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[bookmark: _Toc106016392]Consultation with children through the Children’s Rights Awareness Survey 
[bookmark: _Toc106016394]The aim of this research
All children have rights, and countries that have ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) are subject to 5 yearly reviews by the UN on their progress in implementing children’s rights. The Department for Education’s (DfE) Children’s Rights Awareness Survey (CRAS) aimed to help the DfE understand; 
· how aware children and young people are of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC); 
· what children’s rights mean to them; 
· which children’s rights are important to them; and; 
· understand what is working well and what could be improved. 
· The results of the survey will inform policy makers and contribute to the UK’s 2022 report to the UN Committee. 
[bookmark: _Toc106016395]The surveys
The survey was distributed through three different sources: a department-led survey; a poll of young people from Redfield and Wilton Strategies Youth Polling; and the Parent, Pupil and Learner Panel (DfE). Not all survey questions were submitted to these data sources, so some results are not supported by the additional information they provide. 
	
	Children’s Rights Awareness Survey (CRAS)
	Parent, Pupil and Learner Panel (PPLP)
	Redfield and Wilton Strategies Youth Polling

	Survey type
	One-off online survey
	Push-to-web online panel survey
	Online survey

	Sample type
	Non-representative opportunity sample distributed by civil society groups and third sector organisations, such as Children’s Rights Alliance England and Unicef UK
	Fully representative sample of pupils in schools in England[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  For more information on the methodology of the Parent, Pupil and Learner Panel see the Technical Report here. ] 

	Representative polling of young people in England

	Weighting (a statistical technique used to ensure survey samples match the population of interest)
	Not weighted
	Weighted to be representative of pupils in schools in England. Data weighted by sex, school year, stratum, Special Educational Need (SEN) status, Free School Meal (FSM) status, Child in Need status, (major) ethnic group, region, home address IDACI band (a measure of income deprivation, out of 4), and academic attainment
	Weighted to the profile of 16-to-25-year-olds in England. Data weighted by age, gender, and region.

	Number of responses from children and young people
	248
	1810 pupils in secondary schools, and 2158 learners in 16-18 school settings and 16-18 colleges in England
	1000

	Dates of fieldwork
	November and December 2021
	Early February 2022
	Mid-January 2022

	Age groups covered
	8-18
	School years 7-11, and 16-18 learners in school and college settings
	16-25

	Region covered
	Majority in England (however, some participants lived in Northern Ireland, Wales, Guernsey, Jersey, and the Isle of Man)
	England only 
	England only



[bookmark: _Toc106016396]Findings from the Children’s Rights Awareness Survey
Had you heard of children's rights / the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child before doing this survey?
Article 42 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (knowledge of rights) outlines that governments must ensure that children know about the Convention. 
Of those who answered if they had heard of children’s rights / the UNCRC, 30% of children and young people reported that they had and knew what it meant, 26% reported that they had but wasn’t sure what it meant, and 44% reported that they had not heard of it.
Where did you learn about children's rights / the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child?
Those who reported that they had heard of children’s rights / the UNCRC were then asked where they had learned about it. Sixteen percent of survey respondents reported that they had learned about it on the internet, followed by learning about it from lessons in school (14%), from parents (11%), or from their community (7%). Only 2% had learned it from friends.
Are you aware that all children have rights, that are different to the rights given to adults?
When answering if they were aware that all children have rights that are different to the rights given to adults, 73% of children and young people reported that they were aware. 27% of children and young people were not.


Can you name any children's rights?
Children and young people were asked if they could name any children’s rights, to determine awareness of particular topics[footnoteRef:3]. In order of frequency of reporting the main rights that children and young people were aware of are -   [3:  There was no prompting of any children’s rights.] 

· The right to education (article 28, mentioned in 48 responses) 
"Right to free and compulsory education" - 16-year-old 

· The right to safety (various articles, mentioned in 16 responses)
· The right to health and health services (article 24, mentioned in 11 responses)
"My right is for people to give me a toothbrush so I can brush my teeth - so I can look after myself and be healthy." - 8-year-old 

· The right to respect the views of the child (article 12, mentioned in 10 responses)
"To have a voice and be listened to" - 14-year-old 

· The right to an adequate standard of living (article 27), including food (mentioned in 8 responses) and water (mentioned in 6 responses) 
A small number of children[footnoteRef:4] and young people also reported being aware of the right to leisure, play and culture (article 31), freedom of expression (article 13), the right to freedom from abuse (various articles), the right to privacy (article 16), freedom from discrimination (article 2), the right to life, survival, and development (article 6), freedom of thought, belief and religion (article 14) and protection and preservation of identity (article 8).  [4:  >10 responses.] 
"Article 31- The right to play and rest." - 13-year-old 
"children in school should not be hit, children will get in trouble but can't go to prison," – 9-year-old 
"(…) the right to believe in any religion or no religion at all." - 13-year-old 



"to breathe." – 8-year-old 
"playing sport." – 11-year-old 

All children have rights, that are different to the rights given to adults. Are there any topics you feel you need to know more about to help your understanding of your rights?
Children and young people were then presented with a list of rights and asked which rights they felt they wanted to know more about. The rights most commonly listed was the right to your privacy being respected (25%) and the right to feel safe (25%). This was followed by the right to give your own opinion (24%), the right to live in a healthy climate (23%), and the right to live and develop (21%).
A smaller proportion of children and young people in the CRAS survey also reported wanting to know more about the right to play (20%), the right to receive help when you are sick (19%), the right to attend school (15%), and the right to believe in any religion or God you want (14%). 

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? I know what my rights are; I know enough about rights to know when they have been taken away; I know what I can do, or who I can contact, if my rights have been taken away
Of those responding to the above question, the majority of the children and young people in the survey agreed or strongly agreed that they know what their rights are (62%), and that they know enough about their rights to know when they have been taken away (70%). However, less than half of the respondents agreed or strongly agreed that they would know what they could do, or who they could contact, if their rights were taken away (40%).
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? My community respects a child's right to receive help when they are sick; My community respects a child's right to attend school; My community respects a child's right to feel safe; My community respects a child's right to give their own opinion; My community respects a child's right to live without discrimination; My community respects a child's right to live in a healthy climate
Of those children and young people in the sample who responded to the above question, they were most likely to agree or strongly agree with the statement ‘my community respects a child’s right to go to school’ (87%). The majority of children and young people also agreed that their communities respected a child’s right to ‘receive help when they are sick’ (79%), to ‘feel safe’ (67%), to ‘live in a healthy climate’ (59%), and to ‘live without discrimination’ (54%). However, less than half of the children and young people in the sample agreed or strongly agreed that their community respects a child’s right to ‘give their own opinion’ (42%).
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? My parents encourage me to treat everyone equally; My friends encourage me to treat everyone equally; My school encourages me to treat everyone equally (11-16); My educational setting or workplace encourages me to treat everyone equally (16-18); My community encourages me to treat everyone equally
The majority of children and young people responding agreed or strongly agreed that their parents (93%), their friends (73%), their school (for those aged 11-16, 77%), their educational setting or workplace (16-18, 73%) and their community (66%) encourages them to treat everyone equally. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? At school, there is an adult who listens to me when I have something to say.
Finally, children and young people were asked if there was an adult at school who listens to them when they have something to say. Sixty-two percent of those who responded agreed or strongly agreed that they did, whereas 17% disagreed or strongly disagreed. 


[bookmark: _Toc106016397]Findings from the Parent, Pupil and Learner Panel (PPLP)
Had you heard of children's rights / the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child before doing this survey?
Secondary age pupils were also asked this question in the PPLP. In this representative sample of pupils in England, 6% responded that they had heard of the UNCRC, and knew a lot about it, 14% that they had heard of it and knew a little about it, and 14% had heard of it but had only heard the name. Sixty-six percent had never heard of it.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The difference in results between the PPLP and the CRAS survey likely reflect both the higher quality of the data in the PPLP survey, and the potential for respondent bias in the CRAS survey, completed through convenience sampling.] 

· Secondary pupils in older year groups were more likely than those in earlier years to have heard of the UNCRC before doing the survey. 39% of those in year 11 had heard of the UNCRC (including knowing a lot about it, a little about it or only having heard the name), compared to 32% of those in lower secondary (including years 7 to 9). 
· Secondary pupils of Black, Asian, and Minority Ethnic (BAME) backgrounds were also more likely to have heard of the UNCRC before doing the survey than their white peers. 40% of BAME pupils had heard of the UNCRC, compared to 32% of White pupils. 
· Secondary pupils considered to be children in need (CiN) were more likely to have heard of the UNCRC and know a lot about it (9%) than their non-CiN peers (6%). 
· Secondary pupils in different regions of England also reported different levels of awareness of the UNCRC. Awareness of the UNCRC was highest for pupils in the West Midlands (46%) and London (41%), compared to those in the Northwest (34%), the South East (33%), the East Midlands (32%), the South West (30%), the East of England (29%) Yorkshire and the Humber (26%) and the North East (23%). 
· There were no significant differences in awareness based on gender, SEND status or FSM status. 
Age 16-18 learners in FE settings were also asked this question in the PPLP. Similarly, to the secondary age pupils, 6% responded that they had heard of the UNCRC, and knew a lot about it, 16% that they had heard of it and knew a little about it, and 18% had heard of it but had only heard the name. Fifty-nine percent had never heard of it.

Where did you learn about children's rights / the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child?
Secondary age pupils were also asked this question in the PPLP. Of those who had heard of the UNCRC before the survey, 48% reported having learned about it in lessons at school, 34% on the internet, 12% from parents, 9% from their wider community, and 5% from friends. 12% didn’t know where they had learned about the UNCRC. 
· Secondary pupils in younger year groups were more likely to report having learned about the UNCRC in lessons at school than those in older year groups. 54% of those in lower secondary (year 7 to year 9) who were aware of the UNCRC had learned about it in school, versus 40% of those in higher secondary (year 10 and 11). 
· Secondary pupils in older year groups were more likely to report having learned about the UNCRC on the internet than those in younger year groups. 46% of those in higher secondary (year 10 and 11) who were aware of the UNCRC had learned about it in school, versus 25% of those in lower secondary (year 7 to year 9). 
· Secondary pupils considered to have SEND were more likely than their non-SEND peers to have learned about the UNCRC through their parents (23% compared to 10%). 
Age 16-18 learners in FE settings were also asked this question in the PPLP. Similarly to the secondary age pupils, 44% reported having learned about it in lessons at school, 40% on the internet, 8% from parents, 11% from their wider community, and 5% from friends. 9% didn’t know where they had learned about the UNCRC. 


[bookmark: _Toc106016398]Findings from Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling 
Have you heard of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child? Yes / No 
Findings from the CRAS survey were broadly supported by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022), who found that 55% of young people in England have not heard of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, compared to 45% who have heard of it. 
Which of the following comes closest to your situation? I have heard of the term ‘children’s rights,’ and I know what it means, I have heard of the term ‘children’s rights,’ but I do not know what it means, I have not heard of the term ‘children’s rights,’ and do not know what it means
On the topic of ‘children’s rights,’ 46% of respondents say they have heard of the term and know what it means, 40% report having heard of the term but not knowing what it means, and 14% say they have not heard of the term
Where have you previously heard the term ‘children’s rights’? From my teachers, From my family, From my friends, From the internet, From television, From somewhere else
Findings from the CRAS survey were broadly reflected by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022), who found among those who have heard of the term ‘children’s rights,’ 27% say they have heard the term from the internet, and 26% have heard it from their teachers. A further 20% say they have heard of ‘children’s rights’ from their family
Children’s Rights are a subset of human rights that pay particular attention to the rights of special protection and care afforded to minors. The United Nations' 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child, or CRC, is the first legally binding international instrument to incorporate the full range of human rights—civil, cultural, economic, political and social rights. The CRC is based on four core principles: the principle of non-discrimination; the best interests of the child; the right to life, survival and development; and considering the views of the child in decisions that affect them, according to their age and maturity. Prior to taking this survey, did you know that you have been entitled to such rights until your eighteenth birthday? Yes / No
Findings from the CRAS survey were broadly reflected by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022), who found When informed of the rights outlined in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 65% say they already knew that they have been entitled to such rights until their 18th birthday, and 35% say they did not know prior to taking the survey.
There was indicative evidence of differences in awareness of the different legal rights children have based on the characteristics of the children and young people in the sample. Of the children and young people polled by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022) 
· Females were more likely to report being aware that children have different legal rights than adults than males were.
Children and young people in the north-west of England were least likely to be aware that children have different legal rights than adults.
Which of the following rights would you be interested in learning more about? The right to live and develop, The right to receive help when you are sick, The right to attend school, The right to feel safe, The right to be treated equally, The right to live without discrimination, The right to give your own opinion, The right to play, The right to believe in any religion and God you want, The right to your privacy being respected, The right to live in a healthy climate
40% of respondents indicated that they would be interested in learning more about the right to feel safe. Other rights that respondents would be interested in learning more about include the right to be treated equally (34%), the right to live and develop (29%), the right to live without discrimination (28%), and the right to give your own opinion (28%). 
There was indicative evidence of some differences in the rights children and young people were interested in learning more about based on their characteristics. Of the children and young people polled by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022) - 
Higher proportions of children and young people in London, the west Midlands and the north-east reported wanting to know more about the right to feel safe than those in the rest of England.
To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with the following statement: I know enough about children’s rights to know when they have been taken away
To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with the following statement: I know what I can do, or who I can contact, if I feel my rights have been taken away
The findings of the CRAS survey were somewhat contradicted by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022), who found almost two-thirds (64%) of 16-to-25-year-olds in England agree that they know enough about children’s rights to know when they have been taken away, a statement with which 14% of respondents disagree. 
Among respondents aged 16, 17, or 18, a quarter (24%) disagrees that they know what they can do, or who they can contact, if they feel their rights have been taken away, while 57% agree that they know what they can do.
Of the children and young people polled by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022), males were more likely than females to strongly agree with the statement ‘I know what I can do, or who I can contact, if I feel my rights have been taken away’. 
To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? My community respects a child's right to receive help when they are sick; My community respects a child's right to attend school; My community respects a child's right to feel safe; My community respects a child's right to give their own opinion; My community respects a child's right to live without discrimination; My community respects a child's right to live in a healthy climate
The findings of the CRAS survey were supported by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022), who found that the majority of 16-to-25-year-olds in England agree that their community respects a child’s right to: attend school (76%), receive help when they are sick (73%), feel safe (70%), live without discrimination (66%), live in a healthy climate (66%), and give their own opinion (63%). 6% to 15% disagree that these various rights are respected, with disagreement being highest with respect to the right to give their own opinion (15%). 
Of the children and young people polled by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022), those in the East of England were the most likely to strongly agree that their community respects a child’s right to receive help when they are sick, to attend school, to feel safe, and to live in a healthy climate. It also found that children and young people in the Southwest were most likely to strongly disagree that their parents, guardians and adults in their life gave them privacy when they ask for it. 

To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with the following statements: My community encourages me to treat everyone equally.
Of the children and young people polled by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022), 69% agree and 10% disagree that their community encourages them to treat everyone equally. 

To what extent, if at all, do you agree or disagree with the following statements: My parents, guardians, and adults in my life generally give me privacy when I ask for it.
A majority (71%) of 16-to-25-year-olds in England polled by Redfield and Wilton Youth Polling (2022) agree that their parents, guardians, and adults in their life generally give them privacy when they ask for it, compared to 11% who disagree. 


[bookmark: _Toc106016399]The Second Longitudinal Study of Young People in England (LSYPE2)
[bookmark: _Toc106016401]The aim of this research 
The Second Longitudinal Study of Young People in England used interviews and surveys to track individual young people through their adolescence into employment. By talking to young people and their parents several times over many years this study gives a deep, well-rounded understanding of what it is like to grow up in England[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  Statistical analysis can be used to isolate participants background and characteristics, such as their ethnicity or living situation, so the impact of these factors on their everyday experiences and overall quality of life can be measured, for example, whether students from a certain area of the country are more likely to feel safe at school. For further information, the LSYPE2 wave five technical report is available upon request from the DfE Longitudinal Studies team at team.longitudinal@education.gov.uk.] 

The Department for Education, on behalf of government, responds to the UN Committee’s List of Issues every 5 years in a report on children’s rights that is available to the public. The List of Issues covers a wide range of policy areas including bullying, climate change, education, poverty, safety and violence against children. The Department has engaged with children through focus groups, surveys and roundtables to gather additional information on the issues highlighted by the UN, and used the Longitudinal Study to gather feedback on young people’s experience of bullying, safety and school exclusion for the report to the UN. 
[bookmark: _Toc106016402]The survey 
LSYPE2 started in 2013 with 13,100 participants all aged 13-14 years dropping to 11,166 responses by wave two when participants were aged 14-15 and continuing to steadily decrease to 7927 responses by wave five when the participants were aged 17-18.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  The data analysed for this report are weighted to compensate for the impact of sample attrition between waves and ensure different demographic groups are weighted accordingly. All young people who did not answer a question or responded ‘I don’t know’ were excluded from analysis. Despite weighting, analysis of the data has taken figures at face value and while statistical significance indicates causal pathways, level of causation cannot be determined. Technical report available upon request.] 

Due to the sensitive nature of the topics being investigated, using existing data from LSYPE2 means a new set of participants do not have to be involved with answering difficult questions about negative feelings and experiences. Instead, LSYPE2 is in line with the DfE’s and the Market Research Society’s ethics processes and has an ongoing relationship with participants ensuring steps were taken to protect participants from answering questions they were not comfortable with and were directed to the correct support systems or followed up with if needed.
[bookmark: _Toc106016403]Young people’s experiences of bullying 
At ages 16-17, the LSYPE2 participants were asked whether they had been punched, kicked, assaulted or experienced other physical bullying during the previous year: 6% reported that they had. At age 17-18 participants were asked if they had anything stolen from them in the previous year, 6% reported that they had. 
· 16-17 year old participants that reported being eligible for FSM were more likely to report being punched, kicked, or assaulted and having things stolen from them. Male participants and those with some form of SEND provision were also more likely to report that they had been punched, kicked, assaulted, or experienced other physical bullying. 
· 7% of 16-17 year olds eligible for FSM versus 5% of non-FSM participants reported being punched, kicked, or assaulted 
· 7% of males versus 4% of females reported being punched, kicked, or assaulted 
· 6% of 16-17 year olds with some form of SEND provision versus 4% of participants without SEND provision reported being punched, kicked, or assaulted
· 16% of 16-17 year olds who had been in care at any point in their life had experienced being punched, kicked, assaulted or experienced other physical bullying in the previous year in comparison to 6% of participants who had never been in care. 
[bookmark: _Toc106016404]Young people’s safety 
At ages 14-16 the young people were asked to what extent they agree with the statements ‘I feel safe in school’, and ‘I feel safe in the area I live’. At ages 14-15, 2% of young people either disagreed or strongly disagreed with the statement ‘I feel safe in school’, and 6% of young people disagreed or strongly disagreed with the statement ‘I feel safe in the area I live’.
· Those living outside of London (82%) were more likely to respond ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ to the statement ‘I feel safe in the area I live’, in comparison to those living in London (76%).
· White participants (82%) were more likely to respond ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ to the statement ‘I feel safe in the area I live’, in comparison to BAME (Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic) participants (76%).
· Participants with no form of SEND provision (92%) were more likely to respond ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’ to the statement ‘I feel safe in school’ than students with some form of SEND provision (87%). 
At ages 16-17 the young people were asked if they had carried a knife or other weapon since the last interview, 2% of young people reported that they had.
· Male participants (2%) and participants with some form of SEND provision (3%) were more likely to report having carried a knife or other weapon than females (less than 1%) and those without SEND provision (1%).
· 7% of young people who had been in care reported that they had carried a knife or other weapon since the last interview in comparison to 2% of participants who had never been in care.
[bookmark: _Toc106016405]School Exclusion
At ages 15-16 participants were asked whether they had been excluded since the start of the school year. 3% of students reported that they had been excluded between the start of year eleven and the period of fieldwork. 
· Male participants, those eligible for free school meals and those with some form of SEND provision were more likely to report that they had been excluded since the start of the school year. 
· 4% of males versus 2% of females reported that they had been excluded since the start of the school year.
· 6% of participants eligible for FSM versus 2% of non-FSM participants reported that they had been suspended since the start of the school year.
· 9% of participants with some form of SEND provision versus 2% of participants without SEND provision reported that they had been excluded since the start of the school year.
· Young people whose main parent had no qualifications (7%) or had GCSEs or equivalent as their highest qualification (6%) were more likely to have been excluded in the last year than young people whose main parent’s highest qualification was a degree or equivalent (2%).
· Furthermore, 10% of participants who had been in care had been excluded since the start of the academic year in comparison to 3% of those who had not been in care. 4% of those who had been in care had been expelled or permanently excluded, in comparison to less than 1% of those who had not. 
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