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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, it is an honour for me to open the seventy-ninth session, which is again taking place online. I am pleased to be here at the opening, which is webcast as are all the public meetings of this session.  I pass on the regrets of Mr. Ibrahim Salama, who was unable to attend this morning and who has requested me to replace him.
Let me begin by expressing, on behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, my deep respect and appreciation for the extraordinary work you have carried out throughout 2020 and 2021 and the resilience, flexibility and efficiency you have shown in delivering your mandate to the extent possible, always keeping rights-holders on top of your priorities. I would like to thank you for your commitment in producing high-quality work from a distance, including insightful guidance and recommendations on how to address the human rights implications of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Remote work has been challenging on several fronts, as you have had to cope with time difference constraints, internet connectivity issues, technical challenges of interpretation platforms, and the lack of full accessibility and reasonable accommodation provided for persons with disabilities. I acknowledge the effort and time you spend on-line to deliver on your important mandate, without an honorarium. 
The Office is acutely aware of the need to recommence in-person sessions, as soon as the sanitary situation and travel restrictions in Switzerland allow.   In this regard, I am pleased to inform you that the full 2021 budget allotment has been received, which means that there are no financial impediments to your meeting.  The Office is closely following the sanitary and travel situation to understand when in-person sessions could again be possible and we undertake to keep you informed.

In-person sessions are important, not only to allow you to perform your duties comprehensively and in appropriate conditions but also to ensure that you can treat the growing backlog of the States party reports amassed over the pandemic.  As of the end of May 2021, the total backlog of State party reports of all treaty bodies was at 315, which means that it has almost doubled in the last year and a half.  Of similar concern is the ever-growing backlog of individual communications that are ready for an admissibility and/or merits decision by the relevant Committees.
Madam Chair,
	The 33rd annual meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, in which you participated took place from 7 to 11 June.  It was a timely opportunity for the Chairs to discuss strategies, building on the Chairs’ vision and statements and the report of the co-facilitators on the 2020 treaty body review process.  Issues under discussion included: (1) the development of a predictable review cycle calendar that maximizes synergies and complementarities across treaty bodies and ensures full reporting compliance, including the possibility of replacing every second review with a focused review; (2) the ongoing harmonization of working methods; and (3) the digital transition, including using new technological developments to increase efficiency, transparency and accessibility of the system.
No doubt Madame Chair you will be updating the Committee further on this issue. 

Chair, dear members,

	I will now provide some updates on some recent developments.  

First of all, the 47th session of the Human Rights Council starts today. The two panels of the annual full-day discussion on the human rights of women will be held on-line on 5 and 6 July. The first panel will focus on “Violence against women and girls with disabilities” and I am pleased to say that your Vice-Chair, Ms Peláez Narváez, will participate via video. The second Panel is on “Gender-equal socioeconomic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic”.   The panel will analyse how human rights-based COVID-19 recovery efforts can ensure women’s and girls’ participation in designing and implementing gender-responsive recovery plans and how macroeconomic policies can advance gender equality and rectify the under-valuation of care work.

In addition, this Wednesday, the High Commissioner will open the high-level panel discussion on the multi-sectoral prevention of and response to female genital mutilation.  Over the session, the Council will consider draft resolutions of particular relevance to your Committee on:

· Menstrual hygiene management, human rights and gender equality;
· Realizing the equal enjoyment of the right to education of every girl;
· Preventable maternal mortality and morbidity and human rights;
· Accelerating efforts to eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls, focusing on preventing and responding to all forms of violence against women and girls with disabilities;
· Elimination of female genital mutilation.

In two other developments, I am pleased to note that last week, CEDAW expert Hilary Gbedemah participated in a regional workshop on progress, gaps and challenges in eliminating child, early and forced marriage. The regional workshop analysed what accountability in this field means from a human rights perspective, focusing on legislative and policy frameworks (legal accountability) and independent monitoring of progress and results to hold those in power accountable for wrongdoings or inaction (accountability on results).

Finally, from 30 June to 2 July, the Beijing+25 Generation Equality Forum will take place in Paris.  OHCHR is one of the co-Leaders (alongside States, feminist civil society organizations, philanthropists, and the private sector), of the Generation Equality Action Coalition on Feminist Movements and Leadership. The Action Coalition has developed a blueprint that calls for action on more funding, civic space, participation and young feminist movements.  At the Forum on 2 July, the High Commissioner will participate in a high-level event and present OHCHR's individual and collective commitments for the coming 5 years to accelerate action on Feminist Movements and Leadership. 

All stakeholders, including human rights mechanisms, are encouraged to make and submit commitments on a dedicated platform by 18 June and/or during the Forum.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

You have two busy weeks ahead of you.  In closing, allow me to reiterate my appreciation, and that of the Office, for your flexibility and commitment to ensure, during the pandemic, the continuity of your important mandate and avoid a protection gap for women and girls worldwide.

I wish you a successful session.
Thank you.
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