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Dear Colleagues, 

As we are coming to the end of the seventy-third session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, it is customary for the Chair to sum up the work completed during this session.
Let me start from the beginning of this session and assess our results. We considered the reports of seven States parties and adopted concluding observations on these States.

We held informal meetings with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and national human rights institutions (NHRIs), and also attended several lunchtime briefings organized by NGOs. The Committee was pleased by the high level of engagement of NHRIs and local NGOs. Many of the latter were supported by the global to local programme of IWRAW-Asia Pacific and once again made significant contributions to the work of the Committee.
The Committee is also grateful to those UN entities and other inter-governmental bodies which provided us with detailed information, including the Inter-Agency Group on CEDAW Reporting (UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, FAO and UN Women), UNHCR, and IPU. I am pleased to note that UN Country Teams contributed their reports through the Inter-Agency Group and that five UNCTs briefed the Committee via video link.
We had a fruitful panel discussion on “The CEDAW Convention: 40 years of promoting and empowering women” to commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the Convention. I thank Nicole Ameline for having represented the Committee and Orest Nowosad for having moderated the panel. I also wish to thank the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), OHCHR and the Inter-Parliamentary Union for having organized this event.
I am pleased that we adopted the texts of two draft joint statements, one on human rights and climate change and one on the occasion of the International Day of the Girl on 11 October 2019, to be endorsed by and issued jointly with other treaty bodies. Equally, I am pleased that we adopted decisions to harmonize our working methods with those of other treaty bodies by repealing the requirement of a common core document for States parties wishing to report under the simplified reporting procedure and to enhance the accessibility of the documents that we are working on for persons with disabilities. In this regard, I thank the Working Group on working methods and especially the Chair of the Working Group, Ms. Song, for their excellent work.
I also wish to thank Lia Nadaraia for her important work as Rapporteur on follow-up, which enabled us to adopt eight follow-up assessments at this session. I further wish to commend Nicole Ameline, Bandana Rana and the Working Group on SDGs for spearheading the preparation a written contribution for the Beijing+ 25 review next year.
We also made good progress in our work under the Optional Protocol on individual communications. Thanks to the excellent drafts prepared by our Working Group on Communications under the able guidance of its Chair, Gladys Acosta Vargas, we were able to adopt seven final decisions. We further made progress in relation to the confidential inquiry procedure by considering and approving various recommendations. I thank the Working Group and its Chair, Marion Bethel, for the high quality work.
During the session, we again had interesting exchanges with Dubravka Simonovic, Special Rapporteur on violence against women, who briefed us on her thematic report to the Human Rights Council on the 25 years of her mandate, and Antonella Lavelanet from the WHO Maternal and Perinatal Health and Preventing Unsafe Abortion Team, who briefed us on the WHO database and repository on abortion policies. These meetings are important in ensuring that we continue the cross-fertilization of ideas within the UN system.
Dear Colleagues, 

During this session, it has come to our attention that criminal proceedings have been initiated in India against our former colleague Indira Jaising, who was a CEDAW member from 2009 to 2012. Our Committee expresses concern that these proceedings and the searches of the New Delhi and Mumbai offices of Ms. Jaising’s and her husband Anand Grover’s NGO Lawyers Collective earlier this month in relation to alleged violations of the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act may constitute disproportionate restrictions on her important work as a woman human rights defender. We will continue to follow Ms. Jaising’s case and call on the Indian authorities to ensure that any restrictions on her human rights work comply with international human rights standards, including article 7 of the CEDAW Convention.
Dear colleagues,

This case reminds us all of the importance of protecting human rights defenders. We have appointed a Rapporteur and an alternate rapporteur on reprisals, in line with the San José Guidelines against intimidation or reprisals, and I wish thank Nahla Haidar and Gladys Acosta Vargas for their relentless efforts to safeguard the rights of individuals and groups who are at risk of or facing intimidation or reprisals for their contribution to the work of our Committee. However, in addition to our Rapporteurs, we are all called on to do our utmost to protect those who are taking great risks because of their legitimate human rights work, in particular women human right defenders.
The case also reminds us of the potential risks or pressures that we may ourselves at times be exposed to as CEDAW members. Even in the face of such potential risks or pressures, we must always remember that our independence and impartiality is essential for the performance of our duties and responsibilities as human rights treaty body experts. As stated in the Addis Ababa guidelines, we must not only be independent and impartial, but we must also be seen to be so by all stakeholders, including States and civil society.
Dear colleagues,

Before I conclude, please allow me to sincerely thank all experts for the hard work accomplished during the past three weeks, including the country rapporteurs who guided our dialogues with the representatives of the States parties and drafted the concluding observations on sometimes very complex legal issues. I wish to congratulate especially Ms. Reddock and Ms. Toe Bouda, who both were country rapporteurs for the first time. I also wish to acknowledge the active participation of country task force members in the constructive dialogues with States parties.
Lastly, I thank all our colleagues from the Secretariat who again provided excellent support to us: Céline, Momoko, Marco, Daniela, Miki, Britta, Monica, Kellie, Jakob and Orest. I also wish to thank our intern Clara for her highly efficient substantive and podium assistance. 

Last but not least, I would like to thank the interpreters, précis writers, press officers, translators, conference room officers, technicians, research assistants and all others who made this session successful.
In concluding, I wish you a safe journey home, an enjoyable summer and I look forward to seeing you all in the fall for our seventy-fourth session.
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