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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the ninety-third session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  
I would like to warmly welcome the three new members of the Committee, Ms. Thuwayba Al-Barwani, Ms. Mary Beloff and Ms. Rosaria Correa. Congratulations on your election, and congratulations also to the members who were re-elected for a new 4-year term. I wish all of you a productive and fruitful mandate.  In a world where respect for children’s rights is in sharp decline, your work is more crucial than ever. 
Allow me, Madam Chair, to thank you for your very dynamic and active leadership during the last two years and, in particular, your enthusiasm and energy in raising the visibility of the Committee and of children’s rights in the work of the United Nations and other organizations. Your dedication to the cause of children’s rights is not only an inspiration for human rights defenders but also a reminder not to lower our arms but to continue the struggle. As mentioned by the Committee’s Rapporteur during last session, you leave very large shoes to fill.  
Madam Chair,
As you well know, this year marks the 75 years of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The Office is devoting the month of May to celebrating critical voices and debate, to ensuring the safety of journalists and to protecting the civic space. The space for people, including children and child human rights defenders, to influence their futures, for free and independent information for critical media reporting, for debate, for dissent, for protest– which is key for building lasting peace and achieving sustainable development – is under pressure around the globe. But time and again, we also have seen civil society stepping up to the task and making a difference – shedding light on human rights deficits, connecting with communities, rallying support to address the challenges. 
This activism is demonstrated by the participation of over 16,000 children in the two rounds of consultations for the draft of the general comment on children’s rights and the environment, with a special focus on climate change. As a 13-year-old girl from Albania expressed during these consultations, “Children and young people should stand up for their rights. Not stay silent and suffer with their problem in silence. And not only for children and young people, but also for adults. The world is changing and we need to save it before it's too late.” I believe I can speak on behalf of everyone in this room in expressing my deep gratitude for the children who shared their views and participated in these consultations, as well as to the organizations who supported their participation. I sincerely hope that these children will continue to stay engaged in human rights and stand up for their and their peers’ rights. 
In this regard, OHCHR is placing a special emphasis in the context of the Human Rights 75 Initiative on engaging children and young people, to ensure that they are directly involved and share their vision of human rights both today and for the future. In line with the Secretary-General’s Call to Action for Human Rights and Our Common Agenda, it is crucial that the voices of children and youth inform the Vision Statement for Human Rights and the Summit of the Future in 2024. As you highlighted, Madame Chair, during the virtual consultation with stakeholders on the Summit of the Future in February 2023, “children should be both subjects of the Summit and the resulting Pact for the Future, and active participants before, during and after the Summit”.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,

With regard to the treaty body strengthening process, the Office continues its work to support this important process. The upcoming annual Chairs’ meeting, taking place in New York from 29 May to 2 June 2023, will focus on discussing the implementation plan of the June 2022 Chairs’ decisions. We trust that the Chairs’ conclusions, once backed by States, will facilitate your work, as well as of the other treaty bodies, including by introducing a predictable review calendar. This should significantly contribute to the ability of States and numerous stakeholders to plan in advance and to work more effectively. 
Nevertheless, such an implementation plan would be feasible if the required human and financial resources are secured. We are painfully aware of the chronic under-funding of the treaty body system and that this has contributed to significant backlogs in the handling of State party reports and individual communications. Advancing the full implementation of treaty-based human rights obligations requires sustainable funding from Member States. The High Commissioner is committed to doing his utmost to support greater funding for the human rights mechanisms during his tenure. We hope to be able to provide updates on this matter in the course of 2023, as and when information becomes available. 
 Madam Chair,
In concluding my statement, on developments regarding the rights of the child at the intergovernmental level, the annual full-day meeting of the Human Rights Council on the rights of the child and the digital environment took place on the 10th of March. Children from different regions discussed the challenges and opportunities for the full exercise of their rights in the digital environment directly with the High Commissioner, and the Committee’s extensive work on this matter was strongly represented, with thanks to Dr Jaffé for playing a central role in the event. The topic of the next annual full-day meeting of the Human Rights Council will be the rights of the child and inclusive social protection.

The system-wide Guidance Note on Child Rights Mainstreaming has been drafted and is currently being finalized and agreed on by UN agencies. The Guidance will serve as the framework for strengthening the integration of the rights of the child across UN entities. It has been widely consulted, including with children themselves, and we are grateful to this Committee for its crucial input throughout the process. In parallel, work is underway to prepare the High Commissioner’s related report to the Human Rights Council on strengthening child rights mainstreaming by the end of this year. 
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members, 
 	As always, your session will be very busy. It is noteworthy that in the context of harmonizing working methods of treaty bodies, your Committee and the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women will be working together on the back-to-back review of Sao Tomé and Principe in order to have more focused dialogues and recommendations on common issues concerning the two Committees. You are also aiming at adopting the draft general comment on children’s rights and the environment, with a special focus on climate change. Children participating in consultations emphasized that the General Comment should compel State and non-State parties to urgently resolve climate injustice, protect children from environmental harm and ensure that all children are able to enjoy a safe future, regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, religion, disability status, and where they live. Your expertise and dedication will be crucial in ensuring that the general comment conveys the urgency and importance of ensuring every child’s right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment.

Concerning individual communications under the Optional Protocol on a Communications Procedure, the Committee so far has adopted decisions concerning 122 cases. The Committee has registered a total of 222 cases to date, of which 14 are new cases against Chile, Ecuador, France, Finland, Spain, Switzerland and Türkiye that were registered since the previous session.  This leaves 100 cases that are pending review/examination. During the current session, the Committee will examine cases against Chile, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ireland, Luxembourg, Peru, Spain and Switzerland. Decisions will be published at the end of the session.
I wish you all the very best for a successful and productive session and I look forward to working with the new Chair and Bureau of the Committee who will commence their term today for the next two years. 
Thank you for your attention.  


1


image1.png
UNITED NATIONS
Y/ HUMAN RIGHTS

OFFICE OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER




