ANNEXURE C: MTSF AND CHILDREN

The MTSF 2019-2024 articulates interventions that will drive the seven priorities of Government which are derived from the electoral mandate, the National Development Plan 2012, obligations of the state as dictated by the Constitution and other national and international commitments. The 25-year review further helped inform/sharpen the setting of priorities by answering questions such as what worked well, what did not. The priorities are: 
i. Economic transformation and job creation;
ii. Education, skills and health; 
iii. Consolidating the social wage through reliable and quality basic services; 
iv. Spatial integration, human settlements and local government; 
v. Social cohesion and safe communities; 
vi. A capable, ethical and developmental state; 
vii. A better Africa and world.
The following three following priorities as examples: 
i. Priority 3: Education, skills and health: The objective is ensuring universal access to quality education through: Improving school readiness;  Rolling out the best practices such as lesson plans, graded reading books, individualised coaching of teachers learnt from Early Grade Reading Study for teaching, reading and other innovations; Implementing innovative assessment approaches such as the Early Grade Reading Assessment so that teaching is facilitated; Introduction of Coding and Robotics curriculum; Investing in the development of reading material in indigenous languages for academic purposes, including workbooks; Professional teacher development provided for teaching reading and numeracy; Enrolling children with disabilities in appropriate formal education programmes; Promoting more effective approaches to teacher development, such as professional communities of learning (PLCs) and technology-enhanced in service training. 
ii. On health: Interventions being implemented include increasing immunization coverage for under 1 year to 90% by 2024; reducing severe acute malnutrition case fatality rate for under 5 years to less than 5.0% by 2024; reducing pneumonia case fatality rate for children under 5 years to less than 1.0% by 2024 and reducing under 5 years’ diarrhea case fatality ratio to less than 1% by 2024. 
iii. On social protection: The objective is to create an enabling environment for children’s services through legislation, policy, effective practice, monitoring, evaluation and quality assurance. Interventions include amending the Children’s Act, increasing the number of social service practitioners, ensuring universal access by children to social assistance and social welfare.	
Children rights-centric interventions found throughout the NTSF include: 
	Objective
	Intervention
	Indicator
	Target

	Improved school- readiness of children
(entire priority schooling is for children not included here)

Priority: Education, Skills and Health
	Migrate the responsibility for pre-schooling to the DBE
	Amendment of legislation to regulate the new ECD landscape
	Presidential and provincial Proclamations gazetted by 2022

	
	Develop and operationalise an ECD planning, funding, registration and information   system
	Develop new funding models for ECD delivery
	Approved funding model by 2023

	
	
	Operationalise an ECD Education Management Information   System
	ECD Education Management Information System operational by 2024

	
	Develop and operationalise school readiness assessment system
	School readiness assessment system
	System operational by 2022

	[bookmark: _Hlk97038400]Improved health care

Over above NHI

Priority: Education, Skills and Health
	Protect children against vaccine preventable diseases
	Immunisation coverage under-1 year
	90% by 2024

	
	Improve the integrated management of childhood disease services
	Children under-5 years severe acute malnutrition case fatality rate
	<5.0% by 2024

	
	
	Children under-5 years pneumonia case fatality rate
	<1.0% by 2024

	
	
	Children under-5 years diarrhoea case fatality rate
	<1.0% by 2024

	Improved policy and enabling legislation (welfare/drugs/violence)

Priority: Consolidating the Social Wage
	Create an enabling environment for children’s services through legislation, policy, effective practice, monitoring, evaluation and quality assurance
	Amendments to
the Children’s Act
enacted
	Children’s Act amended, costed and implemented by 2024

	
	
	
	Regulations for the Children’s Amendment Bill drafted and published by 2024

	
	
	
	80% sector workforce capacitated on children Act by 2024

	
	Develop a core package of social welfare interventions including an essential minimum psychosocial support and norms and standards for substance abuse, violence against women and children, families and communities
	Core package of social welfare interventions developed
	A core package
of social welfare
interventions
developed by 2024

	
	
	Number of victims
of Substance abuse
accessing support
programmes
	15% increase in the
number of victims
of Substance abuse
accessing support
programmes
doubled by 2024

	
	
	Percentage increase in number of victims of violence against women accessing psychosocial support.
	 Increase the number of victims of violence against women accessing psychosocial support by 15% by 2024

	
	
	Percentage of districts that have shelters for GBV
	100% districts with shelters for GBV

	ECD (duplicate with DBE)
	Provide quality ECD services to children (0-4)
	Quality Assurance
system in place
	Quality Assurance system approval by 2024

	
	
	Number of children
accessing ECD
services
	2.98 million children
accessing ECD
services by 2024

	
	Migrate the responsibility for pre-schooling to the Department of Basic Education
	Amendment of
legislation to regulate
the new ECD land
scape
	Amendment of
NEPA, SASA and
Children’s Act
completed within 9
months of Cabinet
proclamation on
change 

	
	Develop and operationalise an ECD planning, funding, registration and information system
	Develop new funding models for ECD delivery. Operationalise an ECD Education Management Information System (EMIS)
	Approved costed plan
by 2021, approved funding model by 2023, and ECD EMIS operational by 2024.

	
	Develop and operationalise school readiness assessment system
	School readiness
assessment system
	School Readiness Tool
Assessment system
operational by 2021

	Social grants

Priority: Consolidating Social Wage 
	Address social grants exclusions to CSG by increasing access of the CSG for 0 to 1-year-olds
	% of eligible children
between 0-1 year
receiving CSG
	80 % of eligible
children between 0-1
year receiving the
CSG

	
	Improve coverage and efficiency
	Policy on maternal
support
	Policy on maternal
support approved by 2022

	All children between the ages of 0-8 years screened for developmental delays and/ or disability are receiving individualised support

Priority: Consolidating Social Wage
	Introduce measures to ensure early development screening for all children, and clearly defined eligibility criteria to reduce exclusion errors for social assistance support for children with disabilities
	Number of children aged 0-8 provided screening and/or support services for developmental delays and/or disability
	All children between the ages of 0-8 years are screened for developmental delays and/ or disabilities and/ or are receiving individualised support

	
	Ensure roll-out of basket of social services to families caring for children and adults of disabilities regardless of geographical location
	Number of families caring for children and adults with disabilities who have access to a well-defined basket of social support services by 2024
	A well-defined basket of social support services to families caring for children and adults with disabilities available to at least 350 000 families by 2024

	Children play and recreation

Priority: Social Cohesion and safe communities

	Number of community outdoor gyms and children play parks constructed
	
	50 community outdoor gyms and children play parks constructed by March 2024

	Violence reduction

Priority: Social Cohesion and Safe Communities
	Reduction in violence against children
	Percentage reduction in the number of crimes against children
	Reduce to 39 497 (6.73%)

	
	Programme in place to protect children and adults with disabilities in institutionalised settings
	Percentage reduction in complaints, investigations and loss of life
	40% reduction



The MTSF is both a planning and monitoring tool. It tracks not only the performance of the interventions, but also outcome and output indicators, using direct audited reports from the implementing departments as well as various surveys conducted mainly by Statistics SA.  Examples of tracked indicators reported biannually to the Executive include: 
i. The number of Grade R learners aged 5 and 6 increased from 87.2%and 95.9% in 2014 and to 88% and 96.6% in 2018 respectively.
ii. Near universal enrolment has been achieved, with school attendance by children aged 7 to 15 at about 99%. 
iii. The implementation of the National School Nutrition Programme is now benefiting 9 million learners. 
iv. Education outcomes have improved – National Senior Certificate passes reached 78.2% in 2018. 
v. Performance of learners with special needs has also improved. Learners with special needs who obtained Bachelor passes increased from 443 in 2015 to 1 669 in 2018. The number of special needs learners writing Grade 12 exams has increased from 1 691 to 3 591.
vi. Access to social assistance, in the form of various grants, has been extended to 17.6 million beneficiaries by 2018.
vii. Access to early childhood development (ECD) expanded, with over 1.7 million children accessing registered ECD services.
viii. Access to Grade R is almost universal. Since 2009, more than 90% of learners in Grade 1 have previously attended Grade R.  The General Household Survey indicates that the percentage of children between the ages of 0 and 4 participating in ECD programmes has increased from 8% in 2002 to 42% in 2017. Despite these dramatic improvements in early learning, limitations of quality and access remain. Grade R for poor children has shown to have little effect on learning, indicating a problem in quality. Below Grade R, coverage is uneven; and the poorest and most vulnerable are often excluded.



