FOLLOW-UP INFORMATION FROM THE STATE PARTY DELEGATION OF VIET NAM
ON THE ISSUES RAISED AT THE SESSION WITH
THE COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

1. Some individuals became disabled after torture in Viet Nam, and there are concerns that women with disabilities who are victims of gender violence do not receive adequate support from local authorities.

	- The assertion in the question is biased, and the sources referenced by the expert are unreliable.  

	a) The Constitution and laws of Viet Nam recognize and guarantee citizens’ rights to health, dignity, and honor. Articles 157, 373, and 374 of the Criminal Code, along with other provisions stated in the Law on Execution of Criminal Judgments and the Law on Temporary Detention and Custody strictly prohibit and criminalize the acts of torture, obtaining of evidence by duress, and the use of corporal punishment. 

	Detention procedures are conducted in a humane manner, ensuring no use of torture, coercion, corporal punishment, or any other treatments that violate the legitimate rights and interests of detainees. In addition, Viet Nam has established various compliance supervision and inspection mechanisms, including:  

	(i) Independent monitoring, such as inspection and supervision from the National Assembly, People's Councils, and the Viet Nam Fatherland Front;

	(ii) Procuration conducted by the People’s Procuracy;

	(iii) Legal representation ensuring lawyers' participation at all stages of criminal proceedings, from the initial reception and investigation of crime reports to prosecution, detention, custody, trial, and execution of criminal judgments.  

	In addition to investigation agencies, courts and procuracies are involved from the early stage of prosecution. Interrogation is conducted with audio and video recordings to ensure compliance with provisions of the law. 

	In Viet Nam, all violations are strictly punished, and the State Party is committed to eliminating any forms of coercion, corporal punishment, or abuse that endangers the lives and well-being of inmates.  

	b) The 2022 Law on Domestic Violence Prevention and Control, the Civil Code and the Criminal Code strictly prohibit all forms of domestic violence and abuse, particularly against children, women, and persons with disabilities. Any acts that cause serious harm to victims are subject to criminal punishments. Viet Nam has established the National Hotline for Domestic Violence Prevention (111) to receive reports and denunciations from individuals, organizations, and the community. The State Party has also established policies for emergency assistance and victim support, including medical care, means of living, and social reintegration (as outlined in Decree No. 103/2017/NĐ-CP, Decree No. 20/2021/NĐ-CP, and Decree No. 110/2024/NĐ-CP).

2. The Committee receives information indicating that Viet Nam restricts the activities of organizations and hinders their participation in receiving international aid.

	- The assertion contains biased and inaccurate information. 

Viet Nam has developed a comprehensive legal framework on the structure, establishment and operation of associations (as stipulated in Decree 126/2024/NĐ-CP and related documents). Upon meeting the prescribed criteria, conditions and procedures, organizations and/or individuals can establish an association whose operation and delivery of services shall be encouraged and supported.
	
	In Viet Nam, there are 71,891 active associations (of which 603 are at the national level; 71,288 are at the local level); 3,167 Social Funds and Charity Funds; and approximately 500 foreign non-governmental organizations. They have made meaningful contributions to the national economic development and social security. 
	
- Regarding the acceptance of funding and aid that finance assistive services for persons with disabilities: 

(i) Article 6 of the Law on Persons with Disabilities stipulates that:

1. The State encourages organizations and individuals to provide investment, funding, financial aid, and technical assistance to orthopedic services and rehabilitation; care, education, vocational training, employment and other assistive services to persons with disabilities.

2. Organizations or individuals investing in the construction of orthopedic, rehabilitation, nurturing, educational or vocational training establishments, establishments providing other services, and creation of jobs to assist persons with disabilities are entitled to support policies for private fundings and donors as prescribed by law.

(ii) Articles 23 and 24 of Decree no. 126/NĐ-CP stipulate that:

1. Associations are entitled to receiving, managing, and using lawful funding and aid from domestic and international sources, provided that such funding and aid comply with relevant legal regulations and align with the associations’ principles, objectives, functions, and mandates.  
2. Associations “are prohibited from abusing financial interventions or unlawful business to disturb the domestic market” and “shall adhere to regulations on the acceptance, management, and use of foreign aid, as well as to other relevant legal documents; ensure the effective and accountable use of funding and aid; bear responsibility as the recipient of aid in accordance with the law”.

(iii) Decree no. 80/2020/NĐ-CP stipulates that lawful associations in Viet Nam are entitled to receiving non-refundable grants of foreign institutions, organizations and individuals for the purposes of socio-economic development, humanitarian assistance, and not for profit or commercial purposes. 

	Viet Nam urges the Committee to give thorough consideration to the position of the State Party (as provided during the session and in this follow-up document), which should be the foundation to conclude unprejudiced, fact-based, and candid assessments with due appreciation of the efforts of the Government and people of Viet Nam in supporting persons with disabilities. Viet Nam stands willing to engage in discussions with aim of ensuring the best interests for persons with disabilities and leaving no one behind./.

	

