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Madam Chairperson,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
We are pleased to be here today for the State of Israel’s first review before this Committee, under the International Covenant on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The issue of promoting the rights of persons with disabilities is continuously on the agenda of Israel, both nationally and internationally. On behalf of the Israeli delegation, I welcome this opportunity to engage with this Committee on Israel’s efforts, experiences, views, achievements and challenges, in implementing its obligations under this Convention. 
Israel is also proud to have Ms. Odelia Fitoussi as a member of the Committee and for her election as the Committee’s Vice Chair.
This review is based on Israel’s initial report that was submitted to the Committee in 2017 and on Israeli Reply to the List of Issues in 2022. There have been many developments since, and we will do our utmost to present them to the Committee today. Many Israeli Government Ministries and authorities assisted with the preparation for today’s review, many of whom are represented here. I want to personally thank everyone involved in this task. We are also proud of the active engagement of Israeli civil society in the process of compiling input for the report and for the review. 
I would like to take this opportunity to present my co-heads of delegation,
Dr. Gilad Noam, Deputy Attorney General, International Law at the Ministry of Justice,
And Mr. Dan Rashal, Commissioner for Equal Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
Among the Ministries represented here today are:
· the Ministry of Justice, including the Department of Legislation and Legal Counsel , and the Commission for Equal Rights of Persons with Disabilities;
· the Ministry of Education;
· the Ministry of Health;
· the Military Advocate General unit at the Israel Defense Forces;
· the Israel Police;
· the Ministry of Welfare and Social Affairs;
· and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, including the members of our Permanent Mission in Geneva.

In the interest of time, the representatives will introduce themselves before they speak. 
Distinguished Committee Members,
Israel invests many efforts both nationally and internationally, for the promotion and protection of rights of persons with disabilities. Even prior to the adoption of this Convention, Israel acknowledged the importance of the human rights of persons with disabilities, enacting its first law on equality for persons with disabilities, already in 1998. This will be addressed in more depth by my colleague, Dr. Gilad Noam. 
As Permanent Representative to Israel at the United Nations here in Geneva, I would like to highlight a few examples of Israel’s profound work in the international arena concerning the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, in line with Article 32 of this Convention. 
Israel is a member of the Group of Friends of the CRPD; a member of the Group of Friends of the Charter on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action; and a member of the HRC’s Task Force on Accessibility and its Group of Friends. 
Last year, the Human Rights Council adopted by consensus, the first ever Israeli-led resolution, on the issue of countering cyberbullying. This resolution mandates the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare a written report on countering cyberbullying against persons with disabilities in consultation with persons with disabilities and their representative organizations. This will be the focus of the next resolution, which Israel intends to present in September 2024.   
Israel also led a resolution at the World Health Organization on the Highest Attainable Standard of Health for Persons with Disabilities, which brought to the Organization, for the first time, a human rights-based approach to the issue of health and persons with disabilities.
Israel has also led numerous events on issues concerning this topic, including – sexuality of persons with disabilities, technology and accessibility, and persons with disabilities within humanitarian settings. 
In addition, Israel’s Agency for International Development Cooperation within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MASHAV), implements programs to ensure and advance the rights of persons with disabilities.
Examples of such programs include support for Israeli humanitarian aid organizations operating in Ukraine and neighboring countries by organizing courses to promote accessibility preparedness in times of emergency. MASHAV has also provided support for wounded Ukrainian serviceman in need of orthopedic prosthetic fittings who arrived in Israel for treatment and rehabilitation. In addition, Israel, through MASHAV, supports capacity building and provides equipment necessary for persons with disabilities throughout the world.  
Distinguished members of the Committee, 
Before turning over the floor to my colleagues, it is important for me to recall a case that the Committee is aware of, which is that of Avera Mengistu and Hisham al-Sayed, two young Israeli civilians with psycho-social disabilities, held in Gaza by the Hamas terrorist organisation, and who have not been provided visitation by the ICRC. The holding of Avera and Hisham constitutes blatant violations of their, and their families, human rights, as well as elementary precepts of human rights and humanitarian law. We hope to bring the two of them, as well as the bodies of the two soldiers held by Hamas, Lieutenant Hadar Goldin and Oren Shaul, back home as soon as possible and reunite them with their families. 
Madam Chair,
Distinguished Committee Members,
We are here today with a firm belief that this constructive dialogue with the Committee provides Israel with a critical tool to further enhance the implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities. 
With your permission, Madam Chair, I will now turn over to my colleague Dr. Gilad Noam.
I thank you.
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