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I must admit that this has been a very fruitful and rewarding constructive dialogue. Hon. Minister, Ms Susan SHABANGU, I truly commend you and your highly skilled delegation for the manner in which you responded sincerely and honestly to the many concerns raised by distinguished Committee members, which we hope will translate into positive action in the lives of persons with disabilities and their representative organisations inSouth Africa, including, of course, women, children and youths and persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities. However, as opportunities like this do not come too often, we need to remind ourselves of some of the salient points that featured prominently in our discourse which we expect the Hon. Minister and her skilled team to begin to put in motion as soon as you return to your breath-taking tourist attractive country.
· Inclusion, Consultation and participation: a large proportion of the questions fielded by Committee members touched on these issues. I consider this to be the main essence of the Convention. For centuries, persons with disabilities have been left in the cold and have always had to wait for people to do things for them or say things on their behalf. The Convention was timely in ensuring that persons with disabilities, as rights holders and citizens of nations, must have a voice and therefore should be at the round table for frank and constructive discussion on how to plan their lives. Consultation, inclusion and participation should not merely be stated on paper, but should truly reflect the yearnings and aspirations of persons with disabilities to know that their views do count. Thus, I would suggest strongly that persons with disabilities and their representative organizations are fully included at all stages of policy and legislation making, from formulation  and design to implementation and monitoring, particularly in all government ministries, departments and agencies that have a bearing on disability matters, taking into account the advancement of, particularly, women and children with disabilities and are strengthened and empowered with sufficient budgets to do their work without fear;
[bookmark: OLE_LINK7]Education: From several reports placed before the Committee and that came out during our interactive dialogue, it was clear that education is a key concern of persons with disabilities inSouth Africa. A very high number of children with disabilities, especially in rural areas, have little or no access to education because of the inaccessibility of the learning environment and unsafe and insecure transport systems. It is often said that the best legacy you could bequeathed to a nation is education. Following on the heels of the General Comment no. 4 on inclusive education, from the Committee, I suggest strongly that the government of South Africa should invests a sizable amount of its budget in promoting inclusive education at all levels for all children with disabilities, including the training of teachers to impart such knowledge taking into account SDG 4 to ensure equal access to all levels of education and vocational training as well as build and upgrade education facilities that are disability-sensitive and safe and that are government driven ;
· Budgetary allocation: If the concerns of the millions of persons with disabilities in South Africa are to be adequately addressed, then government must prioritise to ensure that the national budget is inclusive of disability matters across all ministries, departments and agencies and in that way persons with disabilities will have full acces to education, employment, health, social protection and other matters of significance. This must be accompanied with monitoring indicators;
Reform of laws: It was clear during our constructive dialogue that many laws in South Africa require reform to bring them into line with the human rights model of disability as enshrined in the Convention, which is expected to address the aspirations of persons with disabilities. We have noted that several policies, guidelines and frameworks still remain to be translated into legislation for better usage by the disability community. We expect the Hon. Minister to put pressure on her government to ensure that these policies, guidelines and frameworks are put into legislation swiftly. In the same vein, we expect the Hon. Minister to ensure that Sign language and other policies that have a bearing on disability are swiftly enacted upon by the various review boards looking into them to ensure their inclusion in the constitution, including ensuring that the South African Human Rights Commission is empowered to exercise the powers of a truly independent mechanism for the protection, promotion and monitoring of the Convention in accordance with the provisions of article 33(2)  of the Convention. In the same vein, it is important that we begin to put the ghost of Esidimeni behind us by ensuring that perpetrators are brought to book and that families are adequately compensated and giving all necessary assistance to uplift their lives and also to ensure that preventive mechanisms are put in place to ascertain that such tragedy never recurs. 
Well, as this is my last intervention, I want to express my sincere appreciation to you for finding time from your very busy schedule to honour the Committee’s invitation for this very useful constructive dialogue and wish you a very pleasant and safe trip back to South Africa with the promise, hopefully, that we shall all be invited to South Africa in the not too distant future to witness the fruits of our labour and join South Africans with disabilities, especially women, children, persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disabilities and persons with Albinism,  in living through an accessible society devoid of obstacles in every manner of life that truly reflects the goals and objectives of the Rainbow nation.
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