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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like join Mr. Ori in welcoming you to the 87th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. Similarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has remained at 81. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. With respect to the Optional Protocol, the number of States parties remains at 115.

I am pleased to inform you that since our last session, Argentina, Czechia, Iraqe, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Lesotho and Luxembourg submitted their periodic reports to the Committee. The number of States parties having opted out from the simplified reporting procedure since our decision in 2022 to make the simplified reporting procedure the default procedure for the submission of State party reports to the CEDAW Committee, with the possibility for States parties to opt out, remains at 13.

I wish to inform you that unfortunately, Ms. Daphna Hacker is unable to attend the 87th session.

Please let me now introduce my participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights since the last session of the Committee.

Shortly after our last session, on 1 November 2023, I attended the informal briefing of the High Commissioner to States on the treaty body strengthening process online as an observer. Representatives of 118 States participated in the briefing and 28 States and one group of States took the floor to discuss and react to the OHCHR Working Paper. The exchanges led to an emerging consensus on many of the options outlined in the Working Paper, with concrete proposals, and endorsement of the process and the OHCHR Working Paper as such.

On 3 November, I met virtually with the UN Women Executive Director, Ms. Sima Sami Bahous, to discuss possible cooperation over the next two years, UN Women’s efforts to review the women’s rights and gender equality architecture of the UN, and the preparation of the 68th session of the Commission on the Status of Women in March this year, among other issues.

On 16 November, I participated in the high-level meeting on the rights of persons with disabilities of the Spanish Presidency of the Council of the European Union, where I made a presentation on “Women and girls with disabilities: challenges and proposals for the European agenda”.

On 21 November, I was a speaker at a round table on “Access to justice by vulnerable persons” as part of a seminar on “Women and Justice” held in the context of the Spanish Presidency of the Council of the European Union, organized by the Spanish Ministry of Justice.

From 24 to 26 November, I participated as keynote speaker in the 6th National and 1st European Social Forum for Women and Girls with Disabilities under the title “I decide, organized by CERMI Women’s Foundation in León, Spain.

On 29 November, I spoke at a hearing on “Harmful practices in the EU against women and girls with disabilities” of the European Parliament Committees on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality and on Employment and Social Affairs.

On 5 December, I remotely participated in the event “Women with disabilities for inclusion and free from violence”, organized by the Associations of Blind Women (AMUCES) and Blind People (ASCES) of El Salvador, and the House of Culture of the Blind, with support from UNFPA El Salvador.

On 6 December, I participated in the remote joint meeting of treaty body Chairs with the ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, convened by OHCHR and the International Labour Organization.


On 7 December, I remotely participated in the hybrid meeting of treaty body Chairs with the Special Procedures Coordinating Committee of the Human Rights Council.

From 10 to 12 December, I participated in the High-Level Event to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, co-hosted by OHCHR and the Swiss Government in Geneva.

On 12 December, I participated in the informal meeting of the treaty body Chairs convened by OHCHR on the margins of the UDHR75 High-Level Event in Geneva.

On 15 December, I was a panellist at a webinar as part of a series of virtual dialogues titled “Landscapes of care: Horizons for decent living and a fulfilled life”, hosted by the Continental Alliance of Indigenous Women of the Americas (ECMIA SUR).

On 11 January 2024, I met virtually with the Chair of the UN Working Group on discrimination against women and girls, Dorothy Estrada-Tanck, to discuss issues of common concern.

On 17 January, I participated in a virtual meeting organized by OHCHR with the Chair of the chairs of the human rights treaty bodies, Mr. Claude Heller, to prepare the informal meeting of the chairs in Madrid from 21 to 23 February.

On 18 January, I participated in a virtual meeting of the Platform of international and regional bodies on the elimination of discrimination and violence against women, presided by the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls.

On 18 and 25 January, I attended the debates on the reform of article 49 of the Spanish Constitution on persons with disabilities at the Spanish Houses of Parliament, the Congress of Deputies and the Senate.

On 23 January, I met virtually with Mr. Mahamane Cissé-Gouro, Director, Human Rights Council and Treaty Mechanisms Division, OHCHR.

On 24 January, I participated in a virtual meeting with MESECVI, the monitoring body of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, known as the Belém do Pará Convention, to discuss the co-presidency of CEDAW and MESECVI of the Platform on the elimination of discrimination and violence against women in 2024. 

	Dear colleagues,

I know that experts of the Committee have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session. I would now be delighted to hear from them in this regard. In the interest of time management, I would like to request those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to 3 minutes.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 87th session, including this meeting, our constructive dialogues with the States parties, our informal public meetings with NGOs and NHRIs, and the public closing of the session on Friday 27 October are webcast live on UN Web TV.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers on the webcast during these public meetings.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.

__________________
