Responses to List of Issues in relation to the Fourth Periodic Report of Hong Kong, China
By New Line Youth Volunteer Service Groups

[1] The Law of the People’s Republic of China on Safeguarding National Security in the HKSAR (“HKNSL”) is enacted, in accordance with the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China, and the Decision of the National People’s Congress on Establishing and Improving the Legal System and Enforcement Mechanisms for Safeguarding National Security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, for the purpose of: 

1. ensuring the resolute, full and faithful implementation of the policy of One Country, Two Systems under which the people of Hong Kong administer Hong Kong with a high degree of autonomy; 
2. safeguarding national security; 
3. preventing, suppressing and imposing punishment for the offences of secession, subversion, organisation and perpetration of terrorist activities, and collusion with a foreign country or with external elements to endanger national security in relation to the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region; 
4. maintaining prosperity and stability of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region; and 
5. protecting the lawful rights and interests of the residents of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. 

[2] One must note that according to Article 4 of HKNSL, human rights shall be respected and protected in safeguarding national security in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. The rights and freedoms, including the freedoms of speech, of the press, of publication, of association, of assembly, of procession and of demonstration, which the residents of the Region enjoy under the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and the provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights as applied to Hong Kong, shall be protected in accordance with the law. In other words, civic space has not been violated because of the implementation of HKNSL. On the contrary, together with other laws in Hong Kong, China, it is well protected by the Law. 

[3] Some politicians try to smear the Central Government of People’s Republic of China as well as the government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region through slandering the impacts of HKNSL. For instance, they may claim that citizens in HKSAR can no longer ‘criticise’ neither the Central nor HKSAR governments, let alone holding any “democratic measures” such as referenda to decide “whether Hong Kong can be an independent country”. Some critics even castigate that the public will easily fall into “traps” set by the Law as the law enforcement can arrest people at will.  This is utterly implausible since first of all, citizens can still enjoy freedom of speech in the Special Administrative Region and therefore have the rights to censure the decisions made by the governments. More importantly, even though there are various versions of national security laws in different jurisdictions, including those in the West, all laws have one thing in common – there is zero tolerance for secession, subversion, and derived crimes such as terrorist activities and collusion with foreign forces, which is exactly the pinnacle of imposing the Law – to safeguard the stability and prosperity of HKSAR, China. Moreover, offences and penalties are clearly listed in the Law, of which citizens shall be fully aware. In other words, there are no ways the public will fall into the so-called traps if they are law-abiding citizens who have never thought of threatening national security, hence causing no impacts to civic space in HKSAR.

	[4] Another denunciation of HKNSL is its bogus, irreversible impacts to the business environment and the survival of foreign trade unions.  Some trade unions may not allegedly survive in the Region because of the Law. Obviously, these kinds of comments are far-fetched as not only does the legislation protect individuals’ freedoms as mentioned above, but it also secures the stable, safe, and open business environment to other regions and countries as the Law has closed the loopholes of any possible secession and subversion as well as the instability afterwards. One can easily recall the severe economic brunt caused by the chaos back in 2019 before the implementation of HKNSL. The nature of trade union should never be political and hence the Law does not affect the unions at all as long as they are not involved in any criminal offences. 

	[5] On the other hand, some may argue that NSL oppresses academic freedom and eventually leads to de-registration of teachers who are not “patriot” enough. Again, this is a false accusation as no education systems in the world promote negative values such as subversive thoughts or separationist ideologies and provoke students to break the laws. Those who promote such ideas are not teachers but terrorists instead. The implementation of NSL together with guidelines issued by the Education Bureau (EDB) in HKSAR show clear “red lines” and therefore lead to less de-registration of teachers since front-line teachers have a better and clearer understanding of the ethical and legal boundaries of the issue. 
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