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International Alliance for Peace and Development (IAPD) submits this parallel report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in the context of monitoring the compliance of the Kingdom of Norway with its obligations under Convention on the Rights of the Child. The report specifically focuses on assessing the implementation of several core articles contained in the Convention, based on recent data and evidence. It also includes a series of recommendations aimed at enhancing the respect, protection, and realization of children's rights in Norway, ensuring full alignment with the international standards outlined in the Convention.
This report has been prepared based on monitoring and analyzing national policies and practices related to children's rights in Norway, through a review of government reports, official statistical data, civil society sources, as well as testimonies and observations from local organizations working in the field of childhood. The report aims to highlight the gaps between Norway's legal commitments under the Convention and the actual implementation on the ground, focusing on the most marginalized groups at risk of discrimination or violation.
Prevention of Discrimination (Article 2)
Article 2 of Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulates the obligation of the state party to ensure respect for children's rights without any form of discrimination, regardless of nationality, ethnic or social origin, economic status, or any other status. In this context, IAPD appreciates the positive steps taken by the Kingdom of Norway to promote equality and combat all forms of discrimination. It particularly commends Norwegian government's launch of the "Action Plan to Combat Racism and Discrimination – New Initiatives 2024–2027," which represents an ambitious initiative aimed at enhancing inclusivity and diversity, especially in educational institutions, by fostering a culture that respects cultural and religious diversity and ensures a discrimination-free environment for all children.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Action plan on racism and discrimination – New initiatives 2024 – 2027, Ministry of Labour and Social Inclusion, https://tinyurl.com/5ybmajhz] 

Despite these positive efforts, IAPD expresses its ongoing concern regarding the persistence of certain forms of discrimination, particularly against marginalized groups of children, including Sami children, Roma children, and children from immigrant backgrounds, especially those of African descent. Although the cultural and linguistic rights of the Sami people are officially recognized, their children still face significant challenges, including social stigma and exposure to bullying and violence from peers in the school environment. Additionally, many Roma children live in chronic poverty and are sometimes denied access to certain public places, reflecting the continued structural and social discrimination against them.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Children of Norway, Humanium, https://www.humanium.org/en/norway/] 

Migrating children, especially those of African descent, face increasing difficulties in fully enjoying their rights, including fair access to health and education services.[footnoteRef:3] IAPD notes with deep concern that these children experience high rates of forced separation from their families through child welfare systems. Statistics indicate that the likelihood of migrant children being separated from their parents is three times higher compared to their Norwegian peers, raising serious concerns about institutional bias in the policies and procedures in place.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  FN dypt bekymret for rasisme mot mennesker av afrikansk opphav i Norge, Dagsavisen, 18 mars 2024, https://tinyurl.com/y3j5bwf6]  [4:  In Norway, 'unjust' social services target immigrant families, children, aa, 30 October 2023, https://tinyurl.com/4m4m9h5w] 

This concern is further amplified by rulings issued by the European Court of Human Rights, which has condemned Norway in 24 child welfare cases since 2018—an amount that exceeds the rulings against all other European countries combined in this context. These judgments highlight the urgent need to reconsider the practices of the relevant authorities and ensure their full alignment with principles of non-discrimination, the best interests of the child, and the right to family life.
Right to Life (Article 6)
Article 6 of Convention on the Rights of the Child states that every child has an inherent right to life, and that states parties must ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development of the child. In this context, the Kingdom of Norway has made significant progress in ensuring that children enjoy their right to life and physical, mental, and social development in a healthy and safe environment. These efforts have positively reflected in the reduction of child mortality rates to 2.5 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2018, placing Norway among the countries with the lowest rates globally for this vital indicator.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Spedbarns­dødeligheten er nå like lav blant fattig som rik i Norge, forskning, 22 December 2021, https://tinyurl.com/bdd8pwhm] 

It is worth noting that the comprehensive health and social policies pursued by Norwegian government have contributed to narrowing the gaps between children from wealthy families and those from low-income backgrounds. The survival of children, particularly in their first year of life, is no longer dependent on the economic background or financial capacity of the family, reflecting the state’s commitment to the principle of equal opportunities and social justice.
Despite this progress, there remains a concern regarding the impact of air pollution on children's health, especially in urban areas with high traffic density. Estimates suggest that between 500 and 2,000 people lose their lives annually in Norway due to the effects of air pollution, with children being among the most affected groups, alongside the elderly. This pollution is primarily linked to traffic and the intensive use of studded tires, leading to the emission of fine particles in the air that can cause respiratory or cardiovascular problems, and may in some cases lead to death, particularly among children whose bodies are still in the process of growth and development.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ibid, https://www.humanium.org/en/norway/] 

IAPD urges Norwegian authorities to take more effective environmental measures to mitigate this silent threat and ensure a healthy and safe environment for all children across the country, in accordance with its obligations under Article 6 of the Convention.
Respect for the Child's Views (Article 12)
Article 12 of Convention on the Rights of the Child states that every child has the right to express their views freely on all matters affecting them, and that due consideration should be given to those views in accordance with the child's age and maturity. In this context, the Kingdom of Norway has made significant progress in realizing this right by adopting policies and legislation that promote children's participation in decision-making processes that affect their lives.
In a positive step, Norwegian government reviewed its policy framework in October 2024 to ensure comprehensive assessment of the best interests of the child when adopting any new relevant reforms. The updated guidelines require relevant government authorities to evaluate the potential impact of legislation and policies on children, including involving them in shaping related decisions. This approach represents an important shift towards respecting children's participation and ensuring their voices are heard in public affairs.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Norway strengthens child rights in groundbreaking policy update, Nordic welfare, 22 November 2024, https://tinyurl.com/yjv9r4kz] 

However, challenges still affect the practical implementation of this right, as there is considerable variation in children's enjoyment of the right to participate across various legal and social fields. For instance, low rates of child participation are recorded in proceedings related to custody and contact issues following parental separation, as well as in child welfare cases, where children are often not systematically consulted or their views considered.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Children’s Participation in Family Law Proceedings, scup, 4 March 2019, https://tinyurl.com/32rwuuhh] 

Refugee children face additional difficulties that hinder their effective participation in decisions affecting their daily lives and futures. These challenges include language barriers that impede communication and expression, feelings of social alienation that reduce self-confidence, exposure to bullying, and homesickness, which disrupts the integration process. These compounded challenges weaken these children's ability to express themselves and limit their actual participation in discussions concerning them, necessitating enhanced supportive measures to ensure the effective realization of Article 12 of the Convention for all children without discrimination.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  The voices of refugee children in Norway: Coping with language barriers, outsiderness, bullying and longing, Journal Sage pub, https://tinyurl.com/3d383nt6] 

Right to Privacy for Children (Article 16)
Article 16 of Convention on the Rights of the Child states that "no child shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his or her privacy, family, home, or correspondence, nor unlawful attacks on his or her honor and reputation." In this context, the Kingdom of Norway has taken a number of positive measures to enhance respect for this right, particularly in light of the increasing challenges associated with the digital age. Among the most notable of these measures is the updating of legislation related to the protection of personal data, as well as the adoption of plans to raise the minimum age for children's consent to share their data via social media from 13 to 15 years, aiming to enhance awareness and provide greater protection for children in the digital space.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Norway to increase minimum age limit on social media to 15 to protect children, the guardian, 23 October 2024, https://tinyurl.com/3vfjjfbp] 

Despite these important initiatives, tangible challenges remain that undermine children's full enjoyment of the right to privacy, particularly in digital environments and educational institutions. With the increasing use of the internet by children and their daily interactions with online platforms, their data has become vulnerable to violations by various entities, including applications and companies that collect information without obtaining explicit and informed consent from the child or their guardian. It has been noted that some social media platforms do not fully comply with Norwegian legislation regarding child privacy protection, leaving children in a precarious position regarding the risks of commercial exploitation or breaches of their digital confidentiality.
The challenges are not confined to the digital space but extend to schools and educational institutions, where some administrative practices continue to violate children's privacy, such as the use or sharing of health records or behavioral assessments of students without obtaining clear consent from the child or their family. Additionally, many educational applications adopted within the school system allow for the collection and storage of personal information, which is later exploited for commercial purposes without the knowledge of the student or their guardian, contradicting the fundamental principles of data protection and child privacy.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Svikt i personvernet i norske skoler, barnevakten, 31 august 2021, https://www.barnevakten.no/svikt-personvern-skoler/] 

In light of this, IAPD sees a need to intensify efforts to ensure strict compliance with international and national standards for privacy protection, and to enhance oversight of companies and institutions that handle children's data, ensuring a safe environment that respects children's dignity and their right to privacy.
Protection of Children from Violence and Abuse (Article 19)
Article 19 of Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulates the right of children to be protected from all forms of violence, abuse, and neglect, and this right is one of the fundamental rights that states must ensure are implemented by all possible means. In this regard, the Kingdom of Norway is making concerted efforts to improve protection mechanisms against violence; however, ongoing challenges affect the effectiveness of these efforts, particularly in cases of domestic violence and bullying in schools.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Violence and abuse, Norwegian center for violence and traumatic stress studies, https://www.nkvts.no/english/topic/violence-and-abuse/] 

Domestic violence is one of the major issues faced by Norway, especially in families experiencing social and economic problems, such as addiction or difficult living conditions. Research findings from Norwegian Centre for Violence and Trauma Studies indicate that approximately 5% of the population in Norway experienced severe violence from a parent during childhood, reflecting the ongoing need to strengthen preventive measures and early interventions. The same research showed that more than 20% of women in Norway experienced sexual assaults before the age of eighteen, highlighting the increased risks faced by girls, particularly in families exposed to violence.
In the context of schools, physical and psychological bullying against children remains a significant concern. Studies have shown that approximately 11% of seventh-grade students and 8% of tenth-grade students in Norway are regularly bullied by their classmates, averaging two to three times a month. This bullying has a profound impact on children's mental and physical health, hindering their social and emotional development.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Share of pupils in primary school that have been bullied by other pupils two to three times per month or more often in Norway from 2013 to 2024, Statista, https://tinyurl.com/4jsxkucm] 

Despite the measures Norway has taken to enhance the protection of children from violence, including improved legislation and support services for child victims of violence, the persistence of these challenges indicates a need for further action to ensure a safe environment for children in all life contexts, whether at home, in school, or in the community at large.
Children with Disabilities (Article 23)
Article 23 of Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulates the right of children with disabilities to enjoy a dignified life and to ensure their full participation in society, including access to education and services that meet their special needs. Despite Norway's strong commitment to implementing inclusive education for children with disabilities, significant challenges still hinder the full achievement of this goal.
One of the most prominent challenges is that children with disabilities face long waiting periods to obtain the necessary accommodations in schools, which can range from several months to over six months in some cases. These delays negatively affect the integration of children into regular classrooms, depriving them of the full benefits of an inclusive educational environment. Additionally, many of these children and their families experience a lack of necessary services to support their education, placing them under immense financial pressure.
Many schools lack specialized teachers and qualified teaching assistants, as well as appropriate educational materials tailored to the needs of these children. Furthermore, these schools struggle to provide the modifications and accommodations needed to help children with disabilities access the curriculum fairly and equally alongside their peers.
Moreover, some parents encounter difficulties navigating local support systems due to poor coordination among various service providers, such as the labor and social welfare organization, the national educational and psychological counseling service, and special needs education services. This uncoordinated distribution of responsibilities hinders the smooth transition of services needed by children with disabilities and poses an obstacle to providing the necessary support for them and their families.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Visit to Norway Report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights of persons with disabilities, https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g20/008/23/pdf/g2000823.pdf] 

Right to Health (Article 24)
Article 24 of Convention on the Rights of the Child states that all children have the right to the highest attainable standard of health and access to appropriate health care services. This fundamental right requires states to take necessary measures to ensure comprehensive health care for all children. In this context, Norwegian government has taken several positive measures to support this right, one of the most notable being the launch of the Infant Care Program for children aged 0 to 5, managed by Norwegian Directorate of Health. This program aims to provide free and legal health services to children and their families, starting from birth until the children enter school. It includes comprehensive medical examinations, vaccinations, home visits, and the provision of health advice and information to families.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Infant healthcare programme, age 0–5 years, hele Norge, 28 August, 2023, https://www.helsenorge.no/en/help-services-in-the-municipalities/infant-healthcare-programme-age-0-5-years/] 

Despite these significant efforts, substantial challenges affect all children’s enjoyment of their right to health, particularly in the area of mental health. In recent years, there has been a marked increase in mental health issues among youth, especially among females, raising serious public health concerns in Norway. The causes of these issues stem from various individual and societal factors, including social pressure and difficulties in adapting to the surrounding environment, highlighting the need to strengthen mental health services and preventive measures targeting the most affected groups.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Secular trends in mental health problems among young people in Norway: a review and meta-analysis, springer, 16 February 2024, https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00787-024-02371-4] 

Recommendations
IAPD recommends the following:
1. Address Discrimination: Consider implementing targeted policies and programs to address discrimination against Sami, Roma, and migrant children, with a focus on enhancing social inclusion and education for these children.
2. Improve Child Care: Work to improve child care procedures, especially for migrant children, to ensure there is no bias against migrant families and that separation is not the first option when dealing with families.
3. Environmental Policies: Consider strengthening environmental policies aimed at reducing air pollution and its harmful effects on children's health, and work on effective measures to mitigate health risks associated with pollution.
4. Child Participation in Decision-Making: Expand the participation of children in all decisions affecting their lives, including enhancing their involvement in mediation processes related to family and child welfare issues.
5. Support for Refugee Children: Encourage the government to remove language and social barriers that hinder refugee children's participation in decisions affecting them, and provide psychosocial support programs to contribute to their integration.
6. Digital Privacy Protection: Strengthen oversight of technology companies to ensure full compliance with children's data protection laws and guarantee that their personal data is not exploited.
7. Parental Consent: Require schools to obtain clear consent from parents before sharing any personal information about students, and enhance awareness regarding data privacy protection.
8. Digital Awareness: Promote digital awareness among children and parents about the risks related to personal data privacy, and provide awareness programs aimed at protecting children in the digital environment.
9. Domestic Violence Prevention: Strengthen reporting mechanisms for domestic violence, provide psychological support for affected children, and develop programs to protect children from violence within families.
10. Anti-Bullying Initiatives: Implement effective strategies to combat bullying in schools, including awareness and training programs for teachers and students to improve the school environment.
11. Services for Children with Disabilities: Reduce waiting times for obtaining individual educational accommodations for children with disabilities, and provide necessary support in regular educational settings.
12. Inclusive Education: Enhance teacher training on inclusive education techniques to ensure the integration of all children into regular classrooms, particularly those with special needs.
13. Free Health Services for Children: Expand the range of free health services for children, especially in rural and underserved areas, to ensure all children have access to basic healthcare.
14. Children's Mental Health: Strengthen mental health programs for children, including psychosocial support for those affected by violence or discrimination, and work to provide necessary resources to meet their psychological needs.
15. Equal Health Services: Improve oversight mechanisms to ensure that all children, including migrants and those with disabilities, receive equitable and fair health services.
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