided to employers hiring females, and particularly, from these categories: Roma females; women over 35 years of age; divorced women with social problems, battered females, and disabled females. And Order No. 394 of the Minister of Labour and Social Affairs of 23 February 2004 ‘On fess in the vocational training system,’ specifies that public vocational training centres provide free vocational training courses to the following categories: Roman community, trafficked women and young women, and battered women. These courses are intended to ensure better training and vocational skills for these target groups of women, while affording them more opportunities to cope with the contemporary demands of the current labour market.

144.
Law No. 7995 of 20 September 1995, ‘On employment promotion’, amended by Article 4 ‘Employment Government Policies’, states that, ‘On the basis of the proper assessment of the economic development, employment and the other targets of the government policies’, the active government employment policies shall be intended to help provide support to full, productive and fully selected employment, ensuring that:

(a) There will be jobs for all those seeking a job;

(b) Such a job must be as productive as possible;

(c) There shall be freedom in the choice of the jobs, and as many opportunities as possible for each and every employed person to receive training, and use his skills and talents in a job to which he has duly adjusted himself.

145.
For these goals to be achieved, the government employment policies must be pursued through developing:

--

(c) Vocational rehabilitation and other forms of support for the employment of the disabled persons;

149.
Likewise, Article 7/1 ‘Counselling and orientation on profession and employment’ (employment promotion law) stipulates that:

--

(c)
Special attention during counselling and orientation shall be devoted to the special groups, which, under the definition of the employment promotion law, include job-seekers, such as mothers with many children, persons over 50 years of age, young people under the age of 18 years, long-term unemployed, persons from households under the poverty line, victims of trafficking, persons falling under income support programmes, persons who become redundant from undertakings and institutions in the process of reformation, restructuring and privatisation, unemployed girl mothers, divorced women with social problems, persons returning from emigration and facing economic problems, newly graduated persons who are not familiar with the labour market, persons who have served time, disabled persons, the Roma, and orphans who have been gained this status.

151.
The purpose of the law is stated in Article 3: ‘The citizens of the Republic of Albania shall enjoy equal rights to education at all the education levels, irrespective of their social standing, nationality, language, sex, religion, race, political beliefs, health condition, and economic level.’ Likewise, Article 15 ‘Counselling and orientation on education and vocational training’ of Law No. 8872 of 29 March 2002 ‘On education and vocational training in the Republic of Albania’ states that, ‘Counselling and orientation on education and vocational training shall be designed to help ensure that all the citizens choose the education, profession, training, retraining and vocational rehabilitation fitting to their interests and mental and physical capabilities.’ Pursuant to this article, the Minister of Labour has issued Order No. 2222 of 31 October 2002 ‘On counselling and orientation on vocational training.’

Strategy for the improvement of social assistance

(a)
Situation

282.
Payment for persons with disabilities, is one of the social assistance programs with a rapid extension of beneficiaries in the recent years. The state budget expenditures for this program have considerably increased and this is perceived in the following two aspects: 

(i) inclusion of the groups of persons with disabilities; 

(ii) increase of the financial payment for each person with disabilities as well as 

(iii) the enhancement of services for specific categories, as in the case of the hygienic-sanitary package for the pre and tetraplegics or even the benefit for labour invalids of an addition over the invalidity pension for their disabilities.

Work is on to set up a system for the assessment of disabilities, not only on medical basis but with the inclusion of social indicators as well.

284.
The following is envisaged for the persons with disabilities: shifting the assessment of Persons with Disabilities from the medical to the social-medical model. The assessment envisages the implementation of the International Manual for the Classification of the Functions of Disabilities and Health (ICF). The escalation of the payment for disabilities depending on age, the state and the seriousness of Disabilities.

285.
In the context of these measures, work is on the following: amelioration of the Law No. 9355 “On social assistance and services”, which paves the way to the following:

(a) The possibility of providing an escalatory payment according to the seriousness of the disease;

(b) Revision of the Assessment regulation based on the International Manual (ICF);

(c) Shifting the Assessment Commissions of Disabilities to Health Insurance Service.

Social Care

(a)
The state of play

289.
Traditionally, Albania has not made use of the institutionalization of social care, as a way to ensure services for the elderly, the orphans or persons with disabilities. The program of care services benefits all individuals and group ages, races, children, Persons with Disabilities, the juveniles, the women violated, trafficked and who are vulnerable to trafficking, the elderly and others. In the year 2007–2008, all residential services were decentralized. Services are offered in public residential and community centers and in non-public centers offered by private operators, NGOs, and others.

290.
Individuals needing residential services – orphan children, Persons with Disabilities, the Elderly, who ask to be accommodated into institutions have to apply to the local unit of their location under a procedure adopted by decision of the Council of Ministers.

291.
Residential services that until the year 2005 were offered by the Central government are decentralized, providing to the local unit the relevant funding for this delegated competence, designed to satisfy individual need in the best and most qualitative way.

292.
During the period 2004–2008, apart from the decentralization of residential services, 43 community-based service models were also set up. This enterprise was backed up through a World Bank project, which after assessing the social state of play in the country, it identified the groups in need for these services, the necessary sorts of services in cooperation with the local unit and the NGO operators, it first established community services in 4 country circuits and in 4 others afterwards, by setting up the model of contemporary services for children, Persons With Disabilities, the Elderly, the Young, women and girls in distress and others. These services were supported both for the adjustment of the ambiances, completion with the necessary material-didactic basis and the boost of human capacities for offering a qualitative service.

293.
The period 2004–2009 was associated with an increase of cooperation and the inclusion of civil society, both in drafting legislation, the strategies and in the process of assessing the activities they conduct in the field of social care.

294.
Pursuant to the Law No. 9355 dated 10.03.2005 and the Decision No.654 of the Council of Ministers, the number of licensed entities is nearly 110 and this process is considered as a period for the institutionalization of relations with operators that offer services.

295.
For the implementation of service standards, the Program of Economic Aids, payments for Persons with Disabilities and social services, the Minister of Labour and Social Affairs has set up the Inspectorate of Economic Aids, Payment for Persons With Disabilities and Social Services; the latter inspects the activities and the implementation of the legislation in its subordinating structures and institutions, coordinating its work with the sections of economic aids in municipalities and communes, NGOs and other operators acting in the field of social protection.

296.
The tasks of the social service policy are as follows: 

(i) extension of diversified community services, covering all groups with the basis services in all the country’s districts; 

(ii) extension of community services until the year 2013 even in the municipalities that currently do not offer them; 

(iii) pilots the custody service 2008–2010 in two municipalities and until the year 2013 the extension of this service to other local units, in harmony with the needs and budget potentials; 

(iv) deinstitutionalization, consolidation of the service model “home-family” for children and Persons With Disabilities, extension of these services into other social groups (juveniles, the Elderly); 

(v) boost of the quality of services for children, Persons With Disabilities through the implementation of service standards; 

(vi) inspection of all services of residential daily care offered by public and private operators; 

(viii) licensing the bidders of all NGOs offering social care services.

297.
Measures: The philosophy of national policies of social care lies in building up that sort of service system that would be able to satisfy the needs or reduce to the minimum the impact of negative effects of social occurrences over categories seeking to benefit from is services. The social care system, through its strategic policies and goals intends to support people in distress within the families and their communities, as compared to the care offered by centralized residential services. The reform of the system of services envisages the following:

(a) The services of residential care transferred into the local unit should gradually pass on towards community-based services, in harmony with the citizens needs;

(b) Set up new community services, apart from existing residential social care services;

(c) Enhancement of the diversity and geography of services, in line with the residents needs;

(d) Increase the participation of local government units and civil society organizations in programming the realization of social services;

(e) Raise the responsibility of local government units in financing and ensuring the sustainability and continuity of services;

(f) Implementation, monitoring and improvement of the standards of services for each group in distress, with a view to ensure qualitative and effective services;

(g) Observe the rights of groups in distress for social protection, satisfy their own needs and foster their integration into the social life, particularly in the case of children, Persons with Disabilities and the Elderly.

Article 12

1.
Mental health

310.
With regard to the legal frame and measures adopted to ensure mental health, we may provide the following information: pursuant to the initiated reform in the field of mental health and pursuant to the Law No. 8092 dated 21.03.1996 “On the Mental Health”, by Order of the Minister, the Political Document No. 116, dated 25.03.2003 is already adopted together with the Plan of Action for the Development of Services of Mental Health in Albania, No. 226, dated 13.5.2005, as well as the Regulation on Services of Mental Health, No. 118, dated 15.05.2007.

311.
Pursuant to the legal frame, the mental health reform continues, aimed at reducing the number of beds in the psychiatric hospitals and the opening of daily community centers for mental health in the districts with psychiatric hospitals and cabinets, as well as in opening protected homes for chronic patients. This reform is designed to observe their rights, improve the living conditions and rehabilitate them to return to their families.

312.
A legal psychiatric hospital is under construction in Durrës for the persons who have committed a criminal offence and currently are staying at the Prison’s Hospital. This hospital is also being opened under the CPT recommendations, so that all rights of patients would be observed.

313.
With regard to measures taken to reduce mortality during birth delivery and infant mortality and to ensure a healthy child development, we inform as follows: the Ministry of Health is the major provider of health care in Albania. It offers this sort of care through a wide-ranging network of hospitals, policlinics and centers of primary health care.

ANNEX - References to persons with disabilities by other treaty bodies with respect to Albania
Concluding Observations of the CEDAW Committee, CEDAW/C/ALB/CO/3, 2010

Harmonization of national legislation

18.
The Committee notes the efforts to reconcile the newly enacted gender equality and anti-discrimination laws, legislation previously in force and the Convention, especially in addressing multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination experienced by ethnic minority women, women with disabilities, rural women and other disadvantaged groups of women, and notes the legal basis for imposing sanctions for acts of discrimination. 

19.
The Committee recommends that the State party monitor the impact of the gender equality and anti-discrimination legislation, identify inconsistencies and address them, as appropriate, with a view to ensuring that the implementation of the legislation is conducive to the effective elimination of discrimination against women, especially women belonging to disadvantaged groups, such as ethnic and linguistic minority women, women with disabilities, older women, women living in rural or remote areas, migrant women, women living with HIV/AIDS and women discriminated against on the grounds of their sexual orientation and gender identity.

Temporary special measures

22.
In view of the fact that the legal basis for the introduction of temporary special measures in the former Law on Gender Equality of 2004 was never invoked, the Committee commends the State party for having introduced temporary special measures as foreseen in the Law on Gender Equality in Society of 2008 and in the Electoral Code in the form of quotas, as well as, albeit to a limited extent, in the field of vocational training for unemployed women belonging to the most disadvantaged groups of society. The Committee is concerned, however, about the different approaches to gender quotas in provisions for the general election and local elections, and the differing sanctions for non-compliance with the provisions.  The Committee identifies the need for the State party to introduce further temporary special measures in order to achieve de facto or substantive gender equality in all areas covered by the Convention.

23.
The Committee calls on the State party to strengthen the use of temporary special measures, in accordance with article 4, paragraph 1, of the Convention and the Committee’s general recommendation No. 25, in areas in which women are underrepresented or disadvantaged, including through the allocation of additional resources where needed, in order to accelerate the achievement of de facto or substantive gender equality in areas covered by the Convention, such as participation in political and public decision-making, including in the civil and diplomatic service, in the judiciary and the executive branch, and in the education and employment sectors. The Committee further recommends that temporary special measures be applied in order to ensure the equality of women and men in accessing property, capital and credits, health-care services, housing and, more generally, all the components of an adequate standard of living, particularly in regard to women belonging to disadvantaged groups, including women and girls belonging to linguistic and ethnic minorities, older women, women with disabilities and women living in rural and remote areas, as authorized by the comprehensive article 8 of the Law on Gender Equality in Society of 2008. The Committee requests the State party to include, in its next periodic report, comprehensive information on the use of such temporary special measures in relation to various provisions of the Convention, and on their impact.

Education

30.
The Committee commends the State party for the comprehensive reforms undertaken and the achievements made in the field of education that reflect gender issues, for example in the training of teachers and the review of school curricula and textbooks. The Committee expresses a number of concerns, however, in relation to the education of girls in rural or remote areas and girls belonging to linguistic or ethnic minorities. Such concerns relate to the high dropout rate from schooling, especially at the secondary level, resulting from early marriages, traditional sex-role stereotypes, lack of means of transportation, secondary costs of education and involvement in economic activities, indicating poverty as a strong predictor. The Committee also expresses concern about the lack of comprehensive data on the rate of enrolment of Roma women and girls, as well as women and girls with disabilities, at all levels of education, which is an impediment for the State party in assessing their situation with a view to improving it. The Committee is also concerned about the low level of representation of women in senior management positions in educational institutions at the primary, secondary and tertiary levels.

31.
The Committee recommends that the State party continue raising awareness of the importance of education for the empowerment of women and that it take concrete comprehensive measures to overcome traditional attitudes and other obstacles to the education of girls and women. The Committee especially recommends intensifying efforts to promote the access of girls and women living in rural or remote areas, including minority girls and women, to education and their retention at all levels of education. The Committee calls on the State party to enhance temporary special measures currently in place in the form of quotas, in order to ensure the representation of women in high-level positions in universities and other educational institutions. It requests inclusion, in the next periodic report, of comprehensive data and information on the educational situation and opportunities of disabled women and girls, as well as those belonging to ethnic and linguistic minorities, particularly Roma women and girls.

Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee, CRC/C/15/Add.249, 2005

Non discrimination

23.
The Committee welcomes the many legislative amendments providing for equal rights to all children, including giving children equal inheritance rights without discrimination based on their status at birth.  However, the Committee is concerned that discrimination persists in particular with respect to ethnic minorities, including Roma children, disabled children and children living in remote areas many of whom have reduced access to support and protection.  The Committee regrets the lack of information on the efforts made by the State party to counter these forms of discrimination while noting statements that this is primarily a result of mentality and attitudes rather than lack of related legislation.  Furthermore, the Committee regrets the general lack of information related to discrimination against girls. 

24.
The Committee urges the State party to undertake concerted actions to develop and implement policies aimed at countering the various forms of discrimination in the country.  This would include revision of existing legislation, introduction of comprehensive anti discrimination legislation and conducting educational campaigns to address discrimination against the Roma and other minorities, as well as discrimination on grounds such as disability, sex, birth status or others.

25.
The Committee requests that specific information be included, in the next periodic report, on the measures and programmes relevant to the Convention undertaken by the State party to follow up on the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted at the 2001 World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance, and taking account of the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2001) on the aims of education.

Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 

40.
The Committee notes article 25 of the Constitution and the general provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code, according to which torture and degrading treatment or punishment are prohibited.  However, the Committee regrets the lack of relevant practical information in the report, and is concerned about allegations of ill treatment and improper use of force, in particular against children, both by public officials and the police in pre trial detention centres, in prisons and in other institutions in which children are in the care of the State.  Furthermore, the Committee is concerned that these allegations have not been investigated promptly by an independent authority. 

41.
In light of article 37 (a) of the Convention the State party should take all necessary and effective steps to address the causes and to prevent incidents of ill treatment of children while in State care, including by adopting a prevention strategy against institutional violence.  The Committee further urges the State party to undertake adequate measures to ensure that an effective system is set up for filing complaints about acts of ill treatment and that such acts receive an appropriate response through the judicial process, in order to avoid impunity for the perpetrators.

Children deprived of their family environment

44.
The Committee welcomes the programmes of development of social services aimed at the deinstitutionalization of children and the shifting towards decentralized and community based services with a view to improving living standards that are conducive to reintegration.  However, the Committee remains concerned that children may be removed from their families because of their health status, or placed in institutions by parents in difficult economic situations.
45.
The Committee recommends that the State party:

(a)
Take effective measures to strengthen support to families by developing a comprehensive child centred family policy to enable families to care for their children at home; 

(b)
Improve social assistance and support to families through advice and education to promote positive child parent relationships;

(c)
Strengthen efforts in the area of deinstitutionalization ensuring that parallel structures are in place to provide adequate follow up and reintegration support and services for children who leave institutional care;

(d)
Establish procedures to ensure that children currently residing in institutions that are being closed down are fully informed and able to participate in deciding on their future placement, and that these children retain their rights to social protection.

Children with disabilities

52.
The Committee welcomes the establishment of an inter-ministerial group to develop a National Strategy for Persons with Disabilities, but remains concerned at the large number of children with disabilities who are institutionalized, are not included in the mainstream education system, or are without education at all, and at the general lack of resources and specialized staff for these children.  It is also concerned at the prevailing societal attitudes which are conducive to stigmatization of children with disabilities.  

53.
The Committee encourages the State party to actively pursue its current efforts and continue:

(a)
To review existing policies and practices in relation to children with disabilities, taking due regard of the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (General Assembly resolution 48/96 of 20 December 1993, annex) and of the Committee’s recommendations adopted at its day of general discussion on “The rights of children with disabilities” (see CRC/C/69, paras. 310-339);

(b)
To pursue efforts to ensure that children with disabilities may exercise their right to education to the maximum extent possible and facilitate their inclusion in the mainstream education system;

(c)
To undertake greater efforts to make available the necessary professional and financial resources, especially at the local level, and to promote and expand community-based rehabilitation programmes, including parent support groups;

(d)
To strengthen public awareness campaigns with a view to contributing to changing existing negative attitudes towards children with disabilities;

(e)
To consider seeking technical cooperation from UNICEF and the World Health Organization in this respect.
Standard of living 

58.
The Committee notes the efforts that the State party is making to improve the living standards of families in poverty and of children in institutional care, orphans or other children with special needs.  However, the Committee is concerned that a large number of children live in poverty, or in extreme poverty, and that many children do not receive child support maintenance following divorce of their parents, or as the case may be, the amount is largely insufficient.

59.
The Committee encourages the State party to pursue measures to assist parents and others responsible for children by strengthening efforts to improve the standard of living of all children and providing material assistance and support programmes in accordance with article 27 of the Convention.  Economic growth should be used to improve the living conditions of families.  In addition, the State party is encouraged to consider ratifying the Hague Conventions No. 23 on the Recognition and Enforcement of Decisions relating to Maintenance Obligations and No. 24 on the Law Applicable to Maintenance Obligations.
� Further, OHCHR Thematic Study on enhancing awareness and understanding of the CRPD, A/HRC/10/48, 26 January 2009, para 49; “Legislation authorizing the institutionalization of persons with disabilities on the grounds of their disability without their free and informed consent must be abolished. This must include the repeal of provisions authorizing institutionalization of persons with disabilities for their care and treatment without their free and informed consent, as well as provisions authorizing the preventive detention of persons with disabilities on grounds such as the likelihood of them posing a danger to themselves or others, in all cases in which such grounds of care, treatment and public security are linked in legislation to an apparent or diagnosed mental illness.”  See also OHCHR Information note no 4, “The existence of a disability can in no case justify a deprivation of liberty.” � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/60UDHR/detention_infonote_4.pdf" �http://www.ohchr.org/EN/UDHR/Documents/60UDHR/detention_infonote_4.pdf�; “The Special Rapporteur notes that the acceptance of involuntary treatment and involuntary confinement runs counter to the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.”  Report of the Special Rapporteur on Torture, 28 July 2008, A/63/175, para 44.)
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