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Distinguished members of the Committee,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
On behalf of the Secretary-General, I declare open and welcome you to the one hundred and twentieth session of the Human Rights Committee. 
Committee Members,

 
Achieving progress in human rights takes a great deal more than the flourish of a signature at the bottom of a document. This was a comment made by the High Commissioner in his recent opening statement to the Human Rights Council. It reflects the failure of many states to respect their human rights reporting obligations, including their obligation to report to you.
At the end of June, during the annual meeting of Treaty Body Chairs, the reporting gap was also raised as a concern. The Chairs reviewed a report on compliance, revealing the unacceptable number of overdue reports to the treaty bodies: currently at 34%. The ICCPR is the treaty with the fourth highest number of states not complying with their reporting requirements in a timely manner: 36% of initial and periodic reports under the ICCPR are overdue. What can be done about this failure of states to comply with their obligations under the treaties? 

This Committee is clearly taking steps in the right direction. The recent reinvigoration of your procedure, to consider States’ implementation of the ICCPR in the absence of a report, has borne fruit. Since the initiation of this procedure in March 2016, with respect to overdue initial reports from twelve States: two reports have been submitted to the Committee; eight States are actively drafting their reports; and two States are being supported by our office. Your decision to extend this procedure to overdue periodic reports will hopefully glean good results too.

The OHCHR treaty body capacity-building programme, has been instrumental in encouraging states to produce overdue reports to this Committee. Our colleagues are actively involved in encouraging five of these States to produce their reports. They organized training-of-trainers workshops that focused on treaty body reporting and training methodologies, for State officials. For example, with respect to Swaziland, which you will consider under this procedure at this session, technical cooperation and advise was provided on replying to the list of issues, in sending a high level delegation and in organizing a mock session. It may interest you to meet with a representative from the capacity building team during the session to consider how you can work more closely with our field colleagues in this regard. OHCHR will continue to assist you in this capacity: we must work hand in hand.
Other treaty bodies are important collaborators on this issue of non-reporting states. The Chairpersons will continue to reflect on this issue, but only with the collective wisdom of all members can we come closer to our goal of full compliance. Thus, I encourage you in your formal and informal meetings with other treaty bodies to consider this issue together. 
The procedures of the Human Rights Council, including the special procedures and the UPR, which also experience lack of cooperation with states, are also likely partners in this struggle for compliance. I encourage you to explore your relationship with these procedures with a view to supporting one another’s work. By way of example, references in your concluding observations to states refusing access to the special procedures or the OHCHR might be a way of encouraging states to step up their cooperation. As the UPR process commences its third cycle, it has implementation of its recommendations as a priority, many of which relate to reporting under the ICCPR. 
Treaty body procedures and technical cooperation are ineffective if States themselves are not willing to cooperate in the reporting process.  Reporting is a legal obligation of States and failure to report by some affects all. Perhaps this could be an item for consideration at your biannual meeting with States parties during this session. It would also be an important element, among others, to feed into the discussion on the 2020 treaty body strengthening review. Those of you who took part in the recent treaty body strengthening meeting convened by Civil Society (ISHR) in Geneva will doubtless have views to add to this. 
I hope that some of these suggestions will urge you to come together and work with us to improve this reporting gap. Reporting is not an end in itself however but should serve and benefit the people.  The extent to which states implement treaty body recommendations is another area warranting greater attention: an issue we shall perhaps take up with you on another day.
Committee members, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before concluding, I would like to refer to the consideration by the General Assembly at its forthcoming session of the request transmitted by the Secretary-General in his report of 2016 on the strengthening of the human rights treaty body system for additional meeting time to enable treaty bodies, especially your Committee, to address the significant increase of incoming individual communications. I wish to inform you that the ACABQ reviewed during June the request and will soon provide its recommendations to the 5th Committee of the General Assembly. As you may know, the ACABQ stands for the "Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions" and is an independent body that advises the General Assembly on budgetary and administrative matters. We will of course keep you informed about forthcoming developments in this regard and we already expect, as it is the practice, that decisions of the 5th Committee will be taken very late in the year only. 

Let me conclude by wishing you, on behalf of the High Commissioner, a fruitful and successful session for a full realization of the ICCPR.
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