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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like join Mr. Salama in welcoming you to the 86th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. Similarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has remained at 81. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. With respect to the Optional Protocol, the number of States parties remains at 115.

I am pleased to inform you that since our last session, Belize, Botswana, 
Cabo Verde, Chad, Congo, Greece, Monaco, Nepal, New Zealand and Vietnam submitted their periodic reports to the Committee. Since our decision last year to make the simplified reporting procedure the default procedure for the submission of State party reports to the CEDAW Committee, with the possibility for States parties to opt out, 13 States parties have opted out from the simplified reporting procedure indicating that they wish to maintain the traditional reporting procedure.

Please let me now introduce my participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights since the last session of the Committee.

[bookmark: _Hlk136522491]From 29 May to 2 June, I participated in the 35th annual meeting of the Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, which welcomed the OHCHR Working Paper on options for the development of an implementation plan for the conclusions reached at the 34th Chairs’ meeting in 2022 concerning a predictable 8-year schedule of reviews that covers all States parties, with a follow-up review in-between, subject to resources; the continued alignment of the Committees’ working methods; and a digital uplift. The Chairs decided to establish a treaty body coordination mechanism on the simplification and harmonization of working methods and substantive coordination on common and intersectional issues, as a sub-organ to the Chairs’ meetings. To strengthen the role and impact of their annual meetings, the Chairs decided that conclusions reached by the Chairs, previously discussed and agreed within each of the Committees, shall be implemented by all treaty bodies, unless a Committee subsequently dissociates itself from such conclusions. The Chairs also called for several improvements to increase accessibility and the provision of reasonable accommodation in the context of the work of all treaty bodies.

On 21 June, I was a keynote speaker at a conference on gender-based violence – “Training meetings for professionals”, organized by the City Council of Langreo, Asturias, Spain.

On 22 June, I participated remotely in the launch of the second revised edition of the IPU-OHCHR Handbook for Parliamentarians on CEDAW, a hybrid event at IPU Headquarters in Geneva.

Also on 22 June, I remotely addressed a conference on “Advocacy and Lobbying for Economic Rights”, organized by the Lebanese Forum of Women with Disabilities as part of a project for women with disabilities in Lebanon

On 27 June, I participated as keynote speaker in a virtual Conference on Disability organized by the Swedish Presidency of the Council of the European Union.

On 29 June, I represented CEDAW at a virtual meeting with the High Commissioner on National Minorities of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, His Excellency Ambassador Kairat Abdrakhmanov of Kazakhstan.

On 5 July, I spoke at the opening of the Annual National Meeting of the Roma Women Group, organized by the Fundación Secretariado Gitano in Spain.

On 10 July, I held a virtual meeting with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on sexual violence in conflict, Pramila Patten, to discuss a specific country situation. On 26 July, on my invitation, SRSG Patten remotely briefed the CEDAW Bureau on the extent of conflict-related sexual violence in IDP camps in that country. The Bureau has invited her to brief the Committee during this session, in closed meeting.



On 12 July, I was a panellist at a side event on the margins of the informal meeting of the Employment, Social Policy, Health and Customer Affairs Council (EOSCO) in Madrid. The panel was organized by the Spanish Third Sector Platform, the Spanish Ministry of Social Rights and Agenda 2030 and the Social Platform and discussed the theme “The Third Sector as a pillar of European democracy: Towards of European strategy for civil dialogue”.

On 13 September, Ms. Tisheva, Ms. Bethel and I met virtually with the Chief of the Global Diplomatic Campaign for the Every Woman Treaty, Patricia Elias, who presented her proposal of a second Optional Protocol to the CEDAW Convention on gender-based violence against women.

On 19 September, I remotely delivered a speech at the launch event of the policy brief on promoting gender equality and empowering women in eye health, organized by UN Women on the margins of the 78th session of the UN General Assembly.

On 22 September, I participated in a virtual meeting organized by OHCHR with the Chair of the UN Working Group on discrimination against women and girls, Dorothy Estrada-Tanck.

Last week on 2 October, I participated in a panel on “Women’s Rights: Reflecting on 75 years since the Universal Declaration of Human Rights” at Columbia Law School in New York. Ms. Estrada-Tanck was one of the other panellists.

On 3 October, I presented the Committee’s annual report and engaged in an interactive dialogue with the Third Committee of the General Assembly in New York.

	Dear colleagues,

I know that experts of the Committee have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session. I would now be delighted to hear from them in this regard. In the interest of time management, I would like to request those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to 3 minutes.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 86th session, including this meeting, our constructive dialogues with the States parties, and the public closing of the session on Friday 27 October are webcast live on UN Web TV.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers on the webcast during these public meetings.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.

__________________
