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Mr. Chairman,
Distinguished members of the Committee,

It is an honor to lead the Armenian delegation for the consideration of our 4th periodic report on the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

We look forward to a constructive and fruitful discussion and are keen to answer questions put forward by the Committee members.

Two weeks ago we had imagined different kind of presentation in this Committee as we would be sharing our strong achievements in all spheres of human rights while discussing with all of you further steps in this regard. It is, however, with a great regret that I have to start my address by referring to tragic events in our region.  

Azerbaijani military aggression against the people of Nagorno Karabakh on September 19, 2023 led to serious and massive violations of human rights and international humanitarian law and first of all the most basic right - the right to life. The use of force has had  disastrous effect on the enjoyment of all human rights enshrined by the core international human rights instruments and this Covenant in particular, including right of everyone to an adequate standard of living, adequate food, clothing and housing, fundamental rights of everyone to be free from hunger, right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, right to education, right to work and the rights of all peoples to pursue freely their economic, social and cultural development.

Just a two weeks ago the whole territory of Nagorno-Karabakh, including the capital Stepanakert was under intense and indiscriminate shelling. Civilian infrastructures, including schools and critical communication lines were deliberately targeted. 

Before the military offensive, Nagorno-Karabakh undergone inhumane blockade of 10 months, with severe shortages of food and medicine. Denial of the international humanitarian presence on the ground and rejection to implement the binding orders of the International Court of Justice to open the Lachin corridor the lifeline linking Nagorno-Karabakh with the outer world, were clear indicators of the Azerbaijan’s intent to perpetrate mass atrocity in order to destroy whole or in part indigenous Armenian population of Nagorno-Karabakh. To this end Azerbaijan used starvation as an invisible atrocity crime weapon and then initiated large scale military actions to complete a “final solution” by expelling traumatized and exhausted population from Nagorno-Karabakh. The UN Special Adviser on the Prevention of Genocide in her statement of 22 September 2023, pointed out to the risk of genocide and related atrocity crimes. A number of international human rights organizations, lawyers, genocide scholars, reputable independent experts, including the former ICC Prosecutor and the former Special Advisor of the UN Secretary-General on the Prevention of Genocide have already characterized the situation on the ground in Nagorno-Karabakh as a situation which should be prevented under the Convention of Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.
There are lots of casualties as a result of Azerbaijan’s attack on Nagorno Karabakh, many women, elderly people and children are killed or injured.
Under threat is the Armenian cultural heritage. The indigenous Nagorno-Karabakh Armenians and the whole humanity can lose forever the unique ancient churches and medieval monasteries as there are cases of vandalism and desecration of religious symbols.
In the atmosphere of extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, abductions of civilians and other gross violations of international law, each and every person in Nagorno-Karabakh has been under existential threat thus compelling people to seek rescue in fleeing their ancestral homeland. 
As of October 4, 2023 more than 100.000 Armenians have been forcibly displaced and become refugees. International refugee law and international human rights law mutually reinforce each other on the right to return and property, which cannot be ignored by the international community.  
On September 29, 2023 Armenia applied to the International Court of Justice to for the indication of provisional measures to preserve and protect rights enshrined in the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. 
Among others, Armenia requests the Court to apply the following provisional measure: “Azerbaijan shall refrain from taking any actions directly or indirectly aimed at or having the effect of displacing the remaining ethnic Armenians from Nagorno Karabakh, or preventing the safe and expeditious return to their homes of persons displaced in the course of the recent military attack including those who have fled to Armenia or third States…”.
Back in 2004, this very Committee issued the Concluding observations to the Azerbaijan initial report on CESCR, and expressed its concern, about the illegal occupation of properties belonging to Armenians and other ethnic minorities. (54) Nothing was done then and today after two decades we are facing a humanitarian disaster of enormous scales.

Both physical and psychological trauma of the people enforced to leave their homes and land must be met in full. And the healing must be fueled with hope to restore their life and seek justice. 
Therefore, strong international monitoring and protection is needed to fully restore the rights of the Armenian population and bring those responsible to justice.
Armenia does it utmost to ensure protection, well-being and dignified living conditions of refugees, it allocates additional budgetary resources to overcome this humanitarian emergency and meet basic needs of victims of ethnic cleansing. 
The impact of refugee population changes the economic and social policy of the country and have its effect on legislative and other spheres of life. At the same time, it is evident that additional international support will be critical to help the forcibly displaced population of Nagorno Karabakh to seek immediate and durable solutions.
Throughout 10 months of inhuman blockade, there was no international community standing by the people of Nagorno-Karabakh. Now when people lost almost everything which makes life meaningful,  the international community should at least assume some responsibilities.
Mr. Chairman,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Despite the serious difficulties faced by the Republic of Armenia as a result of the war against the people of Nagorno Karabakh and the ongoing occupation its sovereign territory, Armenia continues effective cooperation with UN human rights bodies and mechanisms
Armenia has signed or ratified all main human rights treaties. Over the past few years, Armenia has joined many international instruments, which indicates that the state is ready to take on commitments in order to further ensure the protection and promotion of human rights.
Currently has no overdue reports to submit to the UN treaty bodies.

In particular, during reporting period Armenia ratified the Optional Protocol of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on Communication Procedure, Optional Protocol  to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty and the Council of Europe Protocol No.13 concerning the abolition of the death penalty in all circumstances, Council of Europe Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse (Lanzarote Convention) and signed the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence.
As a good practice Armenia continues the implementation of different action plans and strategies in various spheres such as fight against corruption, fight against trafficking, protection of the rights of children, disabilities, gender equality and many others.

To strengthen the protection of human rights, the Strategy of Human Rights Protection for 2020-2022 and its Action Plan, with a number of major reforms, has been adopted in 2019. The new Action Plan for 2023-2025 is underway. 

Armenia adopted 2019-2023 Strategy for Implementation of Gender Policy. It defines the priorities of the gender policy, which focus on creating favorable conditions for women and men to exercise their rights and opportunities in all fields of social life.  

In June 2022, the Republic of Armenia adopted its Second National Plan of Action on UN SC Resolution 1325 for 2022-2024. The implementation of the Program is on the way.  

The new Strategy for Legal and Judicial Reforms for the period of 2022-2026 has been adopted.

The new Anti-Corruption strategy for years 2023-2026 is in the process of drafting.


Development of the mechanism ensuring accountability on the international commitments of Armenia is on the way.  Armenia continues its practice of submission of voluntary mid-term reports within the framework of Universal Periodic Review procedure.

The policy of the Government of the Republic of Armenia and the undertaken reforms are consistent with the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and contribute to meeting the sustainable development goals.  

The 2021-2026 Programme of the Government of Armenia provides that it is crucial for all levels of education to ensure the creation of an environment for inclusive education, modernisation of the content of educational programmes and re-equipment of necessary infrastructure, enhanced use of modern information technologies in the training and management systems and strengthening of the "education-science-labour market" correlation. 

In the context of the reforms of the system of integrated social services, the Unified Social Service was launched on the basis of unified system of assessment of social needs. The aim is to increase the effectiveness of the management of the social protection system and quality of social services. 

The Government prioritizes public administration reforms to ensure increase in the effectiveness of services provided to citizens.  

The implementation of institutional reforms in the field of digitization also deserves special attention, which affects all spheres of vital importance.  

Mr. Chairman,

My colleagues from various ministries and agencies will present in more detail the reforms carried out by Armenia in various spheres of economic, social and cultural life.

I thank you.
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