[bookmark: _GoBack]I would like to thank the Committee for this opportunity to speak to you all today
It is a great honour
Today, I am speaking as a Director of Deepness Dementia Radio, 
an Internet Radio Station set up by and  run by people living with Dementia, where all the presenters are people living with Dementia.
One of my programmes is called “Our Rights”, where I try to make the Rights of Persons with Disabilities more accessible. 
I personally feel this is an important endeavour as I have found too often, that people living with Disabilities and their families, do not know that they have Rights.

The last 18 months have been a torrid time for people living with Disability in the UK, whether at home, in Hospital or in a Care Home, 
The isolation and lack of support and services have had a negative impact on their health and wellbeing
Families too have suffered in this way

But behind the scenes of all this has been an insidious erosion of the rights of people living with Disabilities.
Which has been going on for some decades and was reported on by Sir Philip Alston in his UN investigation into Poverty and Disability in the UK, including the Government’s aim to reduce Disability Benefit spending by 20%.

This has been further evidenced by the Department for Work and Pensions Green paper released in July this Year,
The wording of the Green Paper and its reference to countries such as New Zealand, 
where it claims they only pay an additional £34 per week, 
is evidence of the Government’s intention to deny more people getting additional money to meet their needs
by moving disability payments to Universal Credit with the potential of using Work Capacity Assessments to further deny Benefits to more Disabled people.

The Mental Capacity Amendment Bill introduces the Liberty Protection Safeguard from April 2022 to replace Deprivation of liberty, 
potentially reducing a person’s Right to choose where they live.

In a recent report by the Charity Scope, 
27% of Disabled people live in Poverty, against 19% of non-Disabled people 
and that Living costs were £583 per month higher for people with a Disability.

Dementia is officially the biggest and disproportionate cause of death in the UK
Indeed, the Office for National Statistics report on 1st March 2021, 
when there were just over 125,000 deaths due to COVID 
showed that 25.3% of all deaths due to COVID were people living with Dementia
And in the ONS report for July 2021, the total deaths due to Dementia in England and Wales 
accounted for just over 10% of all deaths that month, with COVID 9th at around 2%.

The British Medical Association 2018 Guidance allowing Doctors to starve and dehydrate patients to death is reminiscent of Hunger Hauser
The 2020 Coronavirus Act, is reminiscent of Aktion T4, 
allowing people to be marked for death via Do Not Resuscitate orders, 
often issued without the consultation or permission of the person or their legal proxy on an industrial scale, 
including where GPs have written to Care Homes issuing blanket DNRs to all residents.

Figures from the CQC’s information request to adult social care providers revealed that
on 16 March 2020, 28 per cent of people in adult social care settings had a DNR decision in place, 
this rose to 36 per cent between by December 2020.
For nursing homes, the increase was larger, 
with the percentage of people with a DNR decision rising from 74 per cent on 16 March 202
to 92 per cent by December 2020.
By 2050, according to figures from the World Health Organisation 2 weeks ago,
The number of people with a diagnosis of Dementia will rise from 55 million now to 139m or around 1 in 60 people
will people living with Disabilities still be fighting to attain their Universal Rights under the CRPD
It will be too late for people living with a disability today, especially as a DNR may have already marked them for death.
If the UK were Russia, China, North Korea, Iran or a developing country, sanctions would be in place.

The CRPD is International Law, specifically Hard Law 
as confirmed in the Joint Statement: Persons with Disabilities and COVID-19 by the Chair of the UN CRPD Committee
Why is the UK different?
Why must people living with disabilities in the UK and elsewhere have to stand alone in their fight for justice, equality, and their Universal Rights.
When will organisations that should be upholding and enforcing our Rights act on their legal obligations under international Law
To bring the UK and other countries to account
Ensuring a fair Equitable, Rights based future for people living with Disabilities.

I was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and probable Frontal Temporal dementia in March 2017
I was given 2 leaflets, told to make my Will and Power of Attorney, I could not drive or operate machinery and to go home and put my affairs in order.
Any other condition and there would have been a specialist Nurse to discuss the diagnosis and talk about what I could still do.
There was no one.
That is where my Rights ended and are still not being met.
I fear for my future,
That of my peers 
And our families.
Thank you
