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2 December 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the eighth periodic report of Ukraine, at the Committee’s sixty-sixth session, held in February 2017. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/UKR/CO/8) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 56 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Ukraine to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 13 (a) and (f) and 29 (a) and (c) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received with a four-month delay in July 2019 (CEDAW/C/UKR/CO/8/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-fourth session, held in November 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 13 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “place high priority on the meaningful and inclusive participation of women at all stages of the peace process and in all reconstruction initiatives, as well as in transitional justice processes, in particular decision-making, at the national and local levels, and develop capacity-building programmes for women seeking to participate in such processes”: 

 The Committee takes note of an increase of women participating in the peace process at the regional level. However, it is concerned about the persistent negative impact of the conflict on women’s rights in the territories under de facto control and about the information before the Committee that women do not participate in community development and recovery process in post-conflict zones due to their low representation in decision-making positions. The Committee also regrets the inadequate information provided by the State party on the measures taken to ensure the meaningful participation of women at all stages of the peace process, reconstruction initiatives and transitional justice processes, and that female participants to the military observer course only account for six per cent. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but that it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
His Excellency

Mr. Yurii Klymenko
Permanent Representative of Ukraine
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Rue de l'Orangerie 14

1202 Geneva
Email: pm_un2@mfa.gov.ua
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “strengthen cooperation with international organizations and the donor community”:
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that it provided training for the military and government officials regarding conflict and gender in cooperation with international organizations. It also notes that the Office of Deputy Prime Minister for the European and Euro-Atlantic Integration of Ukraine established a high-level Gender Policy Coordination Group with development partners for the coordination. While the information provided by the State party about the measures mostly focuses on training, the Committee considers that the State party took substantial steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been substantially implemented.  
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but that it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 13 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Provide information on the specific measures taken to ensure the meaningful and inclusive participation of women at all stages of the peace process and in all reconstruction initiatives, as well as in transitional justice processes, at the national and local levels, and to develop capacity-building programmes for women seeking to participate in such processes;
2.
Continue strengthening cooperation with international organizations and the donor community and monitoring gender equality projects, ensuring that the Women, Peace and Security is prioritized.
With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 29 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “party criminalize domestic violence and accelerate the ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence”: 
The Committee welcomes the adoption of the Act amending the Criminal Code and the Code of Criminal Procedure to implement the provisions of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) in December 2017, which criminalizes domestic violence. While this is an important step, the Committee regrets that the State party has not ratified the Istanbul Convention. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but that it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “provide mandatory capacity-building programmes for judges, prosecutors, police officers and other law enforcement officials on the strict application of legislation criminalizing violence against women and on gender sensitive procedures to deal with women who are victims of violence, in particular women with disabilities”:
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that it adopted, inter alia,   the Standard for professional (vocational) education for police officers by the Order No.669 of the Ministry of Education and Science in June 2018, which includes training on the strict application of legislation criminalizing violence against women. It also notes that the National School of Judges of Ukraine incorporated training on criminal proceedings of domestic violence into its curriculum for judges. However, the Committee regrets the absence of information on such capacity-building programmes regarding how to deal with women with disabilities who are victims of violence. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.  
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but that it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 29 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Accelerate the ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence;
2.
Continue its efforts to provide for judges, prosecutors, police officers and other law enforcement officials on the strict application of legislation criminalizing violence against women and on gender sensitive procedures; Ensure these programmes are mandatory and include procedures to deal with women with disabilities who are victims of violence.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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